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Flax Works at Norval* Harvesting
Flex,

—

To the Editor of Tur CaNADA FARMER :

Str,~—I observed in the Leader, & few days ago, a
statement from the respectable firm of Mesers. Good-
erhon and Worts, on the failure of the wheat crop,
from tho ravage- of the midge or weeril, throughout
the Uni.ed Counties of York and Peel. It isto he
regretted this is not the only section of country from
which you will have the same complaint, while at the
sawe time it is gratifying to know there are sectivas
where the farmers are not blindly wedded to a crop
of wheet, and many aro turaing their aliention more
to raising of stock, and the cultivation of cther crops

1n the counties of Halton, Wellington, and Waterloo,
much attention is being given by the farmers to the
raiung of well bred stock, cspecially sheep, Flax is
also largely cultivated. I visited the mills of Col.
Mitchell, of Norval, last week, in company with a
large tlax grower and manufacturer, from the North
of Ireland. We found him busily engaged, with o
number of hands finishing up last years’ stock, and
preparing for the new crop coming in. My friend
was much pleased with the machinery in those mills,
and said in many respects they were equal to, if not
better, than inany such works ho hadseen in Irelaif®.
We visited a field in company with Col. Mitchell,not a
quarter of a mile from the village, in which the flax
was over three feet long, and pronounced by all partics
present to be worth from $40 to $50 per acre. We
were told there were other fields not far distant, even
better than this. It was sown early in the month or
May, and i3 quite ready for pulling this week. The
drouglit of course has affected this crop the present
year, but thero are few fields that will not p-uduce
even double the amount wheat will do 5 and while 1
sce furmers preparing their fallows fo: fall wheat
another year, I cannot hetp asking if they had not
better pause and mske the enquiry whetber thuy
would not act a wise part in gsowing flax? Visut the
different flax growing districls, and ascertain the facts.
If tarmers will only give the same attention in the
preparation of thewr land for flax, that they do for
1all wheat, they will soon learn the difference n
profig in produtcing lax in place of wheat.

Col. Mitchell deserves a large share of credit for
introducing the stecping process, as by this system
the best qualities of flax will be produced. While
the weather is warm it will only require sume four
or five days in the vats, and a like number of days
will be sufiicient on the grass. Those who have
followed the dew-retting process, now so common in
this country, will do well to get into the way of
steeping, as a much finer quality and better colour
is produced, and such fibre as will command the
highest market price. >

Now that the scuson i8 on for harvesting, I
would take the libert? of offering a fow hiuts to those
who ure new beginners and are making the first trial
this year. When pulling keep the butt ends as even
as possible, Make your beets or sheaves small, and
tie with a small portion of the flax itself, as soon as
the sced is taken off, which is done by a ripple or
simple comb for the purpose. The flax should be
spread on the grass immediately. If allowed to
stand any length of time in tho stock, the outside of
the beet will becomo discoloured from the action of
the aun, which is most injurions tv the quality when
dressed.  While on the grass turn it over once in the
course of five or six days, allow it to remain other
gix or soven days, until ready for lifting, which is
best known by rubbing a few of the stalks between
tho fingers. When the woody parts will leaye the
ibro freely, it is ready. It is better to bave it over
than-under done, but great care should be taken to
take it up at the proper time. It may then be taken
to the barn, or stucked up, and the longer it remains
in this stack before scutching the better the fibre
hecomes. In Germany, Belgiuma and many other
flax growing countries, lax grown this year is often
left 1o the following year before it is manufactured.
The fariners should be carefal not to altow their flax
to become too ripe, a8 they had better be content
with & less quantity of sced and more fibre. Tu
Ireland where the finest flax is produced, the seed is
never allowed to more than form, and in & few years
when we have o little more experience in this
country, I have little doubt this will be found to be
tho most profitable system.

JOHN A. DONALDSON.

Spring Mount, Weston, July 11, 1864.
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The Dairy.

Dairy Farming in Gloucestershire.

