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A white cloth was interposed between it and
the table or board, falling over the sides nearks

| to the ground, and a plate of salt was placed on

its breast.

The dead bady was that of a man, pmb by
soma thirty years of age, and the ghaalinew of

* the enunlegance was faarfully enhanced, po!
- only by the Jull glimmer of the unwuffid can-

dles, but by a gaping wound, as though from a

~sword cut, which extended from the Jeft temple

to the comer of the mouth, laying open the
cheek,  Evidently ua effort had been mad . to
hide or enver the wound ; snd as evidently, the
contemplation of this tenific sight was stirring

. up the thoughts and feelings of the excitable

beings ar und me, {riendr and relations of the

. slain man, to purpotes of deadly revenge,

For the man bad been slain, T remembered
now, that while at C— ~, I bad beard of a re-
cent skirmph between a party of reveaus offic

- ceis snd a band of ilicit distillers and smuggten

on the mountains, whose secret baunts had been
discuresed, Uohappily, theae events were 100
common in Jreloud at that time to attract much
sttention 3 andd beyond the fact that blood had
been sbed, T bad neuber sought nor heard par-
ticulars of the conflict.  All this catne into my
miad es I looked on, and if escape bad been pos-
sible, 1 would gladly have retreated to the bare
llside and the pitiless storm,

But e-cape was not possible. My entrance
had aot been noticed, and, as ¥ stood 1o the
shadow cast by a projecting jsmb of the rude
bearth, I had time to makn the observations 1
have jotted down ; but before s minute had
pissed weway, the eyes of one uf the compary
rested on me, and the oext instant T was drag.
ged into the middle of the apertmnent, ard sur-
sounded by the infuciated threng, who wanted
coly a svicthn 0n whom to expend their intune
vengeance ; end the (irst words 1 beard uttered
ronviuced me that T was mi-taken for an emi--
sary of 1bie goveruinent—ibe detested govern.
inent, whose winons lad, as they would bave
srgued, robbed thew of their proqerty, aod mur.
deted ther fri od.

Hapyily no deadly weapons were at that time
iu their honds, aud s & woinentary pause in the
storm of execrations b chi fell upon we, Latiove
10 wake myselfl deard.  Rupidly, I endeavoured

1o explain that 1 wasan unfortunate tiavelier,

Lenighted aml stosm braten, ionocent of all 1 vil

man, and my voice was droaned in bitler curses
and awlul threatenings,

*Hear to the tnurtbering villianl® shruted
one, sindog a1 me a beavy bluw, which T 1o ppr-
Iy avoided. Dot other blows fell vpon me
thick, and T vwas beaten to the ground. Jt was
evidently & struggle for tife, and never had iy
Wife appeared in stirh ummine nt peril as now, and
death no near.  The nunber of my assalants
borrever, contnhuted something to my imme-
diate preseriation; for theis furious strobes
deait almost at random, fell as often on ecach
sther as on their intended victim ; and, availing
mysell of the confusjon that umued, 1 rose
bleeding, anil staggered to my feet,

Meanwhile the females bad fled, shiricking, to
the only other apartment the cabin contained,
all but one aged woman, of stout ma-culine pro-
portions, whom I had not before abeerved, but
who now threw herseif into ihe sielee, and witly
tier powerful orin arrested more than one bhand
oairedd against mo,

¢ A purty nights wark ye are afther making
of this, Mutber Donavan,! shie stouted, geiziny
wy first assailant by the collar, and draggug
im violeatly asde. ¢ Is this the way ye treat
a sthranger that—-

The voice was cnoush. Shaking off, witha
sudden exestion of sirength, which surprised me
then, and which rurptires me now that I iecall
‘he scene to memory, the hold which twe or
threc strong men had on me, 1 sprans forwarids,
yrappled the hand of the hiendly aud energetic
plesder, and looked her full 1 the face,

*Depgy Magrath ! I cried, ¢ heve you fore
gotten Ruland Legh1?

Had a thundeibolt fallen in the midst of thay
tumul-uous throng, it would not have been more
startling than that rudden exclamation of mine,
tlands raised against me with munderous ioten-
tion were auspended iu imd-air, shouts of ven-
gesnce were arrested in their utterance, and
eyes, which lad the moment before plared vpon
me in fury, now opened wider with curionity,
For 10~ monent the woman helo ine at arm’s
trugth putting asi ‘e, with her disengaged hand,
the bdir whish bad fullen over iy forehead.
‘Fte next momrut 1| was clasped to bep bosom,
which hesred wah s'sange emotion.

¢ Core of my heart! Me owa darling! Come
10 me—clo-er—closer ! * she sobbed out, press-
irg me yer tighter, covenng my cheeks wity

selves by cur sile, and 1 soon found that I was
in alinost as much danger of being overpowered
by the enrrgetic drmontirations of kindness and
peuitence of Peggy's excitable aad impulsive
counieymen, 88 I bad been of destruetion from
their fierce and unreasoualle enmity. DBut ]
stall ant prolong my deseripting of 1bis scene.
[ eould not if T woulidj for the excitement of
that desperate strupgle, added 10 the farigue J
bad undergone 1 the starm wiich yet raged,
and the sudden clisnge troma the cold night air
to the sifling atmosphere of that cabin, nesrly
orercame me. I became dizxy, and should hare
fallen but for Pegay's strong arin, T gasped for
bresth, cried out fecbly for air, and lo my inex-
pressible retief, scarcely knowing liow, I found
nyself gently half led and bolf supported out of
that fearful death chamber,ond isto anotber
aud a aear cabin—Degey Magratl's own,

CIEAPTSLIL LVIE,
AKD LAST.

I have little more to add to my atory, acd
what remans sball bo told in few words, Be-
fore marnmng the storin cleared away, and the
run rose on a scene of wld grandrur, winch I
have rarily se-nrurpasced,  Meanwhile, divest-
ed of my wet garments, and resting on a couch
of dry heath, nartoa blazing five in poor Peg-
gy's cabin, wah ber seated by my side, I heard
the history of her wanderwgs ; bow shn bad
s ughtime in saio at Whiskers’ Rents after her
release fr- w pri-on~—bow shame for her disgraca
bad driven her to another, and an obscurer part
of the wide town; but how, constantly, her
thouglts rested upon me—and how, at Jast, hope
fo:souk her, and sbe determined to end her days
in ¢ poor Quld Owreland, a:nong ler owae peo.
ple” 1listencd to this il slesp overpowered
m+; and swnen T aswoke, with the sua dorting
in threugh the chiok of the mud wall, poor Peg-
gy was prepring for me a breuklust which an
epicure would not have disdaized. I found out
afterwards that, swhie T was sleeping, my dear
+Id nurse hat walked miles to procure the ma-
tertals of which it was cotuposcd, with the same
desotedness of heart and pur.ose as when,
many years before, she had begged « a dhrink
of butthermitk ** for her paor little orphan boy,

1 stayed two days in the mountain valley, snd
aitnessed the fuoeral of the dead man, on whose

itoake 1 bad intruded; but I shall not describe

inteution towards, or even of any kuonledge of: klssa and teacs, and waviug one baud vver me, ‘ths. Meanwbile the men who had so pearly
hen, and seeking ouly slielter and rest. It ,av though to protect me from further injury, 'sacrificed me to their blind r1evenge, almost

wuuld Lave been veiter for we oot 1o have;

{But there was no need. ‘Ihie foremost smong

overwhelined me with their co «trition and prof-

*puken ; my speech betruyerl me for an Engluh-. se enraged agsailants speedily arranged theme fered services. They saud they would go bare-
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