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AN OLD CONVERT.

% Nor let the pastor's thankful eye
Their faltering tale disdain,
As on their lowly couch they lie,
Prisoners of want and pain .”*
Keble's ¢ Christian Year.”

Some years ago, we were surprised by noticing at
the god of the roughest, and steepest lane in the pa-
tish, and joiving to some ruined walls, which had
formerly been part of a glass-house, symptoms of
building. The persons who alone bad. sny right to
!Nild on the ground, we knew were mot likely to do
it, neither were they to give leave to others; but it
ever been the fashion amongst our wild, gipsey-
like of people, to collect stone and lime, and to build,
and wait the chance of the lord of the manor’s stew-
trd, or any one else to whom the right belonged,
o call for the rent, and getif he could, afterwards.
' Build vourself a place, Jack, nobody’ll meddle with
You,’ said some one, to whom the old collier bad
lold the tale of grievances, which had caused him to
qQuit bis last babitation; so Jack and his sturdy help-
Rate began to build. The situation was beautiful, but

and sometimes is, over-ruled for good. Amongst
the crowded congregation wha attesded our church
on that interesting winter afternoopn, we were surpris-
ed to see the architects of that strange habitation at
the foot of the stony hill, whom we had be'ore so
often asked, in vain, to come. Now how far the ef-
fort they had made, wasrepaid, by what they could
hear and understand, the first time, | cannot tell, but
the next Sunday, aod thenext, there they were again;
week after week, they seemed to understand a little
and a little more than the last, for the word was a-
dapted to their dull understanding, by line upon line
and precept upon precept. At first, { suppose, they
saw that the ministers were very serious and earnest;
then they began to acknowledge a need of seriousners
and eavnestness, It struck them,as a new thought,
that they were not to live in this world always; and
if 50, it was reatonable, that one day out of seven
should be devoted to preparation for another. Then
therc arose an interest in the clergvinan, and all his
family, Tte old man, who wused to be so rough,
would watch for us now, as we past, to ask usin,
and tell us that ¢ we were welcome at his house at
any time.”

At this period, the school room wasopen from six

they turued the back of the house to the view, for.till eight of a Thursday evering, as an adult school.
the steep banks that rise on either side, quite shut out You would smile sir, if I gave you some anecdotes,
Wy front, the lane itself, being, in the winter sea-\which would prove, with how much truth some of the
%n, at least, but like the bed of a river. The ground echolars changed its name unknowingly, and call it
. 9 which the house was to ctand, was 0 uneven, and;“ a dull school.” Old Jack, at this time, had a grest
of such small dimensions, that we were puzzled to!dread of being expected to learn., and at last opened
tiok of what size. the mansion was to be. A Wweek'his mind to us on the subject, und told us that dis
9 two, however, told us all wecould ask. The fourieyes were now too dim 1o make outthe letters; in-
darrow walls, rose, lit, in front, by something like a deed, he owned he never did take to book learning,
window, and entered by a very low door, yet one that'even in bis youtb. But if he might come in and hear
Mached to the varied-coloured tiling of the roof the chapter and the sermon, so he called the few vers-
"here wasslso @ chimney, and that was, in fact, the.es from the Bible, and the simple exposition that
-thief distinction between the human dwelling place, closed the evening, he should be thankful. At his
%ud the habitation that the owner of it immodiately‘:ﬁme of life, it would indeed have besn & pity, to

! ’:‘Mded for the couple of poor, spare asses, which;

MM? rocure thes-dlisivg am the
'ﬂ:{g’— grass and ar: -of the hill tiﬁle,‘“andﬁ‘x‘ihfcb
%onstituted neacly all his worldly wedlih.  Of course,

€ very soon made acquaintance with our new neigh-
Yors; but, except as their ingenuity amused, and their
Wdystry pleased us, it was long before we found any

ing else lo interest us. They were very orten out
“hen we passed, so we bad little cpportunity ol
%eukiog to them; and when they were at home, the

have deprived him of any mg .‘ﬁgrac_c, sa the old
man was gdmitted.on his own{ns Kvery Stwiltey
brought them regularly to their place in church, and
some little outward improvement, as is almost always
the case, was soon observable in them:, The haud-
kerchief was whole, or the cap or coRar was cleaner,
or the hair smoother. ‘They never witsed the I'hurs-
day schaol, but then they came, as all do, just as
they can make it convenient from their work.

But the chief object of my writing, is to show, that

Sirliness of Jack’s manner, (Joyce wes always good:where the spiit of the Lord is, there is liberty : that

iof a sinner. He shall strengthen thee; yea, he shall
belp thee ; yea, he shall uphold thee with the right
hand of his righteousness. ‘The neighbours soon per-
ceived a grest changein his language and manners,
and his wife had cause to acknowledge that the fiuits
of the spirit are joy and peace, when she told us, that
a'l the years they had lived together, they had never
had so much happiness as now.

