
2~S T{E CANADIA!N DAY-STAR.

aria wtas exteudcd to ail through faith in the atonement of Christ
Jesus; it was ài free salvation.

The word off God was flot bouiid. The truth wns to màke mnn
froc. The torldwàs enshrouded in pagan darkness, ana filled*'itli
the habitations of eruelty. Vain philosophy, superstition and idol-
atry threw their inantie of error over the minds of men like the
pali off death. B3ut the truth of God in Christ was life,.and liffe
-was the liglit off men. Again the mandate off God went for-th upon
the darkness saying, IlLet there be liglit," and there was liglit.
Its beamings wero not confined te a mere few, but were te be given
to every man that comneth into the world. Truc, some, yea many
-did not receive it, many loved darkncss rathcr than light because
their dceds wcre cvii, yct salvation was prcsscd on them though
they would not corne unto Chist that they miglit have life.

Yct this free Gospel became fettcrcd. The froc gospel, freely
proelaimcd, and free in its nature, became bound, not off God, but
-off men. The word of Goa is not bound, yet it became so throngh
the vain imagination and wisdom off men. The world had long been
under the shadow off heathen philosophy. And men were ehosen to
-beai, the word off reconciliation te their dying fellow-men. To angels
-was not committcd theniinistry of the word. Angels dcsired te look
inte these things, but to them it was not given, mien were chosen
as messengers off the Gospel; chosen fromn thc world, men -whose
minds had but reccntly been enshrouded in the darkness off heathen
philosophy, or who had once hallowed in their minds the formis a.nd
-ceremonies, types and shadows of a dispensation 'where they saw as
throngh a glass darkly the glory that should follow whcn the day-
.star off rioehteousness should usher in the perfect day off the lig14t
and knowlecdg-,e off God in Christ Josus. The carly Fathers 'had
'but just emergced ffrom the darkness off Judaism and pagan Philo-
sophy, and did flot pass heyond the twilight off the Gospel day4 Past
errors stili hung like films over their isoand they eould flot
zalways distinguish betwcen the false conceptions of truth that et-ill
iingercd in their minds, and the truc genius off the Gospel. Their
theology took colouring fromn the false philosophy they had once be-
aicved, and it was not strange that their techings cxhibitcd traces
-of the -errors off their intellect 2ven amid the truths of the Gospel.
In the main thcy taughit Gospel doctrine, but the Christi-an sys-
tom was but partially developed. It was as the grain off mustard
sed growing up at first ns a frail and feeble plant, but dcstined at
last to become a perfeet troc spreading forth its branches te the winds
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