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g tho Bible devolops. It supplies subicets fit-
ted 1 the Inghest degreo to inerease thar vigrour ¢
and to widen therr range. Tt lifts from carth and
tho insignificant objeets thot crowd 1t, confine-
ment to which tends to dwarf and shrived up tho |
ind=-nnd bears it forward to an ctopmty where
overything is vast nad lofty It presoms objects
tho most glorious—suhjects the mext interesting
—ovents tho most exerting —objeete, sub;eets, .
and ovents, it atl of which wo aro personally in-
volved. ‘T'hero is food for all tho powers of the
mind—~argament for the reason—poctry for the .
finagination—and, facts for the memory.  The i
character and govermnent of the Divino Bang
~—tho present position and future desting of the :
human soul—the nature and awards of the un- |
scan state—2a book containag 1formation on
such matters as these, 13 surcly well fitted to
stunulate our dormant faculties, and furmsh for
thetm the most nutritious ahiment.  And has it
not, in point of fact, beon found to hold true,
that where tho Bible is circulued and read,
mind is activo; whereas, on the other hand,
whero the Biblo is absent, mind has lain in a
stagnant stato? Contemplata tho ancient hea-
then. Left 10 the light of nature the cyes of
their understanding wero darkencd.

With the cxception of 2 tew cimaent philoss-
phers, who, like stray mcteors shot athwart tho
gloom, darkucss covered the carth, and gross
darkness the people.  And amongst smadern hea-
then, dues the picture differ? Thers .s every
thing in the gods thoy worship, and tho services
m which they engage, to produce mental stagna-
tion. Islying prostrate beforo a senseless quad- |
ruped, a loathsonio reptite, or a shapoless Llock,
calculated to clevate and expand tho mind ¢
Wil the going through a tedious round of mezn-
ingless corentomes have thes effect?  Peint to
any great literary character i India, Gluna,
Burhina, or Japan, or to any worss of great
literary merit that have issued from thesr presses.
‘The attemptas frutless  Throughout the reaims
of I{cathenism mind 1s echipsed. And what of
those periods and places in which the caadle of
tho Lord-has been d beneath a bushell We
wend our way up the stream of tune to tho mid-
dle ages. 'Tho word of God is bound. Instead
of having free course, 1t 18 :immured within mon-
asteries. ‘I'he precious parchments are removed
far from tho public eyo ; and what is the result ?
An arrest 18 lard on the wheels of human pro-
aress. Intellectual cffort 1s unkuown. Men's
minds are at a stand.  If withdrawn at all from
tho dissipating ple:suro of the tournament and
the chase, or the brainless eathusiasm of the cru-
eades, it was only to liston 1o sdie tales, or to bo
occupied in discussing tho must tnvial questions. |
In so far as the aclnevement of any mporiant
discovery 1s concerned, or the addiag anything
worth speaking of 1o the sum of human fnnw-
ledge, these thousand years are & blauk, as well
as a blot on the page of iustory. And why sol
Just beecauso the Bavle was a spring shut up, 2
fountain sealed. Soon as the water of fife be-
gan to flow, the wheels on which tho rust of
centuries had gathered, began to revonve.  Fhe
world was in motion. Wo turn to thoso centu-
ries whero that system, wiich prevated during
tho dark ages, is still rampant, and what do wo
meet withl The samo mental stagnation.—
Glanco at Spain, Moxico, Italy, the South and
West .of Iroland, and the fower section of our
Provinco. Isitin such a sol that gens floar-
ishes—that inteltectoal ginnts are produced—
that science, hteraturo, and tho Arnte, make pro-
gresal Is it froun such sourees that the promi-
nent authors of the day come forth, and those
works with. whose fame tho world nings?  Be-
hevo me, my fnends, tie wnen of lofticst intcllect |
have.been invariably Bible mea. Witness, for
examplo, Isaac Nowion, Fmneis Bacen, Robert
Boyle, and, to comt down tv our own day, |
Fhomas Chajmers. And swhen wo contemplaio
the triumphs of mental effurt wavcewnh the ago1
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aro traceable directly or indirectly to the fmpotus
jmparted 1o tho human mind by tho best of
bouks, wo are constrained to exelann, * what
hath Cod wronrgat

