THE CANADA LUMBERMAN,

India Rubber and Wiliers it Comes
From.

The following description of tho India
rubber treo, and of the manufacture of Tudia
rubber was written by Col. A. R, Porria
Labrs, an onterprising morchant of tho Rio
Parua and also a member of the housc of
députics of tho province of Amazones, who
nss published it in pamphlet form and was
condensed by a correspondcent of the Boston
Journal, from which paper wo copy it

The ** Seringneria ' is & tall, perpondion-
Iar tree with littlo foliage, growing and
thriving on low land in a dense forest of

rpetual verdure, It attains a hoight of
Pr%m 20 to 40 metres and a dismetor of about
ono motre, but gencrally less. Tho leaf at
a distance looka like that of the *“ Moniva
on account of its length, division and colour.
It falls during tha mouth of Septombor, tho
summer season, but after 15 days tho tree is
olothed with new foliage. The soed is very
similar to that of the ‘* Mamons,” but i
smaller and contains oil of the aame nature.
The sap of tho trce is as white as, and of
about the consistency of, vary rich mitk or
very poor orcam, and from this is Prepared
(by and of the smoke of burning **dococo’
kdried palm nut an elastic sabstancy well
‘‘nown throughout Europe and America as
in India rubber,” but called here * Borrac-
ha" (a leathorn bottle) on account of the
form it takes as prepared for matket.) An
inﬁnilty olf t;m ang applictati&n for thfm :na-
terial agd the produotyof i ufacture

sives i\zlch lm{ 'valun'l?le_ro’.urnmt?tho pro-
ﬁucor, aud a constantly increasing demand
and to sustain theso high prices ruling inthe
principal markets ot Europe and Amerion ar
well as at Para.  Its extraction and prepara-
tion may be considered even to-dsy a new
industry, as wall as an inexhaustible sourco
of wealth, The rivers Msdeirs, Juvua
Xi,ngm_u and Puras, as well as othor aidueats
of the Amazon, have been already oxplored
and worked to advanfage. The Purus, to
the distance of 800 Jeagues, with its many
Inkos and tributaries, produces this tyeo
abundantly, and its foreats have alrcady
been explored for the distance of 900 miles.
Each labourer, man or woman, no matter
which, can collect daily from 11 to 13
pounds of fine rubber, worth 62 cents por
pound, and there are some who extract from
17 to 23 pounds. Theaverage production is
about 100 pounds to each person, but there
are men who have made double that amount
during the season. The danger of destruc.
tion to this fountain of wealth exists in the
ignorar.ce and recklessness of the workmen,
who often kill the trce by careless and
ueglectful tapping. Their cmplovers tako
no pains to prevent this, as thoy pay noth-
ing for the land or the treew,

At tho begioming of tho summer the la.
bourers commence to locate themselves
among the serin Here on the Purus this
period 18 from the last of April uatil Janu-
ary, but the best time is from May until
Se})hmber, whon the tree aheds its leaves.
Aftor the new foliago starts, tho milk con-
tains much water, and tho rubber, in rela.
tion to the t}ulntity of milk, is diminished
two-thirds of its ordinary weight, In pre.
paration for. and to facilitate, the collection
of ths nuik tho Jabourers make through $he
woods a path called * estrada,” or a street,
to the foot of each seringa tree, until the
reach §0 to 120 treas, clearing away all

bushes and other obstiuctions around each, !

This 18 done with a lar%)e Auwmerican knife,
but a bush scythe would be better. Having
completed this work the laborer placesat the
foot of each tree the little cups for collecting
tl.. milk called ¢¢tigelinkas '’ distributing
usually from three to eight to cach tree, ac.
oording to its sizo, until 500 to 700 “ tige.
linkas" have been disposed of. He then
makes 8ix or more slashes ia the bark with
& large knife so.that the sap will flow.
Some wasto several days in this preparation,
which being completed un the following
morning very carly they commence the ox
traction and cplleotion of the milk, Be-
tween the hones of five and six the work.
man goes out on his path with a raachiduba
(a very large knife) a mass of damp and
plastic olay of the consiatency of putty, and
a voasel or bucket in whick to collect and
convey the milk to the smoker. Passi
round the tres he makes with his kaife ob.
hque and downward slashes from the cor.
ners of the horizontal onos made befote, like
tho lotter V, to lead the sap into the cup,
which he fixes at the point of junotion wit
a littlo of his wet clay, continning tho same
operations with pach tres on his path until
ho reaches the laast.  He then immediately
and very quickly returns to the first, where,
with his bucket on his arm_he Procoedn to
on.pty into it the ‘¢ tigelinkas’ which are

