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consisted of thirty two peune, the twelve of tho firit edition
-anti twenty new one. By thie timo the plan of hie worlc
bati takon cetmplota shape in his mind. Ho 8aw clearly
wbat lio iati te do anti how it was Wa bu donc. The meet et
Lis life lias been occupieti conetrnctiog the edifico upon the
linos noiw traceti. The first edition biat been laughcti anti
%neereti at by the press, thae secontd was recelveul with. sshout
of excration, se lonti indeeti, that the publishiers becoming
alar aieti, witbtirew frera thuir agreement, andti tbo bok weat
out of lîriat. It dees notappear that Walt Whitman wvas
surpriseti or iu any way disturbedi by this clamer. At
thisi tiu Le uas eLLuiti building moderato priued bouse
in Brooklyn anti selling them as tliieuti. After tlîe cul-
lapse of the second editien Lu went to tho extreme castera
anti of Long I.land anti speuit tbreo menths there entirely
alone. I bava bcardi Lira àqjeak of tihesei blrca monthis as
the liappiet of lus life. Wbeu hae retarneti te New York bis,
reselutien wvas taken Wa devote bis lifé te bis peetical enter-
prise, anti frera tbat reselutien ha bias never fer a moment
siwemveti. It is wertli noti". hue that (unlike sncbh peets
as Pope anti Byren wlîo repaiti tlueir t-ritics with a stilI severor
criticism, and for every tautit receivetl sent baLk a mere bitter
taunt) the pictce written turing andi iîumediatcly after the
storra of vili&iation ef 1856-57 ara (if possible) taure ixabueti
withteleranue anticlîarity towartis mani, and tinfialteriogr trust
in Goti tban any le Lad bitherto writtett. His faith in bis
missiion was neut fer a nmoment abhaken, bib love fur inatîkiat
net for an instant clhillcd. The pers composeti at this
time (sucli as -9 Starting frora Pamonotk," iWbeever yen
arc Holding me non' ia band,"~ anti many of the pieces ef
"gCallamus,") make largcr dlaims anti arc mure sympatbietic
tlîan any lue Liad written befere. Ia 1860 Thay.cr &
Eldridge, of Boston, publisliet the thirti edition, which con-
taineti tbe tbirty-two paume of the second edition. anti oe
hundreti anti twenty-twe 00W ones. The next yeam tte wvar
broke ontantithe Look trado nasrummcd. Thayer &Eltidge
failed, anti Leaves ef Grass again want eut of print. la
1862 Walt Whîitman wnt te the scat of n'ar anti devoteti
hirascîf W nuirsing, attentiing, andti hecriag up the sitk anti
-wonnded men on the battle-fielti anti in the hespitals. What
hie n'as ta these n'ennded, sick anti ti iog iseliers nu longue
can tell. IL n'as net se rntu%.I tîtat hae speat all luis time
anti strength taring fir tiit, watching by thora, tieing al
that a sistor er mother ceulti de for tbem-not se mut.1i tîtat
Le annseti thoîn or ouLupieti their muints n'ith variou, devicos
la their weary heurs of wai Ling fer rcovary or dtath, thathec
menti te theni, coraferteti thorn, prayeti with thier-not se
ranch tlîat ho, wbo might Lave boots ritli ,înd %vail anti uojey-
ing ail the gooti thingu of 11kc, gavt xiue ail thesa,be-,arne peur,
spent Lis duive anti niglits attending foers anti dressing
foetid wounds, anti at last, n'orn eut, became Liraself sitk for
their sakies. It wns net se ranch ail these as tflic passionate
affection ho felt fer tuera, anti "spiredi in ttuem wluich, gave
Lis ministratiens a character apart, wbich matie thora stand
ont by thenisolves, aud whith made o Conoer (n'be knen'
hlm n'cll at that titu,.) -uompare luira te tîte Divine Cumfurter
of the Gospels.

Throuî yeairs of titis hospit-it work changeti Watt Wh! t-
man frora a yonng te an olt man, brokoc don'n one of the
fincst constitutions la the n'omît, anti left Lira, n'ho Lad been
tlîe vcry type of bealtlî anti vigor, a haîf paralyzeti semi-
invaliti for the rcst of ilis life.

The foumth edition of"c Leaves of Grass"I was publisheti
in Non' York la 1867, anti incliet i "Drm Tape"I anti the
pers on the death of Lincoln; the flfth otition n'as issueti
in Washington la 1871 ; thse sixth (calîcti the centeonial
edition) n'as publishcd by theauthorin Camdten, N.J.,In 1876,
anti the sevonth etition (the compîcteti work as planneti by its
anthor tvrenty seven ycars ago) lias latcly becus brouglit ont
by James R. Os;gooti & Ce. of Boston. (The sale of this
edition is at present snspendcd on account of a notice Laving
been serveti on tse publisliers that ehonît tluey continue tW
sel! it tbey woulti bo prosecuteti under the Massachusetts Act
for the suppression of obscene litematuro.)

