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"elitirchi iii union wviIi Christ is a great thiîne oif
the pistle to tic Effliesiaîis. I t is shiowil to bc

eliseil, facceptod, endowed, and enniclied iii Christ. I t
is ilus livinîg body, lîoly temple, lîcavenly Bride, thec
bodyv of tic Lord, the temple iii the Lord, the Bride
for tlîe Lord.

As tlîis Epistie reachies fartier forward thian pc'hiaps
aiiy otlier iiito tlîe couisels of Cod concerning Ilis

rcemeso also it heginis furtmer back, and rèc:tll.3
gome of tlîe eaîrliest, scenles in lIunian hiistory. It ex-
11ltins Uic 11hiaveiilY idIaces wliich Cod migcns to, flic
chiircli, by tlîe garden %vliiell lHc plaîîted in Eden,
wlie tlîc flrst inan and wornan of our race dwelt iii
union.

Adam wvns the son of Ged and lîcir of tUe world.
So is Christ, and in a far~ more exalteti degree. It wvas
not grood tliat the maîî sliotild bc alonc in bis inhieritance,
aDd ctlîcrefore God mnade Il an hielpmcet for liinî " and
brouglit lier to tue man. So aise it lias seecd good
te the Divine wisdoni that Jesuîs Christ sluould not Uc
alone, but have a Bi-ide te dwell in Ris love and share
Blis iihieritance.

N11ow the %%oman wns net only made for tlîe man but
aIse nmdc froxtu hum-taken eut of lus si:le. "lThe
Lord God caused a dec1> slccp) to fall upon Adami amnd
lie slcp)t, and I-le took ont oue of' bis nUbs, and clos(ed(
împ the dce-h iîîstead thereof, and thie rib whichi tlie
Lord God Uiad takeni from main made He a woman,
and bro'.xAit lier unto tîme nman?" Siga titis of tlîe deep)
sleep of death -,vichli feli ulion Christ, and of the great
spiritual trutli that the chuircl derives its very life from
tlii Lord, so that Chnistiaus are nmberq of His body,
of Hlis flcsli, and of lis boues. Thiis is in virtumc, not
of the incarnation, but of the atonement. The former
brouglit Christ into our nature, net us into communion
wvithi Rium, but frorn Ris Jeep sleep) an(l burii1 Uc lias
derived Ilis bride. As fromu the riven side of Adam
vas formed tlîe wvoînau, so from the riven side of Jesmîs
Chirist is constituited the cliurich. It is of 1-Ea as wel
as iron i Him, and, because of its enigin, lias a profauu<
s ymnpaliv wvith Iiim and a cemmunity of lifè. ?*n a
word, tlîe chur-cl i, after an ineffabie, spiritual iinannier,
an extraet from or product of the last Adam eveni Christ.

lihis is truc properly of the church conîplete and
corperate. INo imîdividual C hristian, or party of Chris-
tians, can elaim te be tUe body or the Br-ide of Christ.
Tiis hionour belongs to the whr"',, assenubly of saints.
But the doctrine is profitable to belhevers individuallv,
that tlîcy may knowv their chîurchl calling, as involving
tlîeir liaving beexi chiosen in' Cihrist, andaihaving- received
aIl spirituial lifé from Ged in virtue of the wounds and
death of Christ. Now they are rooted and built upl
in Him, st, engthened and solaced by Hum :- for nuo
man ever yet hiated bis owvn ilesh, butt nourislieth and
cîerisheth, even as the Lord the churcli."

