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Tu the Editor of the Record.,

1R —

You well know the high character of the Rev.
Dr. Rice of Cinciupati, and vour colutnus have
sometitnes been enriched with extracts from the
excellent paper, ealled 2'%he Preabyteriun of the
West, which he edity. I do not think that that
paper is much read in Canada, aud it is on this
account, that I ventare, with your perinission, to
quote a notice, which I see in a late number of it,
of a new work, which the Editor is abont to pub.
lish, it will be entitled Gon Soveretes aAxp Max
Frer, or, the doctrine of Divine Foreordination
and Man's Free Agency, stated, illustrated, and
proved from the Scriptures.  ‘The volumne is to be
hound, and to cost one-half dollar. Now sir, 1
know fromn your high opinion of the author, you
will excuse this way of advertising his book, spon-
tancously adopted by mysclf, and you will join
with e, who have had some personal intercourse
with the respected author, in assuting your read.
ere, that from his pencirating mind, and great ex-
perience in ‘Theological polemics, to say nothing
of still higher gifts and graces of the Christian di-
vine, which are found in him, they may reacon-
ably expect to find in the forth-coming vo'ime,
an able discuasion of the profound, but important
theine announced in the title. I obswrve that
Mr. John D. Thotpe, Bookscller, Cincinnati, is
the Publisher. I have no doubt that our friend
Mr. Mcl.cllan, Bookseller, Hamilton, would take
otders for it. Perhaps you could also receive ot

ders for it at the Hecord office.

Yours, &c.,

W, Rixtorr.
‘Toronto, 17th April, 1850.

We most cheerfully comply withthe concluding
suggestion, in regard to Dr. Rice’s work ;5 and from
what we know of the other writinge of its accom.
plished author, have no doubt but ne will give to
the world a rcadable and profitable book, on a
subject which, pethaps, more than other in The-
«ology, is misrcpresented and misunderstood,

PO —
REV. DR. DUFF.

Many of our readers will have observed, from
‘recent of the Jlissionary Record of the
Free Churck,that this devoted and apostolic Mis-
sionary was to 2ail from Bombay on the 17th of
this month, and will in all probability reach his
nMtive land in time to attend the easuing meeting
-of the General Assembly of the Free Church. It
was in 1829 that Dr. Det¥ left the shores of Britain
for India,and baving braved the frowns of atropi-
cal climate for abont 20 years, he retums loaded
with the highest possible b , encireled with
taurels unfading as the h. Who that lis-
tened to the farewell address of the Doctor deliv-
cred inthe General Asvembly of 3839, whea after
tiis health was in some measure re-established, he
was on the eve of retuming to the former scene
of his labours—who that listcned to that addrers,
an address even transcending his usual strains of
cloquence, and loohed at the shatiered and par-
Jized framc of the speaker, would have ever ex-
grected to sce him again in Scotland? But the
Taord's ways arc not as man's ways, nor His
thoughts as man’s thoaghts.  He is graciously
preserving his servant, and will we trust preserve
him for many yeans to come, to awaken the ener-
gics, the alumbenng cncrgies of the Britsh Jsles,
ou behalf of the vast plains of Hindostan, Ttis,
we believe, the intention of the Free Church, in
<compliaace with his own special desire, 10 appoint
Dr. Daff 10 the Coavenersdiip of the Foreign Mis.
sions, as an ofiice the best fitted for carrying on
that work so dear to him, and in which ke has
cxpeaded the very pnme of hisdays. In order
to render him will wmore it for discharmng the
dutics of such an office, fie bas been exploring and
travelling for e 1azt s moathe, the whole of

all the Presidencies, and cxamined the state of
the various Missionary ustitutions established ot
these respectively,  Desides, he has perambulnted
the whole of the northerst region, and penetrated
a3 far as Luliore, the miglty fortress of the Great
Moguls.  \Whilst the frutt of these researches will
erelong, m all likelliood be given to the world at
{arge, the extennve knowledie he has acquired of
the vanous localities, as well as of the customs,
und manners, and superstitions, of the vagons
teibes of India, will render hun all the more cone
petent for the discharge of lus duuces s Convener,
and for arouung the Chnstian public to a yot
deeper sense of their obligatons and povileses on
behalf of that bemghted land.  We look forward
to lus return to Old Scotsa with the njost glowang
anuicipations, and feel confident that he wili be

uaently justr ! in arousing not only onc,
but all the Churchies to more entire self-devoted.
ness and selfsacrifice in fuliitling the Conunission
with wluch they are entrusted—+ Go into ali the
world, and preach the Ga+pel to every creature.
Then, and not till then, will days of revival shine
on every branch of the wvisible” Catholic Church.
Thien, and not till then, will the force of the say-
ing be fully realiced— It 13 more blessed 1o give
than to receive'—Hul. Pres. Witness.

PSS .
WALTER SCOTT AND JOHN KNOX.

If we were to draw any comparison of the
greatneas of Kaox and Scots, our estimate would
doubtleas be put down asthe result of Presbyterian
bigotsy. But the parcliel has fortunately been
alrcady drawn by one capable of measuring such
men, aud who has recorded hisjudgment concern-
ing themn,  ‘Thomas Carlyle, has studicd and de-
seribed them both, and his conclusion is, that in
real greatness, religion apart, **far as the carth is
under the heaven.” does Scott stand below Knox.
But let us have Carlyle’s own words, in the fifth
volume of his Miscellanies in the * Review of
Lockhar'’s Life of Scott.””  Fuller descriptions of
John Knox he gives in his “ Book of Heroes and
Hero Worshipl

+ Whether Sir \Valter Scott was a great man,
is a question with some; but there can be no
question with any one that he was a most noted,
and even notable man.  Not little; yet ncither is
he great.  There were greater men, more than
onc of two in his own age. Among the great of
all ages one aces no likelihood of a place for him.