filed with milk, leaving themn at the foot of
tho troe or hunFing to a necighbouring one,
until he has colleotod tha milk from all the
trees, having done this ho conveys it in
hasto to the smoker, who converts it into
rubber and thea empties his bucket into a
largo zino or carthern basin,
In a large earthern pot without a bottom
1s kindled with the nut of tho palm trce a
tire, whicli makes a dense smoko that asa.
cends through the neck of tho pot. Tho
{smoker has a wooden ma}d with a long
! handle, shaped like a paddlv, over which he
pours with a gourd a quantity of muik and
then passos it over the mmoke, which it ra-
v pidly hardens, leaving on tho mold a fila.
mont tho thickuoss of a sheet of paper. Ho
continucs to repeat this process until ho has
used up all the milk mn the bamn, whioh
takca about two hours, moro or less, accord-
ing to tho quantity, Tho next day he makes
s cut round the blade of the patdlo by
which ho withdraws it, putting the rubber
in thosuu to dry. When it 18 well smoked
it is of a dull yollow color, and when badly
smoked w dirty white. Neverthelo-s, inthe
coursy of time both becomo black. Through
remaiying too long in tho smoko,or through
tho neglixence or want of activity :gethe
i smoker, the milk coagulates before 1¢ 1s
thoraughly smokod, and this causes the dif.
ference in tho quality in tho rubber as clasi.
sitied, ‘*tioa, ontre fin, and sernamby.”
The ¥fina’ is made from the milk 1n por-
foct condition, the ** entre fina” when it 1s
satursted and bogins to coagnlate, and the
*“ gornamby” when tho nulk coagulates na.
tarally, or thero has fallen into it sume ex.
traneous substances, such as water, bark
sud precos of rubber, or on account of the
uncleanness of the vossels 1 which 1t 1a
collected. All tho milk that remawns i the
cups aftor emptyiug, cr that mins down the
sides of the trces, coagulates and makes
“sernamby "’ only two-thirds the value of
s fine,” This work is repoated day alter
fay, the gashes that aro made in thoe trees
t tho distance of one docimetre from the
ground are repeated one over the other, as
igh as a man can reach, and tho cups are
raiscd succeasively ronnd the trees and each
change is called by the workmen, ‘‘reacao.”
This 18 wsually the work of oue weok. Tho
patus or estrados, will not fast over threo
months of ateady working ; therviore 1t is
necessary for the tubber gatherer to prepare
two for thoseason. Somo mako four. Hcre
on tho Purus, of which I have been specially
speaking, thoy always use two or more.

-

A Horse's Revenge.

Horscs are not usvaily vindictive or re.
vongefal, but loave their wronya to bo re-
dressed by tho Society for the Protection of
Animals., Occasionally, however, thoy take
upon themsclves topumish these who ill-treat
them, as 18 shown by tho foliowing inc.dent,
which was watnessed Jately in the strects of
Paris: A cartor driving a heavily-laden ve-
aiclo through a narrow strect contrived,
through hus own awkwardness, to eutangle
the animal's logs in the shafts of tho cart.
Jnstead of endeavouring to liberato his
orse be commeuecd strnking it brutally on
thenose audhead, and continued doing sodur
ing during some minutes, notwithstanding
the indiguant remoostrances of the lo.kxers-
on. At tirst the puor beast bore patiently

i these unmerited blows, but after a while,

maddoned by the pan 1t suffered it rotaliat.
¢d by seinng the man's right arm botween
1ts teoth, lacerating the flesh a.d breaking
the bone w thres dulerent places. TChe
spectators who interfcred at this juacturo

{and tricd w forco tho animal to lot go its

hold were not touched by tho horse, but
1t resolutely refused for some timo to relax
its grip upon taoc carter’s arm, and whea at
length the man was removed to a littlo dis.
tance 1t endeavoured persoveringly to get at
him agawn. The 1ujuries recoivod were so
serious a8 to nccessitato tho unmediate am-
patation of the laceratod limb, and tie
Katlcnt lics at tho hospital 1n a criticat cuas-

iticn.  Wanton fil.usage of animals is, how-
over, 80 cowardly an offcnso that ono can
hanﬁy feel mmuch sympathy for the sufferer,

|

GaRripaLpr loft his peaceful home, not-
withstanding his severe prostration, and
went to Milangaeceiving an oxtraordinary
ovation thorc,x-L:udcr to g atify his wife,
who was dotermincd to havo him appear
with hor in the town whero she was former
Jy a humblo peasant woman.

A woMAN accidently went to church
with two bonnets on her head-—ono stuck
insdo the other—and tho other women io
the congregation almoat dicdof envy They
thought it- was a new kind of bonnet, and
oo sweet for anything,

Bawdust as Bedding.