At length, after due coonsideration, poor Jack and
his wife appesred at the holy sacramest, and it was
a touching thing to see the young man who had been
made instrumentsl in their improvemeut, as-isting to
distribute the blessed emblems of the Redeemer’s
love to such very aged persons, whose grey hairs,
but for God’s blessing on his miaistry, might have
gone down to the grave in shame and dishonor. The
old man’s strength now begau to fuil him. It became
evidept, that the oppression on his bresth and the
cough, must very soon prevent his climbing the hill
to church. But he was in all the visitors’ districts,
for his lane led to three or four different parts of the
parish, so he had coostant attention; *and there,”
said the old woman, ¢ any body can read the word
of Gud to us now, for thereis a testament that he put
there with his own dear hands. Master John gave
it to us, and we have a right to love Lim, and we
have a right to bless him.” '

It was a great deprivation to the poor old man,
not to attend to the public worship of God on Sun-
days, and his spirits were sometimes much depress-
ed when he looked back with sorrow and shame at
the long list of wasted Sabbaths, concerning wkich
bis.conscience whispered. Oue circumstance occur~
red during the last few weeks of the poor man’s life,
of which ¥ hope it will not be a breach of charity to’
inform you. As I have already observed, he hed
passed nearly the whole of a long life in ignorance:
and gin. Was it to be expected, that all the joy and'
peace in believing, which we should naturally look
for, in the experience of the happy man, who had
fearedtbe Lord from his youth, would be his ? He
had complained to his minjsger, that be found difficul-
ty in praying, that he could only say the same words
over aud- over agsin; and Lis kind friend, after care-
fully explaining to him tte real nuture of pinyer, aw
consisting not in werds, but in the desire of the heurt,
proceeded, as he found that one form, st least —the
perfect form, given by our master to his fullowers—
was printed on this aged scholar’s memory, to cx-
plein, sentence by seutence, at each of his visits, as

‘empered,) seemed to tel) us that our visits were)

“teygive. It was vain to hope, that they might meet
¥ith jnstruction wt church.  If they thought at all
0 the subject, they fancied they were too poor to
‘:’pear there, and too ignorant to profit if they did;
't these are vain excuses, He that runs may read.
¥ha way-faring man, though a fool, need nat en
" the simple doctrines of our church; but there are
"Ronsands who still, sabbaih aiter sabbath, refuse to
Yenive instruction. The days of these poor people
era drawing to a close, Still they rose early, and
Me took rest, and ste the bread of carefulness.—Oh !
M us pruise his mercy, who provides the unperish-
e bread so often, to those who seek it not.

if any 'he in Christ, how wéak, how ignorant soever, fully as he could, the meaning of cach petition. QOne
he is, in good truth, a new creature. In this poor|day he found his old friend in great distress of mind.
old man, the first observablg change, asl have said!He had had a visit, it appeared, from a stranger, a
before, was his growing regard to all whom he con- dissenting teacher, who had spoken lightly of the ius
ceived servanis of that God, without the knawledge struction he wes receiving; and very ronghly quesa
of whom, he had heen content to live so many years. tioned his grounds of hope.  Amongst other things. ha
Then he learnt to hate tbe sins, especislly those of had touched on the snbject that had before pained the

swearirg and drunkenness, to which he had been so
long aslave. Then came the struggle betweea old
habits and new perceptions, between besetting sins
and an awakened censcience. His minister told him
that it was in vain to attend the worship of God on
the Sunday, and live in rebellion against him il the

QAt this time, great interest was excited amongst
r

Rsh," 1t was not that the doctrine he preached, differ-
in apy respect from that which had sllslong sound-

4 o oup pulpit, or that his manoer was more ear-

:"St; but le was youny, and had grown up amongst
he peaple. He had never been long together ab-

;:”ll fram Lis fsther’s flock, since the tune he had
.

ea brought amongst them, as a delicate child. en.

poor people, to hear the new curate of the pa-;

week; he kunew it was, but vices of seventy years
standing, are ot easily overcome. Can the Ethiopi-
an change his skin, or the leopusd his spats 2 O the
eth clean I But though, ss I said, the sin was not
‘at once rooted up, it was instantly met a3 an enemy,
‘always resisted, often overcome and every fall was
deeply lamented. | can remember instances of the
iold man’s watching for us, to conless bow he had fall-
It was quite aflecting to see so old a man so

u"“ry one koew his destinaticn, and every one feltihumbled ; and he would seud word to ¢ Master Jobn,’
W he was growing up to think it an honor, to be/such was the favorite appellution by which our poor

Yey 5 door-keeper in the house of his Gud

. Theipeople were accustomed to designste their young mi-

Y on which be was to preach his first sermon, was|nister, to implore, whilst tears streamed abundsntly

n’“m'ally looked forward to, as an epoch of some i~
thn%“' and the desire to hesr some new thing,!

down the rough and furrowed. face, that he would
not forsake him. No, poor, ignorant old man, there

nystery of that ¢ clean water whose sprinkling mak-!

iweak old man—‘ Had he tte gift of prayer ?  He
.answered, that he tried to pray rs well us he coull,
jand that he could say the Lord’s Prayer. ¢ That,®
%rep(iod the self-constituted teaclier, so the story was
repeated to us, ‘isnot praying st all, you must learn
a better way of praying than that;’ und thus the mind
of a bumble and sincere, though very ignorant believ~
er, was harassed, and shaken needlessly, and that,
when he was even tremblicg in the valley of the sha«
dow of death, Now sir, I live in the very hot-bed
of dirsent, yet bave gone far from my usual mode in
touching on the subject, my mot:o, with regard to my
own beloved chuich, baving long been, ¢ not drought
upon others, but mu b dew on thee.” 1 know that
charity suffereth long, and is kind, and would wish such
charity to be exemplified in the life and writings of
every member of the chureh of Kungland; but I need
0ot tay to you sir,-ours is a misrepresented, perhape
a mistaken church; once now and then, we need tell
our own story.

Now we, who visited aur poor old friend constant-
ly, bad the best reason to believe, that he did pray,

ugh aot a legitimate. chrittian motive, way Ve,'is one Almighty to save. He willeth pet the deathi'acd that acceptably., There was 3 gradual, but still