I~ a dairy of 60 to 90 cows on onc of the hest dairy
farms of the Vale an exact record of the produce of
milk, cheese, butter, and bacon, has now for nine
years heen kopt 3 and the lessons which these statis-
tics teach on the policy of various details of manage-
ment—on the value of breed or family descent—on
the costs and profits of breeding from two-year-old
and three-year-old heifers respectively—on the pro-
fits of dairy husbandry generally—and on the import-
ance of a large percentage of plough land on the
dairy farm, are of the very highest value and im-

portance. The following are among the conclusions
to which this paper leads us :—

1st. That it'is desirable for the duiry farmer to rear
his own stock, 80 that he may improve his uerd, sud.
by using superior bulls, that the calves he has to sell
may be of moro value for rearing.

<nd. That it i8 to his advantage to wean his heifer
casves eurly, and, by bis liberal treatment, to encour:
age their growth and bring them into the dairy ata
little over two ycars old.

Jrd. That winter dairying may be successtully car-
ricd on, and that by hiberal feeding the cows will
almost give as much milk ag in the summer, without
materially affecting the summer’s yicld.

4th. That a certain portion of arable land attachied
to cvery dairy farm—probably one-third—wouly
greatly assist the farmer In supplying hiberul feedung.

5th. That, as a considerable portion of the valuc vt
tho food purchased goes to enrich the land, the farine
who uses much oil-cake and other purchased food s
improving the staple of the land.

6th. That it is to the advantage of the landlord
encourage liberal feeding, as tending to this mpruve-
ment of his estate.

7th. That for this purpose he should erect suitable
buildings for comfortable winter-bousing of the
stock, and encourage the breaking up of a poriivn v
the poorer grass lands.—Agricultural Gazetle.

e e Yo PP s

Cusxss PoisoNisg.—I cannot understand how
cheose can become poisonous under any circum
stances. The older it grows and the more decom
posed it is the more easily does the stomach digest 1,
if moderately taken and mixed with other food ; for
it is an old saying, and & true oue, that * chees
digests everything but itself;”’ and, as some peopl
will eat half a pound of checse at a meal with noth
ing but a little bread mixed with it. a bard waxy
-, Ming is formed in_the storoach, which the gastric
Jice is Pcrfcctly unable to penetrate. It lies there
hke o lump of lead. Irritation and inflammation
ensue ; 1t cannot dissolve nor pass s all attempts at
vomting only compress 1t mto a tirmer ball; intense
headache, cold sweats, and sometimes death itsell
ensues. It 1s evident (if this theory he correct) that
it is not old or even maggotty cheese that will pro-
duce this effect, but tough, new cheese, such assome of
the Dutch cheeses are. 1alf-backed bread, gristle, and
with some people hard dumplings, and even carrots.
will produce alikeresult. It requiresa ploughman's
stomach to make & meal of bread and cheese alone,
and even he cats omons with 1t when he can get then.
Personally Iuscd tosuffer intense mormng headaches
consequent upon the smailest modicam of cheese.
But as I grow older my stomach grows stranger, or
less irrit ible, which amounts to the same thing. At
its weakest, however, I could alws {s greatly nullify
its deleterious action by adopting whatin my sonnger
days we used to call "hospital practice, that is, by
spreading butter on our bread and eating the cheese
with that. If people will avoid new, tough cheese,
and cat only moderntely of uid, weshall heat no more
of poisonin§ by cheese.~J. Q. Reupawt, MR.C.S,
The Limes, Harpenden, Herts.

AT 8 recent cheese convention at Rome, N.Y.,
there were represented 64 cheese factories, employing

38,679 cows.

Eutomology.

