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THE A - FAMILY IN A.NMEICA.
Continuing whiat was said on palges 97

and 104, let us remove fromi the seniicircl
sucli a-vo wels as ar unherd in Arnerica ex-
cept in its foren-born population or in
their chidren stil under dornestie influ-
ence, tho American-born. With severance
of doinestie influence, the chuldi floats in
the whirlpool of the American vowel-svs-
tem, and then redily adopts it. His p)arent
clings to his nativ vowels, intonation and
other speech habits with tenacity propot-
tional to his age on arival anti frequeiicy
of asociation with felo-cuntryrnen. But
his accent, flot propagated, weakens in
tirne and pases with his deth, tho traces of
its influence remain. From the sernicirci
on p. 104 the neutrals ca, a, a, ar withdraw r
and others aranged in bird's-eye-view, to
wtiich the termi ,map" is hardly proper.
Ther remain certn vowels clasified thus
Uncial symbols i E A o V
Later script Il i e a o u
Primary vowels i a [wanting] ô ùî
Secondary " ie oe A o o u
Weak ie A o

In other words, in prevalent American
speech ar four primary vowels with Ital-
ian a wanting and sevn secondary ones-
elevn principal vowels, excluding weak
ones. Those who couint twelv get another
by prolonging or otherwise modifying o
in nor, or else finid in far a vowel variant
of o. These ar "constituent elements of the
language which in, and by, their difrence
froin each other convey dif rence of mean-
ing. 0f such pregnant and tho't-convey-
ing vowels English posesses n0 more than
twelv." (Platform, plank 16). Tru, somq
dictionaries discriminate more than elevn
or twelv vowels. This is (lone by intro-
ducing u n-American ones f rom the British
(or European) system. This bedevils and
confuses. The systems corespond in most
of their parts but seldom quite coincide.
Miscegenatîon breeds mischif. Ateînpt to
teach both and pupils ar perplext. Yu
cannot ride two horses at once.

The chief mix-up is in the a-family.
Rectify that tangle and the rest is simpi.
In the Cincinnati alfabet with f ifteen vow-
el signs six wer for a-sounds-too many
for a comon man 's use evry day, tho the
fonetician distinguishes stil more. The
key-words wer arn, care, ask, art, but and
American not. The Standar-d dictionary
givs sixteen vowels in eight pairs; of them
sevn, or three pairs (a, a, u) and one od
(o), belong to this family. Mott (Plionol-
ogy, p. 35) givs at l east sevn in the angi of
a vowel triango-, key-words being care, cat,
burn, bun, cask,Ca lm, American not. Fusin g
two systems succeeds in confusing.

This reduction to eleviu principal vow-
els is not novel. Amon. rnany we specify
two clistinctivly American: (1) iMasquer-
ier (born of Huguenot desent at Paris,
Ky., in 1802, died at Brooklyn, N. Y., in
1888) started to pulish a fonýetic diction-
ary in 1849, helpt and encuraged by H-or-
ace Greeley. His key-words (beat, bit,
bate, bet, bat, boot, boat, bar-, but, bu]Il, bot)
represent 4, , (î, e, OB, u1 o, 0, A, u, o, respec-
tivly. Hie says with ernfasis:

"the vowel ini cot and caughit is exaet]y the
samne. ... the liurrnan v(>ice is com1)osed of p' e-
cisely ELPEVN [capitals ar M's] vowels-as dif-
rent as colors; tho they vary in tirnes of utter-
ance, they ar flot the long, silort, fnll. or stopt
sounds of each other; they varv in pitch or into-
nation acording. to harninlo ratios, and consti-
tute a beter scale for inusic and solfeggio notes."
(2) Marvini Fosdick publislit The Unieted
Staits Wurdur at Kalamazoo, _Mc. 1891,'with fifteen vowel-sounds (the same elevn
and four difthongs) w'ith considerabi lists
of words for each. His third sound (our
o) is exemplified l)v this list:

are, bar, balm, caîni, fromi, psalm, flock, hough,
borrow, harrow, to-morrow, narrow, sorrow,
bother, father, charge, large, debarred, guard,
hard, dollar, squalor. far, forward, fog, frog, hog,
hark, hearken, not, thought, what, yacht, of, on,
rod, squad. rosin, was, squatter, trotter, water,
yachter, volley.
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In Scotland I don't no is [a di nakjen], I
avïn fot ver-y wel is [arni nôiverawil]. Shiud I1
lie ernfatic it is [a ni nô)verW ut]. Burns'
Une A m(in 's a irOn îîfor a' t/fat is there [a
man Z a nian for a oamt]; in America it is red
as [o rnon z amoen fer .,, ýaet]; but. if this
is chalenged, [-, mon z ý1mou l" aw oot] -,il
be grivni as a nearer aproximat.

Tennyson's mid-Linico(l)nshir NVort/fern
Forimer begins scolding the nurse (noorse)
with "'Wheer 'asta beîin saw long wirasti"
buan saw ]op] and goes on : "Larn'cI a ma'
beiL. I reekons I 'an not sa rnooch to lar-n."ý
[ta:nd a ma bia ai rekouz11 ai anot sa mutS
ta Ia:n]. "Sa" is sa or sa acording to stres.
"Aw" is put for o in nor, prolongd [o:] or
held, or otherwise modified.

David Ilaru-zm (N. Y. state) tels us that
[41 rinabi amouint ov f 1i iz glud fer e9 dog, il
kIpsin frein brudù(n: on bteneclo,] cu og
inal of Davoid Ifarium was David lianuin.
of ilorer in central N. Y. Westcott rote
Harumi for U-anum, Homneville for Horner.

g.'For fuler explanation and Platform see
cover of Annual of New Speling (postpaid, 10 c.)
publisht evry July as archives of each year.
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