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futwre may contain & terrible tetribution for our ueglect of this mission:
but, if the door bo not alecady elosed, it beenines us to hasteu to its dis-
charge, and preach the word of «ternal lile amony the uationg, who with
the name of Chriat, and somo of them with the profession of the princie
ples of tho Reformation on their lipe, are perishing in a darkness as
thick a« that which breods over heathen lands. “The miesion knows
neither Genman nor Slavonian ; bat only secks a door by which it may
enter and proclaun to ¢very cteatnro==repentance and remission of sing,
in the namo of Jesus, Tt mingles not in thoe polities of the world, looks
not to the deminanco of races, or tho cstablishment of cmpires ;—
its results are to make men ¢ free inderd P and it looka away 1o
tho day when human pride nnd earthly sovereignty shall be broken in
picces and consumed, and the God of heaven shall sot up a kingdom that
shall never bho destroyed.

Against tho dischargo of this truo miecsion tho donr of accesstn the
Sclavoniaus is for tho mnst part_clored.  Wherovor the power of Russia
oxtends, tho missionary is excluded ; Bible Socicties arwgrohibited ; even
the misuionarios, who nre Inboring in the Asiatie provinces of tho eme
pire, havo been forbidden to prosrcate their Iabars,  The only country
in which wo aro greeted by the hopo of ready nceess to his peaple, is
Boheia, whero a tiovement has already hegun in connection with the
labots of F. W, Koasuth, & near relation of tio Govethor of Hunuary.—
In 1846, this gentleman undettovk to gather and organize a Bohemian
Protestant Chureh, at Prague ; in 1218, his labors attracted much attens
tion, and many Ruman Catholics were convetted.  In the faco of every
kind of persccution he has been enabled to perseveto nuntil his church
numbers oleven hundred, of whum soven hundred aro converted Romane
ists, including threo priests,

Boliemia and Vrague, it may strike all our readers, are names not un-
known in the history of tho church of Christ 5 and the namoes of at least
two Martyrs, familiar almost as those of our own refotmers, will immo-
distely ho suggested,—wo trust 10 increaso tho interest and enforco the
object of these remarks.  Tho conntry of John [lusa and Jeromo of Pra-
gue, presents strong claims upon those whoa cherish the name and memory
of Wickliffo. DBohemia was pied by the Sclavonie taco about the
fifth or sixth century ; five conturics tater, they received the christianity
of tho Greek chinrch, and maintained ita rites and discipline ; their wor-
ship being conducted in tho national language. Gradually the Romish
church was foreed upon tho people—the Latin liturgy was introduced,
and the.national churches wero abolished,  Still an attachment to their
ancient faith Jingered among them in eocrot, and afforded a poing of en-
tranco to tho Waldeusiau preachers, who sought refuge from persecution
among them. Peter Waldo, himself, it is said, and at all cvents, some
of his {ollowers, propagated their sentiments there, the influcnce of which
was folt for centurics, At length, the Bohemian crown passod into the
house of Luxomburg, and so it hecamo an appendage to the Austrian
Empire. Tho pressuro of German influence, which had long been felt,
now teduced thonativo Bohemians to completo subordination ; not, how-
over, without atousing an indignant animosity. The Rowmish church
was taturally associnted in the minds of tho people with Austrian op-
pression ; nnd the injuries of the slighted race promoted dissaffection to
that church, and prepared the way for the itnmenso influetco of the Re-
formers, who appeated in tho begiuning of the fificenth century. In faet,
tho great leader of the Bohiemiaa reformation, origmally took his place
in tho affections of his countrymen, not as a religious reforinet 20 1much
as & champion of Bohemian nationality.

John tluss was born in 1369, He was of humble parentage; and
rose to eminence by his disiinguished abilities and virtues, 1is clo-
quence aud zeal—his irreproachable life—*his pale and emaciated
countenance” and the sweetness of his temper, gavo him great persuasivo
power. Ho speedily roso to the highest honots in the chureh, and bee
cameo also the idol of the populace. “I'he Germauns and tho high Roman-
ists had obtained tho contral of the University of Praguc, which they used
to promote their own cnds.  Huss and his fellow mastyr, Jerome of Pra-
gue, boldly aseailed the abuse of a national institution, and secured a
change in its constitution, which provided for the honor and influence of
the natives. linss beeamo as popular with his own countrymen as he
becamo odious to the Germans. Ho was clected reetor of the University,
and bLegan openly to preach doctrnines opposed to Rome, though he did
not scparate from her communion.

Wickliffe, the English reformer, had, previous ta this, lified up his
testimony against Popery and in hehalf of God’s truth.  His gentimenia
and writings had already been widely propagated.  In the latter part of
the life of Wickliffe, an alliance, by marriage, of the Royal Families of
England and Bolietnia, led 1o free intercourso between the two king-
doms. The writngs of Wickliffo, thus found their way to Prague, and
Huss became acquainted, also, with some of his disciples, Theso wri-
tings tuss translated, and circulated in Bohemia, Moravia and Poland,
with tho most marked effect, Boheniia was ripe for resistance to Rome ;
and the personal popularity of Huss lent an influcnce to the works he cir-
culated, which soon attracted the notice of the Archbishup of Prague —
Tho works of Wickliffo wero proscribed and burnt, which furnished
Huss with the occasion for new and more forciblo appeals to his indig-
nant counttymen ; a~d a contest arose between tho reformer snd the ee-
clesinstical party, which ended in his being summoned to appear before
acouncil to answer to tho charge of heresy.

