PLEASANT HOURS.

THE OLD YEAR.

e
INTOW the gray Old Yeur is dying,
AN Sadly winter winds are ighing
Round him sad and low ;
IFast his sands of life are falling,
Vouwes from the shadows caliing,
“Old Year, thou must go .~

0ld Year, there was cause fur grieving
in the lite which thou art leaving,
Cause for bitter tears—
Tears for many a promise bioken,
Tears fur words unkindly spoken
In beloved ears.

Friends have failed us, hopes have per-
ished,
I’rectous hopes most fundly cherished,
Al with thee have gone.
Though the past has thus bereft us,
May the future that is left us
For the past atone.

Oh ! the years that have been wasted !
All eanth’s pleasures have been tasted
Pleasures that beguile—
But with wild, unspoken longing
For the purer visiuns thronging
Round us all the while.

, Friends, when time hath ceased forever,

And from soul the body scver,
In that awful day,
Can we meet the dead year’s faces,
Bearing of our lives the traces
Ne'er to pass away?

Carved as if in stonc, revealing

Every hidden thought, concealing
Naught of good or 1li

Hear the Old Year gently pleading,

“Oh ! my solemn teachings heeding,
Time 1s left ye still 1*

For the gray Old Year is dying,

Sadly winter winds are sighing
Round his aged head ;

Fast the sands of lte are fulling,

Voices from the shadows calling,
And the Year is dead !

LESSON NOTES.

FIRST QUARTELR.

STUDIES IN THE GOSFEL ACCORDING T MARK,
A.D. 25.] LESSON 1. [Jan. 1.
Tk BecinNiNG oy Tne Gosrer.
Mark 1. 1-13  Commit to smemory vers 9-11.

1. The begiuning of the gospel of Jesns
Christ the Son of God ;
2. Asatiswrnitten i the Prophets, Behold,

. Isond my messengor befure thy face, which
. ah;ll'l:repaw thy way before thee.

by voico of one crying 1w the wilder.

. ness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, muke

his yaths straight.

4, Juhndid haptize i the wildernees, and
preach the baptism of repentano. for tho re-
mission of sins,

5. Aud there went out unto hum all the
Jand of ludes, and they of Jorusalem, aud
were all baptized of himin tho river of Jor-
dan, confesing their sins,

6. And Johan was cloth-d with camecl's
bair, und with a ginde uf a shin ahout his
loins ; and he did cat lucusts and wild honey.

7. And preached, saying, There cometh
ong. migatier_thau I after me, the latchet of
whose shoes T am not worthy to sto.p down
aud unjeose.

8. Lindeed baptize you with water ; but
he shall baptize you with the Hoty Guost.

9. Aud it camo to pass in thau- deys, that
Jesua camo from Nazareth of Galuee, and
was baptized of John in Jo' van.

10. And straightway car: \ngup sut of the
water, ho eaw the heavens opened, and the
Spirit like a dove descending upon bim .

1T And there came & voice from heaven,
saysng, Thou art iny beloved 8on in whon 1
amn well plosded.

12, And"immediatoly tho Spirit driveth
him into the wilderncse,

18, Aud he was there in the wildcrnass
forty dave, tempted of'Satan ; and-was with
the ‘wild beasta; end the sngels-ministered
unto him. . ’
', Gouogx. TrxT.

Bohold,.T will s40d my messenger, and ho

OUTLINR,
1. The Vaice of One, «. 1.6.
2. The Mightier One, v, 7.13.