A vorrespondont of tho Amertcan dgri-ul.
turist writos: Wo havo tried for two ycas
dry sawduat in tho cow’s stable, aud on the
wholo liko it Lotter than any bedding we
have over triod, It makos a more comfort
ablo bp ), conpletely alsorbs tho unine, and
the cow 18 kopt clean with less labour thau
whon any other is used, The objection to
ealt-marsh sods, dried, or to headlands sud
dry muok 1s, that thoy soil the cow and
mako 1t necossary to wash thu bayg bufore
m:lkwg.  Stra v, of all sorts, soon becomes
foul, and without more oaro than tho avor.
age lured man 18 hkoly to hestow, »oils tho
cow's bag also. Dry sawdust is clean, and
makes a soft, spongy bod, and s an oxcol
lent absorbrnt.  The bag is kept clean wath
the aid «f a coaree brush without washing.
A chatge of 106 bushels in a common box.
stall, or cow stablo will last a munth, if the
manuro, dloppu L upon tho surfaco is remov-
ed duly. The porous nature of tho material
admits of porfeot drainage, and of rapid
ovaporat:on of the liquid part of tho manure,
The sawdust 13 not so pericct au absorbent
of ammonia as muck, but 1t is a much but.er
one than straw, that necds to Lo d.ied daily
1 thosun and wind to keep 1t in oumfortablo
condition for tho ammale. Iun the vioumty
of saw and shungle muls, aud of the shup
yards, the sswdust accumulates rapidly, and
1t 18 a troublesome waste that mill owavrs
aro glad to.get nid of, It caun Lo had for the
carting. But ovon whercit 13 sold at ono or
two conts a bualel, a common prico, it
makes & very cheap and subatantial bedding.
Tuo saturated sawdust makes an cxcollent
manure, and is go tine that it can be used
to advantage in driils, It is valuablo to
fovscn compact clay soils, and will help to
maintain moisturo on thiu sandy and gra\-ul-
ly sols, There is a cho.cu in the variety of
sawdust for manure, but not much for bed.
ding, Tho hardwoods muke a much better
fortilizor than the resinous timber  To keep
a milch cow 1n clcan, comfortable condition,
wo have not found its equal,

A P;oﬂtable Traflic.

(From tho Loutdon To'egraph.)

Au ontirely now branch of industrial bus:
0o 1n conncctivn with the still thnving
trado inrelics of cannomzod ceclesiastical no
tabilitiecs has recently been developed by
the monks of Mount Athos, who aunnuall
dispatch a large number of revercnd truvoi
lers a this particular clazs of commodity to
the Ruesan Government of Oreuburg, A
lively 2nd clironic demand for reli.s appean:
to obtain among tue whabitants of this pro
vinee, and t s Iatest OX&)O(IICD'- for keeping
up tho nccossary supply adopted by th
priestly purveyors docs iutinite crodit ¢
thor ingenmity. Having provided them
aclvas befure starting on Slcll’ rounds with «
few good sohd bones of doparted saints, duly
authenticated by some exulted episcopal us
monastic authority, they proceod to sawu
this stock into exticmely thine' vy, Eac
slico s then framed aud glazed, a tho man
ger of & miniature portrait, and oither ox
hibited W the credulous peasantry for .
wmoderate feo, or parted with altogether at
& heavy figuro to somo devout capitalis
whoso means perimt him to becomeo tho ab-
soluto posscssir of s0 precivus an objuct.
About s1x weecks ago a party of theso saga |
ctous Sawbones sct up a bouth 1a the porti
co of Orsk Cathiedral, and have si000 done
uncommonly well, accordu.g tothe Culogoe |
Gazetto, in framed fragments of wonder
working tibia and femors, once Joubtless, ,
ased for locomotive purposes by saints and
martrys of wndisputsble ment. But tho as!
tute relic-rotailers, 1n view of the hardioss
of tho times just now i1n Russia, have sup-
plemented thur speaal tradoby lorgo dcall-
ings 1n blessed balsums, sanctitied salves,
and miraculous mixtures, which aro oagerly
bought up at top pricea by intirm aud sickly

[}
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| FAOTS AND INOIDENTS.

! Ir was caloulated in Eogland some time
ago that not one book in 1,840 goes through
a socond edition, and not ono in many thou.
sands a third,

Tk Govornment of Italy pays only $i9,¢
000,000 yearly for penslons, deapite two or
thieo wars and revolutions and the penaion.
g of olvil officials,

Mus. Yoakam, of Coos River, Qregon
carrios on a farm with the help of one hi
wan, and sho and hor daughter lsat ssason
ad down sixtoen hundrod pounds of but-

\ ter.

