
9be P»OMe anb ffortigu rfrorb.

Ilin iveaknoss and fcar and mach trem-
Ibling.> Wlicn ho considers the obstaeles
iii lhe way of his success; when lie stands
face to face with the der.se ignorance, utter
indiffércnce, and spiritual boudage ot those
upon whomn lie would operate, it sems to
me that tho promise wlîielî will best sustain
his sinking heart is, Il Whoen the Spirit is
coule he ivil! convince the Nworld of sin, of
rightcousness aid ofjudymcnt ;" aud wlin
,loeis most opprcssed iih a sense of bis
<)wf %veakness, the thoughit wvhich will
likely most re-animitte lîim is that our
Great Intercessor has assurcd us, I vill
pray the Father, and lie shall give you ano-
ther comforter, that lio may abide with,
you for ever, evon the Spirit of truth, for
Hoe divelth with you and shall be in you."
Missionaries, thou, without the unction of
the Spirit, no mattor wvhat thecir genius,
picty and devotion, are but a feeble instru-
menta ity. Even the Aposties, thought
they enjoyed thre ycars' intercourse wvitli
the Blesscd Saviour, wvere unqualiflcd for
thoir wvork of p ropagating the gospel
throughout the world, until they liad re-
ceived th'le fulfilmoent of tho promise of the
Fa<thoir. Thoughi the --orld ivas perishing
while thoy waited ; thougli thoy thomsolves
had beon ordained and commissioned,çyet
thev must tarry at Jerusalom, urnil they
wec endîîed with poiver frorn on bigh. As
lias bocu %v cll obsorvcd. I "Tlt ]ong pause
off the conimissioned Churcli, in siglit of a
perishing ivorld, is the Lord's most mem-
orablo and affecting protest beforohand,
that no training, that no ordination, coula
qualify mon te propagato the gospel with-
ont the baptism of the Holy Ghost.-l

Nase indispensahly necossarv is this
haptism tha:t our Lord llimsclf, Divine
thoughi hoe wvs as icll'as hu-man, mlust ho
filled ivith tho 'Spirit te fully qualify Hlm
for is great iverk. \Ve re«ad that at the
vcry threhold of is publie mniistrv "Ho
came nr the powoer of the Spirit into Gahi-
tee,'-' and it is an impressive fact, ilhat the
flrst prophoccy that He applicd te HlFmso1f
as Rie stood in the synagogue nt Nazareth,
ivas the prediction of Isaiah, "11The Spirit
of the Lord God is upon me, because the
Lord bath anointcd me te proach tlhe gos-
pel te tho poor.>'

And nov, brothiron, whicthier ive consSde
the Spirit as, the great subjeet of promise
for the l)resen tdispensa tion, or think of the
tromendeus obstacles in the way of the
complote triumpli of the gospel, or rofleet
upon the feeblencss of the instrumentaliyv
apart from is Almigh:ty agoucy, the Spi-
rit's prosonce, poweor and grace must bo
held to ho the Clitirch's hope iu the prose-
cation of missions. This is the eue only
source of ail spiritual power. To spread
the gospel nt home, te diffuse it lu foroigu
lands, we niust have our agents fillod with
thc Spirit of God. As an cloquent wvriter
lias put it, IlWe waut iu tlîis age, abovè
ail ivants, lire, God's holy lire, bifrning in
tho brealsts of men, stirring their brains,
impchliug thîeir emotions, îhrilliug iu their
tougues,galow ing lu their conteuances,
vibrating, lu thecir actions, and expandiug
thoir intelletual' powcrs more than can
ovor ho doue by the heats of goulus, of
argument, or of party; and fusiug al
their knewlcdge, logic and rhetorle inte a
burning strcam." Witlî cmphiasis, then,
wve reiterate that the Omnipotent agency
of the Holy Spirit is tho only source of
spiritual power. If ive ivislî te se carcless
sinners transformied into lovely saiuts; if
Nvo long te have ail the members of ail our
churehes active wvorkers for Christ; if we
desire tiat our mninisters and missionaries
should preacli the gospel with clearness,
tenderness, unction and power; if~, in a
word, we oxpeet that tie world %vill ever ho
filled wvith the knowledg-,e of the Lord as
the waters cover the chanuel of the soia, we
must net only use the formula, but grasp
its full significance, I believe in tho iioly
Ghios'- Uot the Church exorcise unfalter-
ing confidence lu the truth of the promise
of the :Father; lot lier hople ecorywhere
centre, nt in tie efficacy of truth, order,
influence, wcalth, nmen, genus, talent, cdu-
cation, or civilization, but lu tho manifest-
cd prosence, .Mmighty oncr-y and infinito
grrtco of thxe IIoly Spirit, andi with greator
rapidity titan ever bel oro slie ivili fld that
God-*s way will be made "iknown in the
oarth, and blis saving licalth among al
'nations."' May Goa heston it ln is
lime.
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