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THE GRIZZLY BEAR.
The grizzly bear is the rnost for-

midable, anud ferociuusanimal in Cal.
* ifornia, and yot, %vith ail bis ferocity

oi disposition, rar-ely attacks a man
unless surprised or riiolested. Ho
nover lies in %vait for luis victiin. If
the Ituntor iuuvades luis reineat or dis-
putes bis pal b lie wiill figbit, otiier-

* wise contents lîimself, wvith the
immunitv %vbicli lie flnds in thie
wvilder-ness oi' bis home and the
savage grandeur or his nature. Lt
is nover safe to attacç hin-i with one
rifle ; foi-, if y-ou fail Io lit bini in
the vital part, he is on you in the
twink-liîug oU an ove. Your only
possibility of escape is up a near
tree, too slender for luis giant gnaspi:
and then. tiiere is something ex-
tnemely awkward in being on the,
top) of a tree ivith suchu a savage
nuonster ah tbe roof. flow long lie
wvill romain there you cannot tellI;
it inay be a day, and it rnav be a

t week-. Younantagonist istoosbrewd
ho hand you up y-our rifle or let you
corne dowî]i to got it. You are luis
prisonon, more safely lodged tban
in a dungeon, and lie wvilJ ,et you
at liberty' wh'en it suits him. lie
slee1)s not liimself ah lis post; day
and uighit bis. great flasbing ey-es
are fustened upon you. The lyre
of Onpbieus may have lulled te sleep,
the sentinel of Ilades, but its magie
tones bave neyer charmed ho sluni-
ber the sentinel of the Califonnia
forest. The futîl gnown Califonnia
bc-ar measures froin ciglut Io ton
foot iii length, and four or five in
girth. Il is strength is tnomendous,

his embrace death. Hiad the priest
or Apollo fallen into bis folds, li.
wvould have perislied Nvithiout any or
those protracted agonies w hich the
synipathctic muse lias %vailed round
the world. Nature lia. tlirown
over hinm a coat of mail, sort indeed,
but impervious o flie storm anid the
arrov of the Inditin. The fur, wvbich
is of a darki brown colour, is nearlv
a span long, and when the animal
is enraged, each particuini' bair
stands on an end. His food in the
summer is chielly berrnes, but ho
ivili now and Ilion, on some of bis
fenst days, siaugliter a bullock. In
winter lie lir es on acoins, wliîcli
abound in tlieso furests. Ile is un
excellent cîlier, and %vill nscend
a large oaki witli the rapidity of a
tan up the slirouds of bis Shit). In
procuring liis acorns, when on the
îree, lie does flot mnrifest lus usual
ounning. lnsten-d oftlirashiing tlîem
dovn like flic Indian, he selects a
ivell-stocked l nîb, tIirows insel r
upon its extremity, and there lia *ngs
swinging and jerhing 1111 the l1mb
gives ivay and dowui they corne,
branch, acorns, and bear togethor.
On iliese atonns lie becomnes ex-
tremely fat, yielding tel] or fifleen
gallonîs of oi, whlicli is said Io be
bufficieritly pungent, nutritive as a
ton ic Io tul'î a siatui's narble bond.
'fl'le she bear bias une peculnritv
that niust puzzle üei tlie pbiloso-
pluicaliîquirer. Assoon assbiedis-
covers Jiorseîf witb vouuug, she
ceases 1o roim the forost, and
irodcstly retires froni tbe presetice
of oihens 10 some secluded grotto.
Tbei'o silo rennins, while ber maIe
companiofi, wvîti a consideration
tlîat does bonoun I bils sex, britug
lier food. Slie roappears ah length
wvith her two cubs, and woo 10 thn
luckless wviglit wbo sîîould atternpt
Io injure .nr molcst tlîem. Thoy
are guarded by an affection and fero.

12 1.


