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meulti Le fire te folloir. Besitiep, lie was nlot
the nmai te bo datinteid hy aucli obstacles a wcre
likely te prescrnt ticmsclves in an undertakimugof
titiskid. Tlie-y ero obstleemfprcciselytliait

tuietnt mas; best fittedtia denti mlii , (sudî lie Lknew
ibis. l'erliaps, ont tie wiolt,ý lie ratiierliketi thrt
tiiero ahlould bc soute dilictîlties iii tho îay, Iliat
lie niiglt bave tie eatipfavuiî of cveccotning
tirent. At aIl events, thry> gave n additioinal
zest te tic puirsisit thai lie hlînl it bandl ; andi
thuough [lis liatreti tîcedtio stimuulus, bie. Keck-
mitl,, hike miti 'hlegmaîic ment iras net dis-
laeile ta ho stimîîlated.

Sufficient, liowever, for tire day mas th
triunnîd tîtecci,. liere was tLe gaie of Elten
loeuse; anti only te have lîcuetraieti se far ilîto
Willituin Trefaildcn's uiystery was anr acliieve-
suent of nu slight implortance. But tire hictil
clerk iras net coutenteti only te sc thc gatc.
lie îraîîtet te have a- glimpset te Ile uso as
weli ; îîtd se waîkoti on te thte bottoni cf tlle
lasse, crosseti over, andi reuirueti up tlue otlier
aidie. Tite lane hioweer, mas narreir, andtihîe
ivalîs acre îîîgh ; se Iliat, take il freint whaî
poit lie woul, the bouse reninineti invisible.
lie couil see tlle toits of tire or thrce sombre-
luîîkiîîg tresi, andr a Lîint columu of sinoke tnct-
iîîg aivy as it rose against tlire background o!
Misje sky ; hut Vint wits ail, anti lie %vas noue
the miser foîr tic sîglît. So, knoiring tîxat lie
ri,kcd observation ever>' motment iliai lie lin-
gereti in Slade's-lane, Lo turneti quickl>' hack
again towards tic niarket-gitrilcns, anti passeti
out througli a little tunîistile lentiing te a fout-
,.vty shut lu by thick green bietges on cithior sitie.

lie coulti not tell in thc leat vrirere luis patL
wouilt leati hit; but, seeinganctwork cf sinilar
walks iîîîeraocting tire enclosiieca in various
directions, lie bopiet te double back, someliowv or
anotlier, loto tire main roand. Iu the meanu lilc,
hic Lurrieti on til1 a) bend in the patIt carrietibâhir
weli ouit cf siglît cf the entrance to Sindo's-ln,
uîîd ihc pauseti te re4t in tlîe shadeofanapple-
orcharti.

IL was now about half-past six c'clock. The
silo was still shiining ; tire eveniug mas stili
wirmm; lte aplile-blossonis filledti he air with a
delicieus perfume. Ail arounti anti iefore Li,
occiîpying Uhc wrlîle space cf grounti betircen
Kensinîgtonî andi Broenihîton, lay uibting but
mendoivs, ant i ruit-garticns, andc erchards licavy
.iti blosseras whte aîît pink. A pleasant,
pevaceful seule, net uittout sente kinti cf vernal
bcaîîty for upprecintive eyes.

lut MIr. Reck-witeh's dm11 crIai, however
fcebly appreciatire they mîgbt ho at cter limes,
were blind jusi new te erer>' impression cf
bcauly. Waiting thec in tLe sliadc, hie wipeti
the perspiration front bis forebead, rec3rercid
lsis breaib ais Le Lest coulti, anti titougbt cnhy cf
hem lie might furn luis journe>' te sgonie furtiter
accouint hefore going brick te town. IL was
lunch to have discovereti Elten lieusei but he
hadl yct te learn irbat manner of life was led in
it by William Tref.ilten. Ir moulti lîavc been
sothuing unl> te liave catigitta ghmpse tbrouglî
an open gale--te Lave seen whtcUur Uic bousse
was large or strail, citeerful or dîsmal. lie hati
erpîtcteci te finul i duil anti dilapida.teti, wiLh
hâtifiltc irindoies shutterei u, ndtt thte rest ail
llck wiLh tire sinoko o.* mnn> years; anti Le

diti net feel inclincti te go aira> in as mucb
ignorance of these poiu'.s as çvlicn Le left Chian-
etry-lane. Stutdenl' n idea occurreti te lut
-a ver>' iright, ingentiems iden, whieb gave
hint &e rith satisfaction tha. ho iuduilgcd iu a
little inaudlible laugh, anti s1arteti furwarti airain
quito briskly, te finti Lis mn>' out of titis laby-
rinth of lietigerow.s, orcliarde, anti cabbage-gnr-
iens.

lic lta not genre many yards iteore Le came
te a cross-road irtence more paths brancbcti off
in crcry direction. Ilerc, hiotever, bike a large
bloc spider in thc inidtia of Isis mcli, stooti a
î,crtly policeman, front whlot Mr. Keckwitet nt
once Ie.'îned Lis neatrest vny te Palace Garden.«,
anti folîcucti it. lic asked for Patlace Garticos
Ibis Uinsi being aurious te emterga ceLve.niet-
]y tapon the Ilighi-etrect, mitenut again -vet
turing toucldose te Slsdes-lane in brosti dayr-
liglit.

