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GEORGE MERcER DA'«SOx.

By BEINARD J. HRIUOM.A., Ph.D., LL.D.

'l'le wides1 iread expressions of deep regret and per-

sonal loss followiîîg the dcatlî of Dr. G. 31. Daw«soni

show that bis '«as no ordinary life. (ialled a'«ay '«hile
in bis prime, and withi a past '«hichi ave promise Of

great achievemients yet to corne, lie lias lef t a hlailk

\vhich xviii îot soon be filled.
D)r. Da'«soin 'as the second( son oft the late Sir J.

W. iDaw«son, and '«as born ofl the lst of Atugust, 18S49,
in Pictou, Nova Scotia. In 1855 his father, '«ho liad

for some years been acting as Superintendent of

Education for N-Lova Seotia, received the appoiiitfillt

of principal of MlcGill University, Montreal, and '«ith

his fainily took up his residence there. Irîstead of the

iagnifleent structures of to-day, there '«ere then on the

college grounds only t'«o "' unfinislied anld partly nui-

0115 buildings, standing amnid a '«ilderness of excavat-

ors' and masons' rubbish, overgro'«î '«ith '«eeds and

bushes. Tbc grounds '«ere unfenced aud pasturcd at

will by herds of cattie, -which not only cropped the

* Fifty years of work In Canada -Autobiographicai notes bv Sir

William Dawson, p. 98.
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