William Jones gives a copy of a fervent letter which Wicklifle wroto
to Huss during thess trials, in which after many arguments for their per-

soverance, he says: * Do thou, therofore, O fHuss, a brother greatly be-
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loved in Christ, unknown to e, indecd, in person, but not in faith and
love (lor an part of tho world can se atate these whom Chyrist unites), bo
comgored and sicengthened in the grace which is given thoe, As a good
waldier of Joeus Christ, war in word and deed, and recall into tho way
of tinth as wany as thou art :\blc{’

Aftor various delaye, [lusep encouraged by tho Emperor Sigiamund,
who gave him n safe eonduct, consented to appear hofore a choral coune
cil, at Constance, in 1414, Amid tho fears and anlicitudo of his country-
wien, he sot out, oxhorting them to suaintain Gad's truth, whatever should
befall him.  Arrived ot Constance, ho soon learned the wotthlesances
of imperial pledges, e had been eatrapped, and was placed under are
rest, whenee, after many suffetings, he was led to the mockery of a trial,
Tiefare the council he maimained the troth with unflinching intropldaty,
and defended himself with cloquenco and talent.  But what avalled any
defenco beforo such a tribimall ‘Uho cardinal summoned ap the ptoceed-
ings by declaning that ITuss had the alternative of unconditional submis-
sion of to have sentence pronounced upon him. ‘o euch & man thero
was no choico here, and hie was Jed back 10 prisan, wheto overy art war
used to reduce him to reeant.  On July 1, 1415, he sent to the cown 4l
his fitm and final refusal, and tho council decided on his execution.

On the day appointed for his martynlom, a grand conncil was asee 1+
bled in the Cathedeal under tho presidency of tho Emperor.  In the nave
a scaflold was erceted, bosido which hung the vesments of & Romish
Priest. Tho proceedings wero opened by the Bishup of London, with a
Masphemnous address to the Fmpetor, whose renawn, ho ead, should
cternally last, for destreying such a heretie.  The sentence was read
from the pulpit, Huss, meanwhile, praying for his persecutors. Ho was
clothed with the priestly parments, and again adjured torecant. ** How,”
eaid he, * conld T lift my cyes to heaven—how could I show my face to
those whom 1 havo tanght, were 1 to unsettle their minda by denying the
puro doctrine of the gospol of our Lord Jesus Christ,  No, T shall let it
nppear that Ehave leas regard for this mortal body than for the eternal sal-
vation of thoso souls.”

The bishaps then began the cereniony of degrading him from his priestly
aflice. Oue took the chalice {rom his hand, saying, ¢ O thou accursed .
Judas, we take from thee this cup of Salvation.” *t But He,” aaid the
mantyr, ** for whoso name's swke [ am euffering all this, will not take
from me Nie cup of Salvation”  After taking away tho sacerdotal vest-
ments, and cutting tho shin from tho crown of his head with scissors,
thicso ministets of teligion hrought a cap painted with monstrous repesen-
tations of fiends. * Our Lord,” said Huss “ wore for my sake & crown
of thorns: why should [ not wear this light thongh ignominious cap for
his names sake.” * Wo deliver thy body to tho flames, and thy soul to
tho dovil,” said they, as they placcd the cap on his head. Huss lifted up
his eyes and aaid : “Into thy hande, O Lotd Josus Christ, 1 commend
my soul which thou has reedcemed.

When bound 1o the stake he replicd 10 the sumtons of the imperial
marshal to retract: I have preached tho teuth, and now 1 am ready to
die for it with a contented mind.” ‘I'he marshal clapped his hands over
his hend 3 tho oxccuiioners lighted the fire. * Jesus Christ Son of the
Living God, havo merey upon ne,” cricd the martyr, as the flames and
smoke choked his utteranco.  His arhes were scattered on the waters of
tho Rhine.  And 8o perished tho great Sclavonie Reformer, who, a cen-
tury before Luther, scaled with his bloed the great principle of protes-
tantism—tho scriptures, and not the church, the ultimate appeal in she
matiers of faith.

Huse' friend and fellaw laborer Jerome of Prague, simitarly ertrapped,
wau arrested and conveved to Constance, while yet that martyr was con-
fined in & castlo near the city, and a few months later was honored to
follow in his footsteps,  Poggio Bracciolini, the sccretaty of the council,
ina letier to the Pope’s secretary, gives a glowing account of his trial and
excention.  * "T'o confess truth,” says he, relating Jeroine's defence be-
fore tho council, * | never knew tho art of speaking carried so near the
model of ancient cloguence, It was peally aminzing to liear with what
forco of expreesion, with what fluency of language, and with what ex-
cellent reasomng ho answered his adversaries.  Nor was [ less srruck
with the gracefulneas of his wanner, the dignity of his action, and the
firmnese and consirtency of his whole behaviour.”  After a summary of
tho trial, and an outline of Jerome’s oration, he continues: ¢« Evety one
expected that he would now cither retract his assertions, or, at least
apologise for them ; but nothing of the kind wax heard fromhim: he de-
clared plaivly he had nothing to retract.  le Jaunched out into & high
cneonium of Huss, called him a holy man, and lamenting his cruel and
unjust death.  He had armed hiteelf, he said, with a foll resolution 1o
follow that blessed martyr, and to sufler with constancy whatever the
malico of his enemies counld inflict.

I'his impartial witness thus describes his death ; ¢ With a cheerful coune
tenance and more than stoical constancy he met his fate, fearing nrither
death nor the horsible formin which it appeared. When he came to
the placo he took off his vpper garment, and made a short’ prayer at
tho stake, to which he was soon bound with wet cords and an iron chain,
and enclosed as high as the breast :n faggots.

« Observing the executioner about to sct fire to the wood behind his
back, ha cried out, ‘ Bring thy torch hither ; perform thy office beforo
my face. Had I feared death I might have avoided it.”*

As the wood began to blaze, he sung 2 hyma which the violence of the
flame searco interrupted.

« Thus died the prodigious man. ‘The epithet is not extravagaut, 1