* Javing emergedl at this ýoIiJs Mr. Keclcwitcb
vent into tho fr-st stAtioncr's shop flhat ho coula
se, andt bouglit a Ictiger. Tire statioster ball
considerablo difficulty in supplying hrial, fbr tire
letiger lie requireti was of a somewhat unusuial
shapje andti izc. Ilt mnust bo oblong," lie suiti,
l"plaini ruled, and bounra iii reti luatlier." 1ke
would nlot bistre it ruleti off in colusins for ne-
countid, andi the stationer hadl lierr that wero
net ruled ln timat niner. At lat Lie founid une
tliat wnds quito platin-a mere oblong book of
llath-post palier bound inl purpieo clotli mwitb
scarlct lcaiber back andi corners ; andtil tis,
aithougli it wvas flot exactly wliat ho ivantLd,
hMr. Trvfa!îlcn's fiesa clerk wvas forceti te contenit
lîinself. lie also bougli: a paraillc ruler, asinail
bottle of ink, aîid a couillo of quill peus, suying
ding. lie would rulo tire book bimself.

It ivas ilow striking eeven by Kensington
churchi dock ; anti Mr. eckwitch. who was not
used te going witiiout biis tca, iiiquirel Isis ivay
ta tire ntearest eoffee-bouse, wbich prorcdl to bo
ini Church-strcet, close by. It was a modest
hittlo place eiîough; but lie malle iiself very
comtfortable there, cstablishing hiniself at a table
ut tic furtlier eud of the recul, calling for lBgbts
and a sabstantial teu, andi setting te work at
once upon tho ruling of Isis Ictiger. Wheîi lie
ha dune about a dozen pages, Le dîvideti ecd
into tlirc p>arts by a couple of vertical lines, aîîd
desired tire waiaer te bring hitm the London
I>cst-Oflice Directory. But ho diti flot look in it
for El ton Hfouse. lie Lad searclied for lisait
soute tiys bsck, anti founra ne mention of It.
lie simply opcnied it at ENSIN~GTONI lhcu11-svnxv,
page four Lundreti anti forty-nine, anti lroccedeti
î'atiently anti methodieally to copy eut ils con-
tents under te several titles of Rame, Address,
andi Occupation. B1' thc trne that ho Lua thus
filicti in sorne four or fire pages, andi flnished
Isis tea, it was hialf-past cigbt o'clock, and quito
dark.

That is to s-av, it iras quite dark iu the sky
everlicati, but quito brilliant in Kensington
IligL-strect. That pic turesque thoroiughfare iras
ligbtcd up for the eeening. Tire chiopa blazeti
wt gas; tic pavements were croiadet; ibere
-vas a brass bandi playing nt the public-lîouso ait
the corner; andi tbe vcry fruit and cyster stalIs
ini front of tic clîurcb vmere bright wiLh lauternis.
The place, in faci, mas as briglit as nt noondtty,
anti Mr. Kcckmiiteb, irbo wisheti to avoid obser-
vation, iras naturally disturbcd, anti a gooti
deal disappoititet. lie hista, liomercr, matie up,

[ids mind te tio a certain îbing, anti Le mas de-
terminet go tbroughi wiL it; so lie pulleti bis
]bat a Intde more over Lis cycs, put bis ink-bottle
anti pens in the hrcast-poc *4et cf Isis coat, tueketi
bsis letiger tiniler bis atrnct andi ment boltily outin
thc direction o! S]atica-lane.

lie bati obset a balices shrop within a feir
doors of tiai corner ivhcre thc omnibus had set
hi, down, anti i sluop mas bsis prescrnt desti-
nation. lie ment iu w-itli tc assureti step cf a
mani iho is about bsis regular work, toucitet bis
bat te a plcasant-looksug rroman behinti the
counter, anti saiti:

I 1 ua going round, nWaam, for tite neir Dirce-
tory. Titcre'sboen ne change bere, I suppose,
since las% ycar r'

IlNo, sir; ne change wttever," site replicti.
Mr. lieekwitela opcneti bis letiger on Uic

counter, pulleti out one cf Isis quill piens, and
tireir bis Lit forefloger tiown a certain column of
niries.

"lWilson, Emima, baker anti confectioner,"
said ie, rcading one cf the entries. ",la that
quite rigitI ma'ntn 7"

Il Fancy breati anti biscuit balzer, if ycu plensc,
sir," replicti Mrs -Wilson, Il net confectioncr.I

IlTbanl, yeu, xna7am. Fancy brcad and bis-
cuit balker."

Anti Mr. Keekwitct dreir bis peu through
"confetioner," anti substittteti Mma Wilson'à

entendation with a business-like gravity tbat dia
binm eredit.

