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STA GEL AND.IN tliese days Mvien the popuhar actrcss 1lives
on velvet,' as thîe phrase goes, is belaudeti,
travels in private cars, bas lier diamonds
stalen, andi attracts almost as mucli public

.ittentiaîi as an empress, it is interesting ta look
back on some o' the carlier wvorten af tie stage
anti learn sometlîing af thir vicissitudes, talents
anti slîartcomings. It xvilh be founld that in
tliose tiays Mvien the stage periormer n'as far
mare ai an autcast than lie is to-day, there xvere
nonien tviio ived lioiîest, painstaking lives,
ati were admirable examples for somne of tie
mîodern petteti celebrities.

The carhiest actress of atîy prominence on thîe
1inglishi stage xvas Mrs. Bettertan, xvhio died a
x'ery aId wonian in 1712, anti n'as thie wvife ai
Lhe first gi'eat English tragedian. It is not
certaiîîly knoxvn, but it is consitiereti vcry prob-
able, thaàt shie xvas thîe first regular actrcss La
treat the boards in Englanti. Slîe %'as pro-
tic nced great because ai lier beautiltîl perform-
ances ai SI,-ikespearc's female cliaracters.

It is anc ai thue mast niarvellous thîings about
Shakespeare that he createdti oise exquisite
wvonîen ai his for men ta perform, anti was îlot
prevented by thîe cansciaustiess ai tlîis !fact ir,
giving thcm those divine feminine chiaracteristics
tiat xvill delight thie %voild farever. Certainly
Mrs. ]3ettertan contributet t he public appre-
diation ai thue great dramatist in no0 inian way,
ini first showing the British public thie gînriaus
stage passibilitics ai thiose cliaracters ai Ilis.
Lad, Aacbcthi xas lier grcatcst rôle, and tliougli
littie is knoxvn ai lier, iL is pheasant ta record
that that little paints lier as a devoteti auti
faitlfui xvife t'nraugh mati>' years ai liard labour.

Caniing haLer and departing eaî'hicr %vas the
jolly little singer, dance.r anti coniedictîne, Nelly
Gtmvtne, inîimortaliseti by thie tiving %vords af
K*' g Chuarles Il., ' Don't letpoor Nellystaîive.'
Cortainly, the K-ing, wvlo iever s.aiti a fooisli

Santi tever titi a wise one, abateti a little
\fahly whien lie niade thuis request for thîe

g -. littîe red-haireti ýinncr, whlo hati been truc
to Iîim alxvays, and vhio gave back ta iiu poor

the %vcIltl dit n'as
g1raîîîîd out of tOient
l'or the King's Illea-
sures. H-er fllme,
alas ! rests on otiier
s.la.nms than thio.%e of
lier art, andi she
probably w a s nl o

gret actress, but
j n s t a sprightly,
goid - licatcd lit tic
singer, %,hose head
%vas flot altogeilhet
turnti b>' the KiCng's
fav'our.

If you have read Charles 1Rea;d's
wvhole-souled novel. ' Peg Woffilng-
ton ' (of wlosil nmore anon), you
remiember the esteemn which Mýis.

* Atin l3racegirdle is reprebeiltcd as
having vvon ini the earlv * yays. 1-1er
puraty %von lier the -. mie of tlue
Dianla af the stage, and site i'as
a %vonlian whoman the poor ble.,sed
whien they saw lier, andi n ho, ac-

cord'îng to ail auliiarties, riclîly deser% cd
their beniedictians. Site lied fi-uni iL>b3 ta
1748,- saw thue don nfallI of the Stuaits andi
the rising af the Flouse of 1-anio% er, flie
wvars andi revolutions by wvlicli tlîis n'as
brouglit about; andi sheacýed on a stage tlîat
wvas iiin any thlîîgs vile, -so vile tlîat (lie