 Grain Weevil " or *Borer."—[Oalandra
Granaria. ]

To the Elitur of TAE Casava Fanuer *

Sir,—Al grain is infested by its peculiar kind of
weevil.  Peas are very much attacked. These horera
belong to the specics Coleoptra, one of tho family
* Curcwdio.”” Theae weerils bave all much the sano

appearance, all being provided with a long, promi
nent borer, by means of which they commit their
ravages The female lays five or six times a year.
She penetrates the pea or grain, lays her egg and
comes forth. The egg hatches and the larvie, or
grub, eats himself a warm and cosy home inside the
seed. At docks where wheat laden vessels unship,
sou may see hushels of these insects swept from the
warchouses. Thereisno atmospherein which thispest,
aye, and every pest, thrives better than that of & close,
dark room. It there is any sign of the borer in your
grain spread it out, thoy will crawl forth and hide in
the chinks of the barn, whenco they may be driven
by smoke or other simple means, Therefore, you
must be exceedingly careful {o keep your granaries
clean, for in dust and filth will the weevit thrivo.
there is yet another point in connection with this
insect nusance. It gives us a warning never to buy
our sced by bulk alone, for the borer hollows the
seed, leaving it full in bulk, but about onc-third of

its original weight.
AN OLD COUNTRY MAN.
Glanford, June 28, 1864.

Da Crows po yore Hrrr tuax Goop?- Xesdnrs.
Emrons—This morning a raid of these voracious
birds made a dash at our cornfield and puiled up 300
hilla before I knew it was up, nothwithstanding the
precauntion I had taken to supply the field with scare-
erow lines  The advocates tor the deceitful crows
plead that theirservicesin destroying noxious anitals
will more than _compensate for the damage they do
in the corn-ficld  Itis true that they are great gluttons
amd devour with verieity every small animal that
they can eat, and among the variety, they seize upon
not only the noxious animals of a larger size, but
devour without merey the smaller ereeping, friendly
animanls. and what is worse the savage, unrclenting
depredators glut themselves upon the egasand young
of all our beantiful, friendly birds. These birds, not
the crows, are the devourers of the smaller insects
that lay waste onr incipient garden and field plants,
while the grass feeding crows do not notice the littlo
mseets, but leave them to supply the “creeping
things " and little birds with their appropriate food.
{ think the injury tae crows do will overbalance all
heir good works. If erows were as harmless as the
wre intelligent and beautiful, they would rank with
he most noble of the bird creation.  But the crow is
one of the most shrewd robbers belonging to the
feathered tribe, and by his strategy he will summon
i bandsand make a dash at a corn-flild with as
much expedition and as unexpectedly as Gen, Jackson
v the leaders of guerilla bands did upon their ene-

mics, —S15A3 BROWY, in New England Farmer.

TiE WEEVIL—INPORTANT T Faryuers.—The Editor
of the Akron Beucon states that he has been informed,
by the proprictor of the City Mills, of that place, that

he farmers of Vermont are in the habit ot cheching
*he  depredations of the weevil by the following
sitple plan =—

“The nextseason after it inakes its appearance, they
go through their wheat ficlds, about the time the
wheat i8 stooling or heading, imumediately after a
shower or while the dew is on it, and scatter newly-
alaked lime broadcast, so that it will adhere to the
heads and stems of the grain. They use shout a
bushel to the acre. Good lime should be secured,
and slacked by <prinkling a little water over it, so as
to retain allitsstrength. ~ The remedy has, it issaid,
been so effectually tried, as to leave no doubt of the
result. Strips of large wheat flelds, left untouched
by the lime, for experiment, have been entirely des-
troyed by the weevil, while the grain on each side

was all saved.”

Brgs. ~Housekeepers not desivors of being carried
out of the world by bugs, will be glad to learn that
they c2 not stand hot alum water. Take two pounds
alum, praise it, and reduce it to powder: dissolve it
in three quarts of water; let it vremiin in &8 warm
place till the alum is dissolved. The alum water is
t0 be applied, by means of a brush, to every joint
and crevice. DBrush the alum to the crevices o the
floor, whitewash the cciling, putting in plenty of
alum, and there will be an end to their dropping
thence.—~Country Gentleman.




