
It w.m a criticalt monment. *iMost mon, evën the. besf. of themi, Dre,
moraili, very great cawards, and Berniard -as.ý no exception to the

rie. Be.'ddes, Hannlali l-s ot bis wife, or bis betr-othed-.slîe hald
înot oven calhîd bierseit' bis friandf : .sqlîe lîad givenl hmii 11o ri-lits over
her-.skedl no protection fi-rn hLmi. WVhat could lie do or sav ?

-Trresaltite, lie loeked froin one t-o the other-excessively nucamfort-
able-wbeîî. Hannahii camne La thie rüscue.

01 COirxSa nîy brte-nhvwiIl go %vithaîît mue we aire quite
independent. in aur proccedinigs. lie h will expIaiiu ta Lad(y Duns-
niore-Élhe titmast Lt is iieeessary to expiain, as 1 nover talk of iy
privata îlhr tu P.nybcGd-thait 1I(do not pay xnany visits ; 1 had
ratier stav at biorn.e wvit mv litt'ie girl. That wvill bc perfectly true,"

SI-l atided bier lips slighl quiveig.". prefer *Rosie's company
ta alnybady's. Sue loves* me."-

staimmard stiiie, apd md then, fearful of biaviimg committed biisalf,
sat down againi. Lady Rlivers.. though evidently 'vexed, -wag equ:il ta,
d-ia situation, end met Lt with a dlignifiedl iindifi'~ence.

?vav.ý please vouiraolf, «Miss Thoihi1somi; no doubt voit net? up1on
Our own good re Yos mi arc, 1 always iiidarstood, a lady 1ho

xîcver changes bier muiiid ; but if yotu slmouid do so, we slhah be glad ta
-;ec vani." .And tiei s'le îassed over thie rnat.tcr. àic too triial ta
bear fmrtheri discussion. id coivet..adc ini tliii lrost anmiable ianner
for anotiier Ilalf-Ilour. iiiiltv, %widi a beuniga 1- Good evelning, _Miss
Thieluson ;if -ai sure Lady Dulnsmore -vL bu, maucli dliq.appa)iuted at
nat secing vos," .911 Chiimae< ie Visit. as if Lt ]mad beei auîv ordi-
nary ea.

1Haun1ali 'vs ot; surprised<, zlt w-as the fâshiioi otf Qhe Rivers iil
not ta, soeayin thlev did not -wishi ta se: thie oîmly tlingý tlmat
vexed lier %vas about Bern:ard. Hee had .said niotinig-azbsoliltely
notliîni-e.cept tellim]g( e l, -%vlmen !lo took Ili!- bat ta accarnpany biis
stelp-Zlothar hlorue, ithai li wotuld beý back 'Wdati.\as hie
displcased with bier? Did lie tinki1 slie !ad ncted iLl? Iad she
dlonc so ? Was Lt bier (ktv ta submnlit ta evc.rvtllming for. bis sake?
Surely not. Hol Iiad no righit ta, expect i-L \ýVas Lt hmcause she
lovedl biiî Q!ift 81he faict 20 bitterly aimgry wviti biima?

*Yet, wlheu. soommer zhau. shie hiad expec-ted, lio rfotiirned, and threw
hiiniseif imita bis chiair, pacle aud tlejccted, Jîke a muan tied. and baund
by fte, Nvlho sies no, -ny ta fr-c b)iimseif--tlie -inger mneI d, th pity
revived. 1lc too suifibred-theiy suifai-ad lik-h shouldt.y
reproacli one iinoiber ?

"Sa, y'oit have biad your- vv Hnma." Yes thera w-s -proachi
in tlie toile. 1;Arc. yoit quite sure yau wero riglit in w-bat yau biave

ýdonc ?V
ciQuite sure ;-atiast; tbat ii-less 1 w-erc tonie otharv thau mnyself,

1 couid nlot hiave- donc1 diffrexîtly.*"
Anîd thoni thiey sat, silent, Lu stiif cohhîess, lantil thc larîay of

ainber tiighft biad fided out af thie molli. WThiat at pretty roon iLt
wsjust the place. to bc hiappy iii-for friands or lovers or busband

aud wvife, ta sit and dreain toglet!er Lu thoe quiet gloainimg, wbicht al
h-appy people love--wihel iS so dreadful ta tlic resiless or the
miscrablo.
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