lles in the plays wvere enough ta befoul a
less earniest woman's soul. Her chlief charni
lay in thie ligliter draina, anîd lier dark bron n
liair and eyebron's, lier sparkliing black eye,
lier freshi, rich conmplexion, gave lier the appear-
atîce of a joyous, sparkliîîg creature whlever
sule appeareti. Site inspireti thîe best authors
to %%rite for lier, anid won tlîeir loi e into thîe
bargain, andi site is thie woma,î of wlian it nab
saidti fat sle lîad as mi) lo% crs as slàc liad1
meni iii lier audiences. *ccording tu flhe nîcîrr
practices ai thîe time sîîe iany Limies itirtiranI>
escapeti abduction by sorie of lier le.ss scrupul-
ans atimirers, andi once inticed %tas ill> s.w .cd
tlirouglî thîe rising of the Londion 1poptilat. ini
thic neiglibourlioid of Drury Lanle.

MNrs. Elizabethi Barry, possibly thîe greatest
actress if .1 at epocl, first introduced thîe faslî-
ion of extravagant dressing on thîe stage, ini
whvli slîe lias beeti followed by nîalîy less
eminent perforniers af tliese days. Iii one old
piece site appcared as Queen Elizabethi at lier
coranatian, and nianaged to procuire the robes
of' janies 11.'s Queen. Sle overcame mîany
criîdities, andi ini lier carl>' days gave no0 promise
of' thîe faie slîe aftern'ards acliieveti, according
ta tlîat good oid gossip, Colley Cilîber. lier
fatlier wvas a gentlcmna,-a colonel :in thîe army,
wlio liati f'ornîerly practiseti as a barrister. Site
toak !a thîe stage ini 1700 because sitc vas wvitli-
out nîcans. Linlike nîost of thie fanions wvani
of tliose days wlîeîî beauty wvas prizeti Sa ilucl,
slc n'as nit beautif'ul, but radlier a slubby crea.
ttrc, andi seenis ta liave been a great Lady,
Afacbc//i. Unîlappily, she docs not appear to
hav'e becn as exemiplary in lier ways as sornie af
lier contemporaries of less getîteel origiii.

Anlyoîie wlîo lias ever seenl Ehlen Terry 's
cxquisite inîpersonatian of iVance O1?/ieId
n'ill like ta lcarni sometlîing of thîe wvonian wh'lo
wvas Chuarles Rende s inspiration. Heniry Fieldi-
ing said tiat lier Il ravislîing perfections " wcre
sa much thec admîiration af cvery eyc andi cvery
car, tliat the> wvould remnain ini thie niieniorj, ai
nîaiiy wvlien tie plays site actcd wvere fargottesi.
Andi oId Cibbcî Pronou.îccs lier till, beautiful in
ad-Iioni andi aspeC;t %% itli a fa..e as bci,,ý olient as
lier lîeart. One wvlîcî a. disca.rdeti %uiLtr rose
in t pit ta uîigallantly Iliiss lier, site looketi at

liiiî n'ifl sucli witlieriîîg canitenipt andit re-
mnarked, 11'ar cre.tutre," tlat flic boor n'as glati
ta slink downn under Lhe seat andt out of siglit..
1,itli sucli pon rs aof scoril it ks no( woîîtieriul
tit slîe bie%,îiîe t1 great trâgedieiîîie, but un-

luier lici .~altages tif bitili .î,idl cdultgationi
titi flot nliake lier wliolly circunîspect, inilier
%'ays. eý 1)