At tise close of the war Walt Wbitman n'as appointeti te
a clerkship in the Department of thent4iriom in Washington.
From that position ho n'as shortly aftcrwards7ylischargeti by
the secrctary, Hlon. Mr. Hlanlan, for having beon tise author
of "lLeavas of Grass.", Ho n'as at once appointeti te an
.cqîuallY goti position in the office of tise Attorney Genemal

wbich ho li as long as his health permitted. Sinco 1873
ho bas liveti in Carndan, New Jersey. 0f lato years his health
has beaun bottor and bo has made sovoral quito long journoy s,
one to the Roeky mountains in 1879, and ono to Canada,
inclutiing the St. Lawrence andi Saguenay, in 1880.

Watt WVhitmian le now sixty-thrco years olti, but at first
siglit looks ranch eider; ha hia% never been raarried ;, ho is six
foot in bieight, weigbs two bundred pounds; his liair and
beard are quite white, bis fcatures are largo anti massiv,
but so proportioneti as not to look bcavy; hie face is by far
the noblest I bave ever sen. Ife walks lamc, front his
paralysis, but fur ail that bis figure is as erect as ever. Ia
ruannur lie is quiet, neyer gets excitati, ie always in gooti
liumor, andi keeps ucbeery cvsn wlîcn sig.k (as ho often is.)
Hoe las a guod word te say of everyone, nover manifests, or
seems to bave, any iii feeling toward any persan or thiog.
0f those wvhospcak i11 ofbhim and of bils book, b-3 says, that
they are quite riglit that froin their peint of view hae anti bis
book arc bad, and Ilînt frum ar.y point of view A~ hiraseif is
net balf as goed as hie bheald tai. Tbose who corne into,
personal contact with bita inearly always liko hlm. Ho is
fond of cliildren anti they invariably take Wa him. Ho
al ways tiressea, ia very plain -_leflies, whlî are often old andi
even tomn, but are always spitlessly (dean tbis clea nness is,
and always baz, been, an espezial feature of the man it belonge;
te bis cluthub, bis person, bis eating anti tirinking, bis Iani-
guaga, tbeughts, anti te bis muait anti spiritual nature. No
one tan bui muth with hina or read bit, book long witbout
feeling tbe btrongcst assurance of bis extrema purity.

Ia conclusion, a féw words about ý[Leaves of Grass."
This is not a book or per in the usual sensu. IL le somoe-
thing far more tban that, anti far less also-fa* r less because
it does not contain wvLat is ustially meant by poetry or litera-
ture-far more because it contains somethiag far more
valuable than this. --Leaves of Grass" is a picture of tho
world from tneo stautipoint of probably tbe higbiest spiritual
riature that lias yet appearoi arnonq men. The booki is on
tbiti atcont inconcivably valuable te thuse wbo an ube it4
tbat is to those w ho cao sympatlii. with its lufty ideals anti
aspirations, and wbose every day life may be intinenceti by
these. To thoso w ho cannot coter into its religions exalta-
tion the book seas nonsense anti worse than nonsense.

To thosew~lio tbink of readiog the book I would say. don't,
expect te nndc-rstand it or came for it at first, rend it elewly
anti net long at a time, no previons etincation will Lel p you
ta underetanti it, but if yen bave the necesarv moral qualitios
in yoursclf tbe meaniog will corne Wa yen at lat anti yon
will bave gaineti sjmething- wbi,'.l will bc tW yoli beyond al
price. Do net minti those who say that tbe book is immoral,
irreligions, indocent, if it is se Wo yen bo sure tbat these
,îunlities are in yourself anti net in tbe book, ontin that case
the proper thiiig for yon ta do is te finti no fault with others,
but Wa sot Wo werk zoalously anti try, with Gotis help, te
reforra yoursolf.

1 bave given rio extrauts from a "Leaves of Grass becanse
they are ne use, tc., know anytbing at ail about thishbooki the
wbole of it must be rond, anti that net once only, but many
times.

A Minneapolis Song.
"lLove me little, love nme long,"

Sang the dusty railler
To lus wbeat art, and bis song

Diti a maaize anti tLrill bier.
Bld me barley hope. Oh, give

Me one grain of comfert;
I would ont on thece anti live

Holding on te semae fort.
di I youm rycs now love loohs shino,

Thora lies cereal pleasure,
Oh 1 hominy jeys are mine,

Filling up My mcasure."l
Came the maiticn's cern-feul laugli

At tho miller's fawniog; caf
"Yen canIt winnow girls with caf

Sir 1 tW yen gooti memning."
-Providrce Peu.