Q. The Bible is the refiner of the human feel-
inoe. Wherever the Bible is not, wo look in
vain for that tender gensibility—that exquisite
de Licacy =th.t beatng benevolence which lend
such a chann (o the character of thedr possessar

i ‘Ihe vieting of Pamanism, of Mablinctanis, or

of falze forms of Christianity, have thar feelinry
a8 well as their facclies benumbed.  ‘Ther
ideas bLeing seusual, thoir feelings aro alimont
aceessarily selfish,  In most instances they o9
pest hoeling, and misea over to lasciviousuess, to
work all uncleanness with grreediness.  ‘Those
gucsal relationg an wiiuch guch seopo is supplicd
tur tho play of the finer fechings ot our nasture,
are, 1o w Jarge extun, unbaown.  In nune, save
¢ tho lands of tho Bible,” 1s the marriage tio re-
spected, and womsan ussigned her rightiul posi-
tiun in tho social seale. ‘I'ho relation of hus-
baed and wife is unrezogaised wherever idols
aro worshipped, and the ercsecnt waves  1fthero
be any thing wearing the seinblance of marriage,
it is basced on martial conguest, or mero mercen-
ary exchango. ‘The woman is mado in lite the
el of the man, and at death suffers martyr-
dom for higsahe.  Her duty is to servo at his
table; her destiny is, to expire or his pile. In
no regions unblest by tho Bible, do wo discover
woman promoted to higher privileges than in
Greeco and Rome, during the days of their an-
cicat glorg, And yet wo ia vain look for that
relsement of focling, and those social graces
winch mark the Chrstian wife. Ier churms
were prosututed to the basest parposes.  Instead
of the ornament of a meck and qaiet spirit, there
was too much of the charaster of her whase fuet
go dowa tu deadh, and whoso ateps tako kold on
heil, ‘The Bible 18 the grand clevator of tho
fenmale sex.  Nowe, therciure, should be mors
hearty :n the work of Bible cireutation, than
thuse represcnted by the fzithful fow, who were
“Jast at tho cross and first a: the sepulchre.”
* “T'he Bible has an appropreato place for woman :
a place for which she iz fitted, and in which she
shiaes. It does indeed excludo her from the
corruption of the caunp aid tho debates of the
foram. Tt does not invite her to thoe professor’s
chair, nor conduct her to the bar, nor make her
welecome to the pulpit, nor 2dmit her o the place
of magstracy. It bids hoe beware how she
overicaps the delicacy of her gex, and listens to
the doctnines of etfemminate debaters, or be-
cumnes tho dupe of modern reformers and fashi-
onabse Joarnalists. It claims not for her the
naht of suflrage, nor any immunity by whichshe
may usurp authonty over tho man. And yet it
gives her her throoe, fur she is the queen of the
domestze carcle. It is tho bosom of Ler family.
It 13 tho heart of her hustand and children. Itas
tho supremacy in all that imzicsting domain
whera fove, and tenderness, and refinement of
th suzht and feeling preside”—(G. Sprins.) What
holds guod 1 regard o tho refation of husband
and wate, huids cqually goud in regard 1o the re-
Iation of parent and child. The Biblo legis.
lates for the one a3 well s the other.  Home,
that sweet word around which cluster so many
hallowed associations, finds no place in the vo-
cabularies of those people who know not the
josiul sound. Tho delights of the domesiic
circle—those namoless sources of gratificarion
wiuch spring out of the bosom of fifial and pa-
rental Juve, to them are unknown. The first of
Romans contains a faithful picture of their state.
« Disobedient to parents—without natural affec-
tivn—~implacable—unmerciful.” Visit the banks
of the T'iber, we see 2 Roman Emperor poison-.
ing s own mother, and Senecs, one of the
striciest of ancient maralisis, acung as his abet-
tor aad advocate. Visit the banks of the Gan-
ges, we seo parents plunging their healthy ehil.
dren bLuacach 1ts sacred waters, and children