Dr. Johinson pronauinceti Kitty Clive the best
act ress, lie eý er saw, ane nN lia at lier hîest ex-
LelleLI Garrick, anid a better romip tliaîi alîy lie
ever saw% ini nature ; wliile thîe genial Tate XVil-
kinsoii found lier a mixture ai comîbustibles'-
passianiate, cross, vulgar, -yet sensible, ver>'
sensible, and as a coii actress, a diamonit of
thec irst wvater. Slieappears; ta hiave beeti ugly,
b'ut a veritable godtiess ofi nirth, anti the n its
of thîe mîiddle portions% of the Lst century n cre-
neyer tiret ai singing ]iet' praises. \Vitli tliose
flnîeq liowever, Lthe rnanie ai Peg Woffingtoil is
for evet associateI a% its gi-eatest actress. Iler
genius for coliie(y wvas renîarkable, but nîany
seeni to have regardeth le Irish girl ats a great.
tragedienne as well. Slîe liad a demutre, pensive
face tlîat lit up nitx a ver>' lire af delight ini
conied%. lier dark e>es, anti lier dark curîs,
u hicli, siruîge ta sa> , sle n oie n% ithiaut, pou der,
non lier the repuitation ai being thîe niio.t bea-uti-
fui %%onian %%h liveer graceti1 thîe boartis. An> ati
whîo lias reati Chiarles Reade's novel, nmust
have fallenl in lave nvitl thie ideal cliaracter
Lucre presented, atn(l-.altliouigli thîe real Peg n'as
probably less «niigel, still thie tva> in niiicli Gar-
rick, %vlioni site loveti very dearly, absolittely
ji'led lier, gives a Lragic stie to thîe lufe ai titis
hl il genius wlioni ail tie %notrît fêted.

W.~e pass aver uih a wvord Mrs. Abiîigton,
wh-li Garrick pranouniceti silly andi false, anti
yet wlio rose fromn thîe position of barmaid ta
have great ladies ruîîining aiter lier for painits
on dress, anti ta stuti> lier m onterful diàtinction
ai naanner. Site na.s Slieridan'b ,..lîaicc for the
original of Li: Tcal'J.e, ti tîis speaks volumies
for lier talents. Thîe re.tl genius %, lia folloneti
lier ý%as Nlrs. Sitdils, thie greatest of' thecîî ali,
a %vamati on %ni oI aunies hiaie buen n ritten.
Tlîerc ne% er wvas a better stage figure. Fier
lîcîglît, abavc thîe middcle size, lier ligure cliarnil-
ing and ai deliciouis rouindriess, a beautifully
farnicd face, lit by eycs tlîat picrced iat thîe
ver>' souls ai lier auditars,-coîistituted lier cii-
dowv:neîts. Thec face, too, %v'as %%'otderfully
mobile, s0 tliat tliere wvas no eniotion tliat wasI
tiot pcrfectly exprcssc(l on it, andi yet it wvas
never overcliarged xvitli expression, accarding
ta thîe best jutiges. Tliere are adtresses wh'lo
cati look so terribly ierce, sa f'earfully %'roughit
up, duiat thîe scelle becotiies exaggerateti ; but
tlîis divine barn-storiîcr, vhîo atftcrv.rds be-
camne thîe wvorld's greatest actress, preserveti
thîe perfect classic nmedium. Thuis actrcss brings
lis tiLat thîe present, century. lier wvan(eriul
performanices ai Ladi, Mac1beth andi otlier great
rôles, lier geîiuine goodîiess aIl1 tliron.gl hifte,
lier pove rs ai mind,-taicse have made lier im-
tiiortal. Ani nlileîîthie actresses of to-daiyrefiect
tlîat ail tlîrouglî lier youtlî site played in barils,
travellet in thîe rain and storni along i..addy
roatis, and Ilad ta go %vitlîout a meal sanietimes,
thîey must tlîank tlîcir stars tlîat thigli wve do
not pet geins sa miucl i ovadavs, or regard iL
as so wanderiul a thuing, yet tie way for its
expression is mucli better paved tian iL wvas
ane liunîtred years ago.

THE PROMPTER.

It is abouit fiie tlîat a summner tlicatre wvas
iiistituted ini Toronto. Tliere is reason whly aur
tlieatrcs :slionî close promîîtîy at the endi ai
MNay Lit tliereabout, anti reniaiu %liroudedi ini
kiwsky glooni tintai carly September. But stircly
tliere is toom lu Toronto for an airy roof garden.

AU Dnry.


