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wliâtCvet 7neans lie, in bis sovereign wisdom, thinks he,'t l'le
B3ible, hawever, Nvrittc3n under bis divine influence, is ... cui
mneans ; but at the sanie time, be it remembered, that thougb an
iiiregenierate mnan were te peruse and study the B3ible fur ever,
iis most constant perusal and critical examination would never
change his heart. It %vas utot tic preachiug of the A postie Peter
on the day of Pentecost, that converted such a multitude ; but
it was tho Holy Spirit îvho used the preaclîing of the word,
on that occasion, as an instirumient in Uic moral n&etv-bii-tls of
thou sand s.

'l'ie BiV e is lot God, but the word of God ; and the mo-
inenrt we look tipon it as ani agent, and flot merely as an instru-
ment in our salvation, we erroneously consider it as posse.qsing
lhe itinate *attributes of Déity himself, and are therefore guilty,
though p6rhaps ignorantly, of idoîatry. Wbcn the Saviour exho-rts
ihe Disciples to "searcli the Scriptures,"~ it is flot because they are
God ; but because they testify aofIur Again, -"Sanctify thetn
ilirougli thy truth ; thy word is truth. " In this prayer the Saviour
implores bis Father to saactif'y bis Disciples through the ir.stru-
mentalily of the Sacred Seriptures.

IVe make thes e remarks because we know that there are pro-
lessed Christians who deem the Bible, not as the instrunient, but
as art a-ent in humnan redemp ticia ; and wvho consider it sufficient,
independent of tbe immediate paver of the Holy Gliost, ta illumi-
nate-to ,regeneraie-tci çanctify. WVas the Bible, we would asti,
the Cornforter promised by the Savioutr ta bis Disciples ? And
rnay we nlot Iegitirnateiy inferthat if the Sçriptures lind 'veea svflici-
ent to confort the Disciples thero would have been fia need of the
more patent influence af their Divine Author ? Is there any
Scriptural proof that more than one agency bas ever been employ-
ed in caminunicafing eternal life te those wba, are mnorail?

"dead in trespasses and sitis?" Supposing «the Bible ta be that
ag-enciJ, by what poiver wvere Abel, FEnoch, Noah, A4braham,
and others, who lived prior to Moses, called fran darkçness te
ligt-fron s9ia ta hqliness-from the way ai trans'ression ta the
paths of obedience ?

By these brief observations we intend not to leqsen the im-
portance ofthe Bible as an instr-uient in the bands of the Supremne
Being for the accomplishment of his purposes of mnercy ; and iL
Çs ta us a subject of' constant regret that it i.s too mucl neglected.
Divine love is noiv canveying it ta, cevery nation, kindred, langue,
and people P" anid it is fia daubt the principal mieans that ivili be em-
ployed in the overthraîv of every systemn af false religion throiugh-
out the earth ; but it is a ineans wvbich, %vithout tbe regenera-
ting power aof the Holy Ghost, ivili nover bring are sinner ta
genuine evangelical repentance. Christian, rend the Bible ; fnr
iL is the appointed instirument of Jehovah for the sanctification and
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