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lias Tio terrors for him. The aged widow
seems to have been equally rejoieed. Dr.
Kitto thinks site hiad liveil in a state of
widowbeood 84 years ; others suppose 84
vcars was bier full age. "Fiail and rising,

&.-sahviii. 14, 15. Under the spirit
of propbecy lie torctold ttîat many wouîtd
ruject Christ antlI erisli j» tieirsins-. Ottiers,
tbroîîgti bis grace anfi poiver, would be
savcd from ruin. Howv arc yen treatinL-
Christ ? If yen rejeet him, your fait. will
be worse titan if yen tîad ncver tîeard bis
name.

LESSONS.

1. Ifere we have the doctrine of original
sin, aîid oiir neefi of regeneration and satncti-
fication. Ps. I. 5, 10.

2. God accepts the offerings of the poor
as readily ns of the richi.

3. XVe ait tîetone te Ged.
4. A creat privileg(e to thave pious Pa-

rents. Great re.sponsility.
5. A life of pietv, along with the study

of the word of God, neyer faits te secure
many spirituial advantages. Rendors us
hanppy. Prepares for deatti, &c.

6. It is our duty te &eac te otiiers
about Christ.

SECOND SABBATH-.

SUnJFCT : Visit of the wisc nien. Matt

We are net told hew long the parents cf
*Tosus remained iu Betthlehem, We <le net
know where tbe wise men fotind the infant
King cf the Jews, nor how long it wvas after
his hirth. From thie commotion produtced
lu Jerusalemn by the visit of the Il wise
men," wo are disposed te believe that the
"cpresentation' e f Jésus at the Temple
must have oecurred before their arrivai.-
After titis, Joseph and Mary prebabiy re-
turned te, Bethtehem. There was a general
expectation threughent the East, that somne
exaltedl personage would about tiais tiîne
appear la our world. These "'Magoi,"' as
they are catted in Groek, knowing tis. and
perceiving the turninous objeet (probably a
Meteor) hy which the event was indicated,
set eut frem their native country te visit
the future King of the Jews, and offer te,
hlm. suitable tekens of respect. Tbey did
net werstîip Jesus in the sense ef renderlng
te him religions hemage, but sucli as wvas
suitable for an earthty monarch. Herod
was new old. and coutd net expeet te live
tilt this chitd hiadt arrlved at manhood, but
stili lus suspicious, cruel disposition was
reused into activity *by the words of the
Magi. The intuabitants of Jorusalem were
aIse agltated, prebably fearing a renewat of
some of the scenes of btoodshed of whieh
the same llered had been the author. RIe-
rod knew that ttîe serlptures contained pro-
phecies regarding Christ. RIe therefere

applies for information as te tue place
where Christ sbeutd be borui. Ttis was
easily answvcred. Micau v. 2. Thuere was
another town of this name, (Josiî. xix. 15i.)
but tlîe eue tiere referrcd te, betouigs te
Judah.

V. 12.-These Magi probably intcîidcd
te rettiru te Ilerud %vitli the informnat ion lie
se much desired, but they are prevented
by a message from God.

Lxsso,is.
1. Those wtîo en joy the mnost favorable

eppertuinities of knowving Ctrist, are often
more ignorant tua» others tess lîigtily
favourcd.

2. If we would find Christ ve mnust
feltow the light wluich. Ged affords us for
3gnid ance. 2 Peter i. 19 ; Joli1 1 v. 39.

3. Mon may bc aoquaintod wvith the
seriptures and yet remain ignorant of Christ,
and witheut salIvation.

4. Satan and tus emissaries are ever
ptotting against the kingdom. of Christ.

a5. AIl their wicked purposes shahl be
tluivarted.

THIRI) SABBATH.

SuBJEGT: Fmqht int Egypt. Matt. ii.
13-23.

V. 13.-lt is eas.y for Ged te disappoint
the dovices ef the wicked. He knows tlîeir
bearts, andi lie knows the purposes ef the
wicked before they have taken shape in
tiacir own minds. We find bere tlîat God
wvarned Joseph of the impending danger,
and directed him te flee into Egypt. In
tise providence of God, many Jews hîad
alrcady settled in the part of the land cf
Egypt Iying next te Palestine; and hiere
ne unay suppose, Jotepla fouud a hoinc, if
net among friends yet among bis owvn
ceuntrvmen, vhuo, weuld net be idolaters
like0 the Egrptians.

V. 14.-Therc is neither time or permis-
sien te enquire inte the propriety of God's
commnands. Implieit and immediate obedi-
once is demanded of us.

V. 16.-Herod's conduot shows te wimat
length ungodly men wvill run lu the ways
of evil, fer the purpose ef accomplishing
their infernal purposes. Setdom bas our
werld witnesscd a more distressing scene
than this. But Gofi, though perînitting tîxe
ungodly sometimes te go suds. lengths lu
wickedness, witl surely '<isit for sucs thumugs.
HIe soon after <lied a Most atwful death,-
ail the more se, because lie continued te the
very last tbe same nienster of revenge and
cruelty, giving ne greund te ho-pe that lie
lad obtained moey. Herod, instcad of
having tbwarteil the divine purpeses bY bis
atrecions wickedness, lad undcsignedly bec»
thc occasion ef bringingr about the fulfitmnent
of at teait two, prophecies, viz., FIes. xi. 1,
and .1er. xxxi. 15, 16. Ttsese, like many
others, have a two-fold application. The
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