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What Does a Forester Do?
Bv H. R. MACILLAN.

oProfit Iv the text of anT article in the Januuary Re-
v'îew, fi mighit SaY there
are at present over 900o

persons ini the emjplI o of Ite
Forest Service o f the U'nited States.
0f these over -oo are trained foreste,.
and the remaining 70.0 will be replaced
,y technical meni as soonl as possible.
That even this nunîiilier is silall w'iin
compared with what future expansionl
promises to the llepnhlic to the south
of us, is evident fronît a Mtaternent .e-
cently nmade by Mr. Perchot, the
United States Forester, when he said
that if they were available lie coutl
immediately find %York in the ('overn-
ment service for 2,000 graduates, anil
these starting at a minimum salary of
one thousand dollars per year.

Now r believe that it is tinnecessarv
10 repeat here the miauy and timte-
honored arguments, showiîtg why, ont
account of bier illimitable timber ares.
and ils flagrant abuse, Canada should
practice forestry, but a more pertinent
and less considered questiont is hlow is
forestry practiced, or to put it more
generally, what is forestry?

What we, as Canadianq. and as
Young Canadians seeking a profession,
wi9h tc0 know is, firet, what is forestry
front a forester's standpoint, and what
ha$ it t0 offer us as a profession, above
others, that we should choose it before
the stable calling of agriculture. the
adventurous one of engineering or the
more problematical law and medicine?

Th'le great question whiclî really stirs
the mlinds of most Catiadiails 'when
they (Io think of forestry is, *What do
foresters do?"

To aniswcr this we muitst go) to th,
Un"ite(d States for the most illustralive
exanifples, since at present the D)omin-
ion Forestry l)epartmnent does flot
POrtray exactly what will bc expectecl
Of its members when, afler a few )-cars
the organization sh*aîl lie completed.

The first idea to bie assinmiIat,ý1
is that forestry resetuibles agri-
culture in lte diversiîv of ils
branches. Just as tlhere" are many
different phases of animal liusbandry
and agronony, experiment station
work and laboratory investigations in
agriculture, so are there divisions of
silviculture, forest mensuration, axtan-
agement, titilization and laboratory re-
searcli in forestry, each diflering radi-
cally front the otîter. To carry the
comParison even farther, forester, are
divided as are agriculturists, into c'e-
Search workers, teachers, and those
who might be known as practitioners.
whose work keeps them a great deai
of the lime in the field. As wiîh the
farmer it is in te field that lte forest-
ers' sphere of usefulness actually lies.
While il is not possible with the one
short article to define and describe the
many different aspects of a forester's
lit ly, 1 may by one or two examplej
illustrate his life and method of work.

It la upon th1e numerous forest re-
serves thfat most Young foresters in thte