* Surely he were a blind critic who did not re-

- cognize in his works & certain genial, sunshining

freshness and picturesquencas ; paintings both of
scenery and figures, very graceful, brilliant, occa-
sionally full of grace and glowing brightness
bleaded in the sofiest composures ; in fact, a deep
sincere Jove of the heautiful in nature and man,
and the readicst faculty of expressing this by ima-
gination and by word. No fresher paintings of
naturc can be found than Scot's; hardly any
where a wider sympathy with man.

“But, after all, in the Joudest blaring and
yumpeting of popularity, it is ever to be held in
mind, as a2 truth yemaining tree for ever, that
literature has other aimns than that of harmles.
sly amusing indolent languid men ; or, if literature
have them not, then literature iea very poor afe
fair, and somcthiag clse mist have ihem, and
must accomnplish them, win thanks, or without
thanks ; the thankful or thankless world were not
long a world otherwise! Under this head there
islittle 10 be soualt or found in the Waverly
Novels? Not protitadle for doctrine, for repront,
for cdification, for huilding up or clevating in any
shape? “Ihie sick heart will find no healing here,
the darkly struggling heart no guidance; the
heraic that isinall mea no divine awakening voice.

* But 20 it was; in this ninetceath century our
higheat literary man, who, imnmeasarably above
alt others, commanded the world’s ear, had, as it
were, o esage whatever 10 deliver 10 the
waorld 3 wished unt the world 1o elevate ficclf, 10

the vast wmstosy of Mindistan, e Das visited ¢ sucad niscily canag nothing dor the spititval pur-

port of his work, whether it tended hitherward,or
hitherward, or hiad no tendency whatever,

« Hontour to all the brave aend teue 5 everlasting
houour to brave ol Rnox, one of the truest of
the trae! that, fn the moment when he and b
causy, dund cvil braals, in convulsion and con-
fusion, were still but etrugaling for life, he sent
the schoolmaster forth 1o all corners, and eaid,
¢ Lot the people be taught 2 thiy is bat one, aud
indeed o nevatable nud comparatively incona-
derable itens i Jus great message 10 men, Tlus
great message fnox dud deliver with a man's
voice and streagth, and found a peeple to bebeve
I The Scotelt national claracter orivinates
m any circumstances; iest of all, in the Saxosn
stufl diere was to work on, but geat, and beyond
all else except that, in the Presbyterian gospel of
John Knox.”

‘P'ruly John Kuox ¢ js mizbty yet, and his sparnt
stalks abroad  ‘T'o lim Scotland owes, vuder
God, her universities and schools, her esvilization
and scicnee, her Chnisuan Satibathe, her open Bi-
bles, and free gospel. By lus herore and diviue
mizsion, at the ume of the first Reformation, Scot-
land was rescued from Popish degradution, and
his countrynen ratsed from feudal seefs, 10to free-
nien by the truth made fice. It was the sput of
Kuox which animated that Second Refermation
in Scotland, which, in the listory of Englani, led
to such imporniant results. In the General Ase
sembly of the Preshyterian Kirk of Scotland, held
at Glasgow in 1638, the first open and success ot
stand was made agamngt the tyranny of the
Stuarrs ; and that resistance, afier a Jony inerval
of civil warand religivus prosecution, issucid an the
establishment of civil and religious liberty inEnge-
land. The influence of Kuox seeins now destined
to beextended farbeyond bath Scotland andEng-
fand. ‘The movements of the Free Church of
Scotland, the formation of which was the preatest
event since the period of the Reformativu, have
already operated powerfully in Genmany, in
Switzerland, in Ameries, in India, and all over
the world.  Aud the Free Chusch, in the great
work she is duing, and destined yet to do, is but
carying out the noble and comprehensive plans
which Jolin Knox thtee centuries ago devised for
the education and evangelization of his native
land.—ZLon. I'res. NMes.
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ANECDOTE—TIIE DEAD TREL.

A few years ago, during a revival of selizion in
one of the countsy towas of New England, the
wife of an infidel farmer became deeply interested
in her spiritunl welfare.  He opposed and reviled
her. On a Sahbath moring she urered him to ac-
company her 1o church.  * No/* he replied, in
spitit of defiznce ; * I am going to the wood-Jat,
10 cut wood.” The wife, with a saddened heart,
went alone to chureh. The hushand, with an
angry spirit, yoked liis oxen, took hix aise, and
went to the woods. Widing to leave the youny
and thrifty teees 1o grow and increase, lis fooked
about to find some dead tree to cat down. e
soon found one, xnd placing his axe ut ity roots,
he aid, « This it dead, and it for notliug but to
be burned ™ Instamly an unsecn monitor whise
pered in his ear, * And what are yan hut a dead
trec, fit for nothiuz but to be humed?* hiwasa
barbed arrow which picrced his hicant.  He could
not extret it.  Hestruck a few blows upon the
tree, and then in renorse and anauish hastened
honie. 11is wife returned from churel: to find him
in their chamber upou his Kuees, with his Bitle
hefore him, praying, O Lond, « be merciful 20 we
a sinner.”  Mau with hig philesephy may attrmpe
to account for these things. We prefer simply
and believingly to repeat the declaration of GGul,
“The wind bloweth where it listeth, and then
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not el
whence it cometh anl whither it 2acth, Ko i
cvery one that is barn of the Spisit—.Imericas
Messenger.