IlI tbougbt tho Post-offico Directory for tbis
yea- was out alrcatiy, sir," obscrvcti Mms Wil-
sou, as ha blotted off thbe cntry, anai close bis

91Thîis is net the Post-oflico Directory, maan,
salai Mr. Kecicmiteit, calmly. at This is a ne-v
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Directory cf thc 'Western anti South-Westrri dis-
trict8.",

"lOht indeeti 1 a sert o! neir Court Guide, 1
Suppose?"'

IlJ ust se, mntais. A sort cf nom Court Guide.
Wisl )-en gouti eveiîiui'."1

IlGooti evenuîug, sir," replieti ?Irs. Wilson, ss
lie fgain rai8ed Ilis fliger hialfimuîy te tire brinsi
tfifs hart aîîu lefi tlie BIbi,; lie Ladl scarcely
iusseul LOic tlireslilild, howejcr, whlen Le pliuseti,

lits- tuirîsa hauek.
I 1 bg yotur parldon, ma'rnt for trcubling ynu

agalun," lie saisi, Ilbut lierluals yeu clin tell nic
%vise lives ii Eltoit flouse 7"

IlEl ton leuse ?,
"lYes; Elton lonse, inSate-ln. lv

heen kîieckiiig initi ringing thiere tli l'in tirtd,
andî eau, get rio cilte coune te tire gate. Is it
uiiîiiiabiteti 7"

blr. Ktekwitc1t saiù iîtis se naturally, ni
%viril sncb an air cf il-uset respcciitiy, that
detectivo Kiti liiniself weulul scarc'-ly haire
ilouibtet îe trutht fbis statenient. As i~r Mrs
W;Ison, shte acceliieti every iverd cf it iii perfect
goid fatilit.

"lOh tic," site replieti, Ilit is flot utiîitbitedl.
Tire asot la Duîrernay."

IlDuvcrtaty," repeateti Mr. Tref.-lden's livai!
clerk, re-cîl)enitg Isist letiger, antI tiippeing luis peu
iii Mes. Wilstoui*s ink. IlWitlt yuur leave, uîaCuiii,
a foreign f.tniily, 1 suppose?"

1I thiîik site is Freiiclt."
'Anti Mr. Diivernty-cnn yen tellitnue whuni

purofession te enter?7"
"lTîtere is ne Mr. Duvernayj" said Mca. Wilscn,

-ritl an otit littlo congli, and a slîgtt ehevntiou
cf tire cychroirs. "At leust, liet that 1 nuit
amareocf."

Mr. Kei1Lmitcli looketi up 'îiih thnï duli liglit
lu Isis cyts tluat oiy camp te tireurt intiercirttn-
stances cf atrong cxcitcment. Mca. Wilsoni
looketi down, anti cougbeti again.

"Is the lad3y a wîdotr 71 le asketi, îilsk il>'.
1I beliero site calis tersel! a %vidour," rcjîlicti

Mes. Wilson; "lbut indeed, sir, I =a't say muai
she is."

"Ant liewes ne gentleman 7"
1 didn't sa>' tîtat, sir."

I beg your pardon, 1 tbought I untierstooti

cil saiti luec iras ne Me- Duvernay i anti ne
more there 15. But 1 tion't desire te speak uti
of my neiglibours, anti Mstisme's a customer."

lir. Keckwicei shook Lis hzad solemuly.
IlDear h dear P" saiti lie. IlVery sati, very s-a,

intiect. A mieketi orîi, ma'am I Sollittlcal
respectabi-ty in it."

"lVery truc, air."
"lTLen I suppose I !.nust simpl>' put ticim

Madamc Duernay, thero bcbng ne mister te tLe
bocuse?'

di1 suppose se, sir. There is ne master ltai 1
huave cru- kuown cf; at Icast, ne acknonîcdged
master."1

"lStilI, if Iberc is a gentleman, anti Le lires
in the bouse, as 1 tbink- yeu implicti just

Oit, sir, 1 imply nthing," saidtheUi mistress
of the aboli impatientl>', as if ste hl Lall
eneugh e! te subjeet. ".Madame Durcrnay's
duings are nothing te me-, anti the gentleman
mn>' be lier tesbanti for anyting 1 kueir te Uic
centcaM.!,

"Yen cannet give me bis naine, ma'am VI
"No, sir."
SI amn sorcy for tai. I ought te Lava bis

tamne if ha rcaliy lires in lte bouse.
tgI cannet giro it f0 yen, becatise I donî't

kueir it," said Mca Wilson, raUer more gra-
cionsl>'. 't I cautet eren take it upon myscîf te
sa>' tbat bc lives ai Elton loe=. There la a
gentleman there, 1 believe, ves> consl.antly; but
Leznay bo ariitor. I reaîly caWt teil ; anti iî'a
ne business of mine, yen know, sie."

"lNoc of mine, if hoais cul> a visiter," replies]
Mr. Ncckwiieb again closing bis ltiger, anti pro
paring te lic gen. IlWc Lake ne note cf visitera,
but were bourra te Lakce ncte of ralar inbiubi-
tants. l'it vccy math obligeai te yen, rna'am-
vetM mach indcctiY

u Int sure, sir, you'ro veiyvmeleemr."
'<Thaû Jeu. À little belli aftcn gees a long
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