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aconda after dinner. This viewv of the
niatter, apparently, has new-r present-
ýd itself to the niinds of the Legisiative
Counicil of the Province of Quebec. But
-s the old saying lias it: «"Those whoni the
god wishcs to destroy, hie first makes
Inad." A fewv more actions of senile,
irrational despotismn on the part of the
Council, together with the spectacle of a
neighboring province governing itself ad-
mnirably without any Upper House, will
op)en the eyes of thc people of Quebec ta
the fact that their legisiative tree will pro-
duce better fruit for the lopping off of a
uscless reotting branch.

OUR SO CIE TIE S
The various student organisations within

the college %valls are recognized to be
potent factors in the course of education
which we are receiving. But the position
occupied by these societies bias alivays
bccn a subordinate one, and the fulfilnient
of thcir comniands bas never been allowed
b interfere with the first and most impor-
tant duties of college life. Society work is
nz-ver accepted as a substitute for class
work nor does any society exercise a con-
troliing influence over the college as a
wholeý During the winter naonths a
runiber of societies enjoy a vigorous ex-
iiiencc; but wie.h carly spring, when the
proiv of the scholastic shcll is turncd
uDon the home strctch, the various social
boies arc by conimon consent disbandcd
so thit rirely docs any society continue to,

i caryon its work after Eastcr tinme. D)ur-
iethe past iînter the wcckly incetings

of the tbre debating clubs and the
Scientific Society, and the fortnightly
umeeting of the St. Thomas Academiy,
!Îorded pleasatnt and useful occupation
Wo mnn hours that mighit otherwise have
keen lost 1wo of these organizations,
lloweve-r, the Senior Dcbiting Club and
& Thomas Acadcnxy, did flot seemn to
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work with as much enthusiasua as ini former
years. The reason of this is partly to be
found in the unusually smiall mnebership,
but also, ive fancy, in a diminution of
energy in the inembers. 'l'le Senior
Debating Club hias seen several interesting
resolutions put to a vote wvith scarcely a
word for oragainst theni except fromnthose
appointed to speak. The St. Tfhomaas
Academiy bas suffered from a precisely
similar affliction. Even the Scientific
Society with an enrolment as large as the
other twvo conabined, saw miany of its ses-
sions sparsely attended. A neiv feature
introduced this year by the Scientific
Society, met with unqualifited approval
frona Al the students, viz, the occasional
procuring of a lecture on some scientîfic
subject, by one of the professors or some
other gentleman outside the society,
Father Balland's tbree lectures on " The
Origin of the Wýorld," and Prof. Glasma-
chefs and Dr. Prcvost*s on ",Microbes "
excited a very great interest and filled the
hall of the society witb eager listeners.
Perhaps the other societies might attempt
soinethingsinaîlar in succeeding ye-ars if any
disposition to allow the regular work to
]ang-uish becomies visible. 'lhle most care-
lui direction cannot preserve our social
clubs from periods of depression; where-
fore,at these tîmes, sonienmore than usually
strong attractions naust be offered to, mena-
bers. It frequently happens at other
colle-es that sonie pronminent lecturer,
rcader or clocutionist is invitcd to give an
entertainnaunt ur.der the auspices of sonie
college socicty, and the plan scenis to be
a good one. The experîmient uxade this
year by the Scientific Society lends us to
believe that a siniliar plan inight be suc-
cessfully adopted by the St. Thomaas,
Academy -and the l)ebating Clubs. Those
who will next ycar be imenihers of thes c
societies nxight, with advantage, take this
idea into consideration during- the nex t
six months.


