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sanie in ail ages. It is the saine Spirit
whichi couverts sinncrs now, that convcrted
thoni in anceient times, anti ve cannot tee
why a coul, wvhich the saine Spirit converts
now, could not sing the saine song of
praise iwbich wvns snung by one0 of tiiose
convertcd in the revival produced by tlîc
preaehing of the apostie Peter. Ve' can-
flot understand why, if one osf the anicient
couvcrts %vonild give expression to -"the
young, gflad spirit of fait> anti religious
liberty" ivitiîin him, iii an inspired Psnhan,
wvhy a soul eonvertcd now, by the sane
Spirit, wouid feel necessitatcd to give ex.
pression to the saine feelings iii an uniîî-
spireti hymn.

It is rathor an extraordinary test by wlîicl
lic tries the Spiritual lufe and picty osf a
chiureli, and 1 question if it would have
occurred to any an eexeept the înost ardent
lîymnologist. He tolls ns, Il It is a mark
csf Spiritual lifé wvhether a clîurch creates a
hvrnnoiogy or onlv ndopts it." Conse-
qucntiv it follows, that a churci wvhiehi
neither croates nor adopts at hymnoiogy is
lacking iii Spiritual life, thouli she elings
with the ntmost ardor to the inspirbM
]?salîns. Thle fnct is, wherever thet Creator
bestows the pootie gift it iiil develope it-
self. If the recipient bie a christian, hoe
wvill give expression to his feelings in re-
ligions poetry, or if lie he an tneonvcrted
inan lie 'viii give expression to lus feelings
in senlar poctry.

In proof of tlîe correctnoss of luis views,
hoe refers to tluo îeforînation, the revivals
under the \Vcslevs, and nion-conformists in
tue tîne of Watts. Whierever tîxero is a
real revival of religion, there is ageater
csutponring of tie Spirit, ani cosuenl
tliere w~iii ho more Spirituial 1ife. But that
Spiritusal life wiii alway3s fliw iii the dire-
tion of divine tcaclîing for its, expression,
unless wliere early training lias i)erverte(l
the taste, and the visibe life wvill lnck,
vigor in propsortion to perversion. Ail the
naturel poti-ers of the mind wvill, in scli
cases, ho quickened into unusual activitv.
Tlue conversation will take a religions tura,
prayers wvill bo more livoly and spiritual,
and s0 %vill lie tlîe lreacliinig of the gospel;
and wlîero tliere is poetie talent it tvill
ninnifest itself in tîe composition osf lîymns
or religions songs or potins; and literary
talent Wvill develope itself in ivritdag religi-
ons books and tracts. It is quite trie tlîat
during theso revivals mnny beiuutiful liymnns
were written, but is it not also truc,' that
rnany excellent and valuable bookcs ami
tracts, on religions subjects-loctrinnl and
practical-wvcre also tvrittoa. I eannot sec
any rioson wvly tue composing and sing-ing

ofhyînns slinld bc taken as a test ofritual lite raîluer than tîne wriîiag nîîd rend-
ing of religions books, or any grace, 'wliicli
may bo prcsmineatly exlîibited during a

truce revival. We aîust try tlue reality of
revivals, and tlîe Spirituial life of a cliureh,
by tlîe test given ii tlîe Diviae Word.
'lle Scriptîîres fîrnisi lis withi the true

test of Spiritual lifo and real pioty. It is
oliedience, the bringring forîli of the fruits
osf the Sprt "«The fruit of the Spirit is

lvjypence, long.suffering, geîxtleness,
goodness, f'aith, meokness, temperanco."
"If vo love me kep my commandments."
Tlij tApostie doos not specify the making
anud usiîxg liymns amuig the fr-uits of ulie
Spirit, or ns an evidence' of Spirituial life.
Christ docs not sav tlîat love for Ixymas is
evidence of love to liii, but ]ie doos say
that oluedience is.

Mr. Harvey gives us a short and interest-
iiîg account of a ntîmber osf I ivmanists."
Some of tlîem quîite modemn, if not stiil
living., otliers, wliose history dates a littie
fartdier back in the annals of tiîne. Soie
of themn leloning to the Pres1yterian
Clîuîrcli, some to otlior denominations, anti
szoine of tlîeîn k-îown to bc in of einient
piety. The oh.ject evidcntly is to lead the
clîurch to look with favor upon the coin-
positions of suci men, and to preparc it
for rcciviîîg tlîeir lîymns into the wvorslîip
ùi God. But al) poetry must bcejndged by
its owvn menit, indep)endontiy of its auîtlor.
It is flot txe character osf the author thiat
i es monit to lus poomîx, but it is the monit

of the pooni tîxat stamps tlîe pootie eliarne-
ton of the author. Hynins arc îlot to, bo
rcecived into fayo-, merely beeause tlîeir
aîîtlors have hxeen mca of great religions
excellence. Tlîey must staifîl or faîl upon
tlueir own monit; and the Scriptural menit
of a song for God's lionse is, tlîat lie die-
ttiteui it.

The lîistory of tlîe cîxurch, froin tlîe car-
jliest i.ges, ahundaîîuly shows tlîat devout
anîd godiy in, cndo'ved wvitl the pootie
gift, have deligited ta, pour ont thîcir feel-
ings in xynins or sacreul songs. It does
not, lîowever, follow froi îlîis tmat, tlueir
productions are to bc plaeed upon an
cquaiity wvith the inspircd I-sainîs, or intro-
ducedu ito the service csf the saactuary.
Tlîrougout tlîe sîicred volume tre find
pieces cs f tîne most sublime poetry; the
prodluction of enently îîoly mex Wvho
bpake as tlîey were moved by tlîe Ilyl
Glîost ; yet the Great Boend ol tia Chureli
in making thî,; collection of Sacned pocmry for
the tise of bis Clit-cIi in tic service of liraise
lis scen fit to excîtîte a large portion of îis
proetry. It is evitlent, tlierefore, thiat tlîough
tlîeir îîoeti.v is desigîîed for tlie use of tue
churîch, yet it tvns îîot desigîîed for the

sevce csf praise iii the lioîse ot the Lord.
lt u st, bc apparent tlien, tlîat al] ioomryv,
hîcwe.ver exellent, anti flucul 1o le liseul
iii priv:ute, is îîot to lie ndaitteil iii tlîe
jservite csf praise iii tîxe wocr.,luip osf God.
Tiiere may ho many excellent iyînns, the
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