
Esther Pleading for Her People

people. Who was Hamnan ? Why did he
seek revenge ? (ch. 3 :1-5). What doe8
ibis show regarding hie characier ? Trace
the scbeme of Hainan (ch. 3 :8-15), the
bribe offered (v. 9), the effect on Mordecai

* (ch. 4 : 1), Vhe peuple (ch. 4 :2), and the
queen (ch. 4 :4), Note her inquiry, eh.
4: "-.

In considering the Lesson, observe the
followmng pointes

1. The queen's appreciaion of bier dan-
gerous task, v. Il. UnIse the king should
be favorable, it was deaib. Cite similar
instances, as Herod, Mati. 14 :3-12. His
regard for Esther was evidently cooling,
v. 11. Make Vhe danger real1.

2. Itecail Mordecai's argument fOr ber
action, vs. 13, 14. Noie bie four ressons,
and discusa iheir power as motives.

3. Observe Estber's decision to act,
vs. 15-17. Site chose the dangerous way,
in tbe inieresis of ber people. Note ber
religions Zeal, ber tbougbifulness iii ap-
proaching tbe king, ber common sense
methode.

4. Her suess (eb. 5 :1-3) in aecurin.g
a favorable bearing, and ber delay in order
io secure a favorable opportunity and Vo gain
tinte Vo mature plans. Follow ber method,
consider Vhs saving of ber people, and its
influence upon the Jews, ch. 9 ;1-13. Dis-
ros ber sangoinary temper and its ethical
bearing.

This Lesson in an illustration of how much
one cao do by using bis or ber influence in
the interests of the oppresaed. As a model
in wise, careful handling of a trying situation,
Esiber deservie special attention.

The lesson Vo be emtpbasized, is the value
of heroîr service on behaif of our country.
The foes are many-name @orne of them.
Show Vhe dangers sseailing our land. Show
how great lives have blessed the country,
and ths nssd there is for hernie service.
The basis of public heroisin is thse hernie
spirit in daily life. It le @set in amall, as in
great, actions. The hesrt of it ie Christian
faitb and love. Its ideal is Jeans. Thse
teacher should Vake advantage of Vhs oppor-
Vunity for deafing with Vhe common dues

* of life, wbicb, in many instances, iackth
hernie spirit.
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Practically a whole book of ten chapters
in one short half hour. Be jealous iberefore
of the minutes; select very carefully the
points of eînphasis.

Chapter 1.-A queso. Vashti. deposed.
Chapier 11.-A new queen, Esther, choisen,

young and beauVifil; ber cousin Mordecai-
Vhey were both Jews-disclosing Vhs plot
against the king's life.

Chapier III.-Proud Hainan winning a
decree front the king for Vhe slaughter of al
the Jews, because ibis Mordecai bail refusedl
Vo do lainer to him.

Cfrspter IV., vs. 1-9-Mordecai's message
to Esther, that S/se muet iniercede wiVh ths
king for ber people. Whai atak for ayoung
girl perhaps noV more than oui of ber Veens.

And bere Vhs Leseon takeB up. Be sure
you bave al Vhs figures distinct-King
Abasuierqa, Mordecai Vhs .Iew, Esther the
Queen, HaVacIs the messenger.

What is the message ? Have Vhs scholars
disenVangle iV front v. il. Question about
the sceptre :whit iV was, and wbat it sig-
nified (ses cuti HOME: Srîeo QUAHTEHI.Y);
and about the power of kings. in those olden

imes. Ask for other like instances. Ques-
tion aloo as to Vhs king's thirty days' coolnesa
towards Esther and Vhe additional peril
thie waz. Was E sther a coward ? We shaîl
ses. Just now ahe was hewildered, as if
sonme lierce goblin bail sprung up front the
earth and confronted ber. 1V was a peril
sudden and appalling. The value of a wise
friend Vo whom we may appeal in our times
of difficulty, is brought out in v. 12.

Verses 13, 14 cootain Mordecai's reply.
Hes was a friend worih baving. He spolie
plain ruths. Go over hie arguments wiih
Esther. The first ? V. 13, an appeal Vo
self-preservation, as if he had said, «'IV is
yoor onîy chance :do tii, or die." A very
proper and natural motive, His second
argument ? V. 14, first part, "If you do not
save ths people, soins one else will, and bi@
will l)s Vhe glory." How did Mordecai know?
The only answer is, He trusied in God thb9t
He would raoV fail His people. The third
appeal ? Estber would be Vhe destroyer of
ber faiher's bouse. The fourth appeal ?