' ‘Tugthree Roman Catholic churches of Tos
routo have gone into the risky businese of
conducting savings banks. Theso are small
wstitutions, however, and are intended to en.
courage littlo Loards. Tho banks aro open
only on Sutunln)[ ovoniugs, and tho total
amount on Jeposit is about $15,000,

A venrvaN named Rubner has been make
1.4 sumo 1ntoresting expenments to deter.
mine what proportions of the several ingre.
dieuts of various foods are absorbed in the
body. It was found that with earrots apd
potatovs no less than 39 per cens,
through the hody, leaving 61 per cent.
be retained, 1t was preved that {ar more
of tlorh 18 retained thaa of any other food.

Tug public receipts of the Japaness em;
pie for tho year ending June 30, 1880, wers
about $55,000,000, T&a oxpenditure was
c%ua\lto the income. The publio debt ia
£250,000,000, but very nearly four-fifths of
1t partakes of the character of terminable
annuitice, The interest and the debt aver.
t%c 6 per cent., whareas the opdinary rates
of intercst in lelu nnée from 4 per ocent,
(0 9 per cent., and the Chinese governmens
bad to pay 8 per cent, on ite last loan,

Sk E. T, Rxxp, Naval Coustruotor,
writos that the Livadia, 333 by 153, at
her vaiy first trials, and under some tem.
porary disadvantages, attained a speed of
nearly sixteen knots an hour. On her way
to Spaa the weather showed signs of becoms
g very tough soon after they left Bx”k
tbut the Grand Duke Constaniine, Lor
. High Adnural of Rusis, refused to put baock
; conmdening the opportunity an excelieut one
, for testing the vesscl.  “ We consequently
| steamod away into.tho very teeth of the
+ Buy of Biscay gale, which gradually grew,
, angrier, and the following morning blew at
1ts wildeat, Her steadiness was most ree
y markubli, Tho confidence of the Duke, in
i refusing to turn back, was justified, l&d
, both Admiral Sir Houaton Stewart, the
+ Comptroiler of the Navy, who was on board
» aud wyself arp mdebted to his Royal High-

ness for a most 1nstrugtive sea experience.”
1 Yho damaye done to her was by wreckage.

' Ireland is still Ireland, and the sqoial
"storm still pipes higher and higher. In
:spite of all that is said, those who live will
sco that tho union will not be repealed, and
that landlords will not be abolished. Toace
will bo brought back, if forco is necespary,
with tho strong hand, and there will be ve
churouch changes in the land laws, in
somothing like equity and reatonablensss

| brought to hold sway in the relstions,of

landlord and tenant. “And whether o?x'xot
tho Houso of Lords throw ot sach temedial
measurcs they ars bound to pass, and the.
moro they aro opposed the more thavay

anl frr.rcaching they will eventuyally

made. Aye, and the changes won't be ¢an-
fived to Ireland. The land question booms
targely up in England and Sootland also,
aud before all tho play is played out there
sl ho chavges cffectod whreh will fill sowe
with horror, but a ftctt many more with
gladnies and gratitude. A mau that lels out
tho u:c of a certain raw material called land,
lbias o right to his rent aud to the land back
again, but not to all the improvements the
tcuant has made on it by his skill and
capital. These in justine belong to thoman

beliovera, Ttis cstimated that wiathin th ho | ut them thero, and tho way landlords
last s1x years tho mouks of Mount At' o | have for gencrationa cookl* taken passpesion
have realized 2,000,000 roubles—about £3v0 | of them, as if it wero all right, is just as

000—clcar profit, by thair sales in Russi
alone.

A LaDy in the Now Havon Hoapital, whe
had been taking morphia in order to get
sleop, for many nights was givon a botth
labelled ¢ elecping drope,” but filled only
with water. She complained that themed.
icine was rather strong and braced her head,
aud after tho dosc was reduced slopt com-
fortably ovory night for a wonth,

Prisce Ruporr ot Austna, after an old
family custom, has sent flowers to the Prin-
cosa Stthmo overy morning since their
botyothal, no matter whore sho way bave

been staying or travelling,

disgustir ¢ as it is monstroue, In fact, the
telations hctween landlord and teasut even
in Canada, necd a good deal of straightening
up, for thoy arc geoarally of & very jug-
handled description —all being in favour of
tho stronger party. What sengo is there in
all that power of summarily seiziog all shat
may bu on tho prcmisca for rentl Why
should the lapdlord have Srecu]mw over
overy other creditor 2 Indeed a f.od many
other *¢ why's** might Lo put in this conneo-
tion not eamly answercd, except that the
laudlords have had tho greatest say in
makiug the law, and huve gonorally tskea
ood caro of themseclves and their olass
teroats,