WVhen Adamn rose froi bis deep slcep, Ced brought
te hini the wNîoan whvlo should be bis hielpmnate and
consort, and the words wvbich ever since have described
and censecrated inarriauge were spoken by the risen
minn It was net the union of Adam and Eve, for the

naine Il Eve " was not giveli til if ter the Fail. it wt&w
the iliarriage of Ibli anîd Islîa_-t.lîe iiianj and the woînjan.
Se to Chlrist i isen froîîî tie sleep of death i brotîglit
the h'. îng, chu rch, anid the nmrrag 11 to Il inu tliat
iS risen fhuiiî the dle.'' Thijs i the ideal of tht.
chiniclî's posi.ion iîow- a po'sit ion to be maîî lift!4vdl anîd
deciared witl greait j-)v '.vlî t he J1linreli wh.vlmi is niov
iii course of formiat in, gruowtli, andi pu î:ticatioîî, i8 cotal-
1'leted, anda the Bride is sliown ili lier bealuty Lis the
Laffs Nvf :-I i' glo! ioUs. clior-cli nwt hmîving spIot oi
wriiiklc or any such tliing, but lioly amîd without

Il Thi is a great, iiiysterty." T[le iiiiostle Patil ment
by the terni iay.ste-ry " a gretit meimlgious~ t riat, lonig
Ilîtaîen froin the iiidis of 11W!i, blut at Ia-st imide known
ini the spirit. '1 lins lie l1ole of the format ion of Jew'-
anda Centiles imito oIIC body1 the chmtircm as a grear,
nIlystery ; maid the inîiliation aînl exaltation of Christ
as the inystery of lliety iii comitrast wîi the înystery
of inuquity. lit the sanie sense lie describes the uniion
of Christ and tue clinireli as a gieat ny-stery. 'l'le Vul-
crate lias tule translation ''Sacra nten!lit n hoc rintgiiurn est,"'

AI as the word " sacrainint II caie iii course of time
to bc ascribed to certimui religions rite~s su;'posed to ba
the authentic clînni-els of di vinle grace, it lias resulted
that titis Veî*sc Ls qnoted to prove tlîat inati înîomiy is a
lîuly sacrainexît anid omie of seven sacramnents. Titis
inuch we nst on onr part aflirm, tiat tlie whnole pais-
sage iii wliicli our text lies elevates and eniiobles the
conception of mnriageanmong C t is. T1hat which
mnay bc nsed to illnstrmte thec lioly intimate union of the
liedeeiner and ftUe recemed is indeed an augnst andl
sacred ordinance of 00(1, but tlien it is not a sacrament
oif tlie churcli; it is flot e% en confincd to Clîri.stians but
belongs to tlîe lnuan race. The answer to those wvho
on the authority of titis p)assage talkc of tlîe sacraiment
of' inatrimony is easy. It is th e union of Christ and the
clinrich, iiot the union of an ordinary liuisband and wife
that is cmlcd "la great invstery." Moreover, the word
dimystery " nowhere in Scriptnire means what ecclesiq.s-
tics cali "la saceramiient." Our dlivines have been wont Le
allow two sacraments-Baptisin and the Lord's Snipper
-though we slionld have done mucli better l»ud wve
avoided the word sacrament altogetlier. But tîmose two,
ordinances whicli have aumiiom'ity antl dignity in the New
Testament are ixowliere culcd îiysteries. On the other
h:mnd, we have the inystery of the clinrol position _f
tlîe Gentiles-the xnystery of tlîe seven stars, and tbet
mystery of the -woinan ini înrle anid scarlet and the
seven-meadcd ten-horned bcast thiat; carricd lier. If
bc my.stery " is to bc triisblitedl Il acramner t," are thesu
dlso to Uc added to thie other seven ?

But te return to the truth before us. Tue churck
iyttcal or aj'irittual is tlîe Bride of the Laiub, and of
the Lamnb as siaixi and risen from, tue dead. Alas ! it
is plain that the thîings spoken of tlîe marriage as wehll
as of thie formation of the church apply properly to the
wlîole of tlie chiurch, lqnd not a, part. .Nevertheless the
truith aîîd coinfort, of these tliings, înay be known to par-
ticular churches andl even to iridividtial Chiristiaus '.vb>
knov their hligh calling of God. St. Paul said to a
particular church, I have espoused you as a chaste
virgin to Christ," and tlîe sanie apostie, wvriting to in-
dividual Christians, thius expresses tlicir ne'v relatioa
to Christ: -,, My brethren, ye are become dead te the
law by the body of Ch'frist, tliat ye shuuld be xnarried te
another, even te hirn that is raised fromn the dg(ad, tUaiL