EXFLANATIONR, — Gospel — The word
means “gnod  newe”  Written in the
Propbeta~~ By Malachi, four hinwdred yenrs
befure.  Wilderness  Tho Jesolate region |
north of the Dead Ses.  Rejpentanco 1\'
sincere turning away from sin tn God  Re |
tuneton of Sins- Tho furgivences of *ins anl
the favor of QGud. Camel's hair A rough
gr-ment, made of eloth woven from the hair
of the camol. Locusts—Such food as wns
esten by the poocest among the peopln
Mighticr than I——Jesus Christ, Latchet of
whose shova—Tho thor g or string fastening
the mandal to tho foot.  Ba -tize . . . with
the Holy Ohnst—Ilestow a power from God
upon hia followers. Jeaus . . . laptized—
An o sum that ho reganded hensclf auo of the
people, and to teceive ackuowledgnent from
John, e saw- John saw, Seo John 1, 32.
The Spirit—The Holy Ghost from heaven.
Voice—Tl.e voico of the Father, giving honor
Driveth himn—He went
by a divine impule.  Forty days—Eating
pothing durug that ime,  Angelsimnistered
—Supphed lns wants at tho olose of his fust.

TKACHINGS OF THE LKSSON,
Where in this lesson are wo taught—

1. That wo should repent of our sins?

2 That we sbould confess nur sina !

3. That we should believe in Christ

Tix LrsoN CATECHISN,

(For tho entire school.) 1. Whoappeared
as a messenger before the coming of Christ ?
John the Baptist. 2. What did ho exhort
the peoplo todo1 ‘To re‘\cut of their ains.
3. \What did ho do to thoso who showed
repentance §  He baptised them in Jordan.
4. How did he proclaun Christ ? As ono
wightier than himself. 5. What did he
zay that Chnst would do? Baptizo with the
Holy Ghost.

DoctiriNAL SuGeEsTIoON—The baptism of
the Holy Ghost,

Careculsy QUESTION

13. Why was he called tho father, that
is, the pattern of believors 1

Abmham was called tha father, that is,
the pattorn, of believers, Lecause hio believed
certain prumises of God, thcagh contrary to
the present appearance of things.

to Jeaus as hin8aon.

LESSON 11.
Jgsus 1N GALILER.
Mark 1. 15-28.  Commit to memory v. 27.28.

GoLpeNy TexT.

Tho people that walked in darkness have
scen n great light,  Isa. 0. 2.
OUTLINE,
1. The King's Mensage. v. 14, 15.
2. The King's Messenger, v. 16-20.
8. The King's Miniastry. v. 2128,

Exrravartiors. — Put in prison — By
Herod, whom be rchuked for taking his
brother's wafe. Jesus ceme— From Judea,
where he had wrought miracles. Time ful-
filled—The time of God's kingdom, foretold.
by the prophets. Believe tne gospol— Be-
hieve 1n Jesus as tho Saviour. Fishers of
men—As apostles and preachers of the Gos.:
pel, they were to savo men and draw them
after Christ. Straightway— At once, with-.
out'delay ; a word often nsed in Mark's Gos-;
pel.  Inthe ship—A littlo bosat on the shore.
Synepogue—Tne placo of worship-and read-
g of the law. - Doctrine—His teachings,.
Authority—He spoke in his own name, with-
out giving any authority higher than his own,
Scnbes—See Descriptive Iudex.  TUnclean
Spirit—An evil spirit, under Satan’s power,
was dwelling in the man and controlling his-
actions. Let usalono--A prayertobeallowed
tostayin thoman. I know thee—Tho evil
sgirit kuew the divine power of Christ botter
thon men. Rebuked him—Jesus would
nover.veceive tho testimony of evil spirits,
Camé out-~Left the man's body. Doctrine
—Teaching. Fame spread—The teaching
and the miracle both fielped to make bim
famous.

TEACHINGS OF THBE LEssox.
Wherg in this lesson do we learn—

1. That Christ callsmen?

2. That Christ's call should bo obeyed *

3. That Christ's words havo power?

Taz Lesson CATECHISM.

(For tho ‘enfire achool.) 1. YWhere did
Jesus beain his active mimstry 2 In Galilee,
2. Whom did he call as his first deciples?
Four fishermen. 8, How dtd he teach in
tho synagogue? As ove baving anthority.
What miraclo did he work in the synagogue:
at Caperpaum? He csst out an nnclean

A.D. 27 {Jan. 8

and teaching?  His famo spread abroad.