we livo'de is crowned; and'codsidér.that all theso |. abandoning their superannuated paroms, to bo

devoured by crocodiles, or scarched by the sun,
T'he Bible pives laws to the firesido—draws out,
refines and ennchles thage feelings which centro
thare. Tt says to children, ¢ Qbey your parents
in the Lord, tor thisisnight. It says to parents,
** Provoke not your childeen to wrath, but bring
themop,” &e. And what aro thoso hospitals
for the sick which dut tho surface of Christian
tanda—theso aeylums for the insane, the blind,
the deaf and duinb—thoso churches and schools
for the benefit of the destitete—those philanthro.
pic schemes which are being carricd out for tho
social and spiritual amelioration of tho human
family. What aro theso but 6o many practical
proofs of the tendency of the Bible, to stir the
enwtions of the human heart—to refino and in-
tensify those benevolent feelings which find har-
borrago thero—and surely the contemplation of
such practical results is well fitted to fuspire the
Ianguage before us, « what hath God wrought !

R.F. B..
——————
ON PRIVATE JUDOMENT.
No. L.

DBeing Notes of the introductory Lectuye dé-
tivered before the Montreal Young Mew's
Christian Association, by the Rev. D. Fraset,
A M., December, 1853.

Whatever may bo tho fault of ovor treatmény,
no thoughttul mind will deny, thot tho themo
announced i3 seasonable. Many questions in
literawure, many problems in science, many dis-
puttions 1n politics and history, may remain un-
sulvud fur seures of years, swithout dettiment to
the essential interests of mankind.  But the
liberty of the individual human spirit to' think
and 0 decide, on its own responsibility; cannot
remain a matter of indifference, and must not
be questioned in our enlightened community,
without cliciting a prompt and resolute vindica~
tion. Itis woll, and very necdful, to assort the
right of freo discussion, for withiout this, our
avil liberties are not worth nten years® pur«
chase. But freo discussion itself is a thing of
naught, or a thing of nockery, without the asso.
ciated liberty of individual thought and judgment,
in regard to all truths presénted by reason or by
revelation to the mind.

Theerm “ private judgment” is porhaps hack-
neyed.  But the subject {a not olten fairly dis-
cussed, or jusily understood. I altogother mis-
take the character of the epach in which we live,
and the circumstancesin which Protestant Chiis~
nans aro placed, if wo aro not summonea by the
evems of the time, and the course of its vehoe
ment controversies, gravely to review the whole
subjeet of individual right and responsibility in
regard to truth, to sweop away mis-statements
and misapp:chensions, and satisfy our minds re-
specting the solid grounds on which the princi-
pie of private judgment claims to be maintained.
Ase we in so serious a matter as the roception
of truth, blindly to follow a dictation—or may
overy one demand to be fully perauaded in his
own mind ?

Such i3 the question, and tho latter altemnative
cxpresses, in a maoner, what is commonly
tenn-d ““privato judgment.” It is right that we
afford some explicit definition before wo procoed
further~and therefore wo say—that negaticely,
the principle of prisatc judgment,denies the
right of any man or men to dictate what you
shall believe, simply beeauso of such dictation.—
Then viewed positively, it imports your duty
and privilege, to bo fully persaaded in your mind,
and to believe nothing until your are satisfied
that it is true.

Starting from this defisition or explanation, I
ask your atxention to threo views of this impor-
tant principlo, which I scek to dovelop and de-
fend, to wit—the necessity of private judgment—e
tho r1g4t of pnivate judgment—and tho responsi-
bility of private judgment. And in courss of
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