Docrrinat Svaarstioy. —The divine au-

thority of Jesus .
CATFCHISM QUESTION,

14. What wero thoso promiscs ?

Tho promses of God made to Abraham
were, 1. That ho should have a sun when ho
wasa tundred years oid , 2. That hiachildren
ahould posscas the laod of Cannan, wherein
bo bad not a fust of ground. and, 3. T'hnt
all nationa shuuld be b‘fesse(l by hin offspring,
that is, Christ.

LESSON I1L
Power 10 HEAL
Mark 1. 29.45. Commit lo memory v, U-42.

GoLvryx TrXr.
1 am the Lord that healeth thee. Exod.

15. 26.

A, 27.) {Jan, 16,

QuTLINE.

1. In the Home, v. 20.31.

2, In tho City, v. 32.34

3. In the Lountry, v. 35-45.

ExrLanaTioxs, —Anon — At once.  Took

hor by the hand—Giving power by his touch.
Ministered—Waited upon them in the duties
of tho house, IDivers—Different. Ruffered
not tho duvils to speak—Jesus did not wish
toreceive testimony from ovil epirits, Before
day—Early in themorning, whileall is quiet
and the mind 18 fresh.  Prayed— Al talking
with God is prayer. Christ uceded prayer,
aod 80 de we. Came I forth—Christ came
from God to work for God. Lop::—One
having a diseaso called Zeprosy, which turned
the body white like a corpso, and could not
bo cured. Lepers were compelled to live

-apart, and not to touch other people, Clean

—Free from disease  Touched him—Jesus
could touch him without barm to himse f,
but with healing to the loPcr. Say nothing
—He did not wish to have such crowda
coming to be cured of discascs that he would
bave no time to preach the gospel. Show
thyeelf to the pricst—There were some kinds
of leprosy from which a man might become
well. When a leper bad recovercd, hewent
to the temple, where he was carefully
examined by the priests, in order to make
it certain that ho was wel'. Then he offered
certa n sacrifices, and afterward might go
home and be with other people as a well
man. Mosges commanded—In Leviticus 14.
A testimony—That is, to show that amiracle
had been wrought. Began to publish—Told

- overybody, which was wrong, but not strange.

Could no more—1he crowd to bo healed and
to sco miracles kopt Christ from his work of
teaching.

TeacHINGS OF THE LESSoON,

"Whero in this lesson do we find—

1. An exswpl» of telling troubles to Christ?

2. Aucxample of bringing friends to Christ?

3. An example of Christ's willingness to
bleas men ?

Tur Lessox CATEOHIS.

1. What miracle did Christ work for the
mother of Peter’s wife? He heaed her of
afever. 2. Vhat taok place in the ovenivg
of the sameday? Multitudes camne to be
hoaled 3. What did Je:us do very early
the next morning? He went out to pray
alone, 4. Whore dd he then journey,
preachiog and working miracles? Through-
.out all Galilee, 5. What is shown in the
third lesson ? Cbrist's willingoess to do good.

DoctriNan SucorsTioN—The compassion
of Christ.

CATECBISM QUESTIONS.

15 Why was Abrahamn called the friend
of God?

Abraham was called the friend of God be-
cause God made many ‘visits fo him, and he
was veory obedient to God.

16. Which was tho firat great instance of

*Abraham’s obedieuce ?

Tho first great instance of Abraham's obe.
dienco was, that he left his own country at
God's_command, not knowing whither he
was to go.

A CHRISTIAN, passing two young
‘young men on the sidewallk, heard one
of them swear, and remarked, ¢ I sup-
pose it would take & pood deal to in.
duce ‘one of you to steal.” T guess it
would,” they responded. [
added, “the law which zays, ‘Thon
‘shalt not steal,’ says also, ‘Thou shalt
not tako the name of the Lord'thy God
‘ifi vain,’and to break the one command-

« But.” te-
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Ut steck in the following lines fa’very’
U cumplete, and Parents, Sunday-school
Teachers, Schotars, and all who \vi!jl 10 et 3
teautiful Curistmns Presents will do well to ]
cn'l aud oxamine fur themsclves.  To partieq;
living at a distance, and entrusting their §
+rders to us, we will do ottr utinost to tnoet'§
their wishes, e

CHRISTMAS CARDS.

Our variety of these heautiful and uniqueg
gords i exceedingly Iarge, and consists <f§
the fullowing kinds: Hand-painted Panels i)
Handspanted Ivory, Hand-painted Ivorice:
Plate and Saucer Patterns, Fringed. NAtur:l;
Flowers, Culoured Photograph Scencs, Steel g
Engraviugs, llluminated Round Panel ozl
Satin. _Daisy and Poppy Design Cirenlar og 3
Surin, Bannentte Friuged, Canadian Scenes,*
Indian Snow-shoe Races, Wigwams, Lumber. i
ing in the Backwoods, Tobogganning ; also i’y
great variety of Eoglish and Swiss Scenery, i
&c, &c.  Assortments of 12 for 25¢., 40¢,
60c 7ic., $1, or £1.20, msiled post free ]
Any assortutent madeo of any number desired
at prices to suit the party ordering. B

& Send en your orders and wo will guar.§
antee satisfaction. o

STATIONERY.

. 38

Choice nssortment of beautiful Fancy Sta.}
tionery and Euvelopes, put up in boxéa from;!
20 cents each up. Aleo new styles of qui.‘-i
tation Cards, Brouzed, Silvered, eto., ete
From §0¢. up. ’ Sl

ANNUALS.

A great variety of these attractive publica.(§
tions, such as Bahyland, Chatterbox, British-
Workman. Boys'” Own Paper, Oirls” Own 3
Paper, Children’s Friend, Child's Own. Mag-:§
azine, &c., &e, (See list of Annuala) 7}

BOOKS.

An immense variety of beautiful bookx i3
From the “TINIEST” book for the littls:
child, to the largest. Books to suit all<;
YOUNG or OLD. "y

. <

POETS.

A full stock in, beautiful bindings : oloth;;
morocco, or tree calf. Awmnong them are the!
following : Longfellow, Shakspdare, ‘Hodd, §
Moore, \Wordsworth, Goldsmith, Byron; Cox.
per, Milton, Buras, Thomson. Pope, Caskel3
of Gems, Humorous ; Scott, Keats, Hemaus; 3§
Coleridge, Havergal, Browning, Proctor, 03
sian, Tevnyson, Ingelow, Macaulay,'Crabbe,§
Aytoun, Campbell, Heber, Dowart, Taupery
Whttier, Churlotte Elhott, Faber, Poe, &c.
From 70 cents each up. N

®

BIBLES

In every rige, and a splendid variety-ufy
Jindings,  Teucher's, Family, Pulpit, .and3
Pocket sizes. , 5

[

ALBUMS.

oy le bl ety w

Small ar large. Carte de Visite, Cnbix?,e"@t
and Panel. A choweo lot. A

AUTOGRAPH AND FLORAL ALBUMS. .7

PURSES AND WALLETS. .,

'.
Y
s
i

For Gents, Ladies, and Children, very g:hd_;_&j

o,
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& Be sure to give us a call before going]
elsewhere. Letter ordirs emtiusted to.n
will have our personal and proipt atte fion.’

ey
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WILLIAM BRIGGS, >

aball prepaiotue waydurs me, - Mali 3. 1, | piat. 8. What was tho reenlt of his mirdclss | Tent is a3 wicked as to break theother.” | 78 & 80 Kibg Strcet East, Toiouted
e ' . _ s
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