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.pose, and thename of the donor is written
upon it. L'he sums are creditèd in a bocil,
add6ed up at end of year and compared with
aum pronised.

NO SPASMODIC EFFORT.

4. The unscriptural character of
spasmodic efforts and catch-penny con-
trivances to raise money is worthy
of notice. " That there be no gather-
ings when I come." So great was
the personal influence of Paul, and
the enthusiasm his presence excited
that many maight reason that it
would be wise to leave the gathering
of this money till such time as the
great apostle himself was present to
stimulate, by his elquence, their lag-
ging liberality. Is this not the way
much of the money given to Christ is
got in our day. There must be! a
public gathering and eloquent speak-
ing and exciting music, and when the
crowd is warmed up the plates are
passed round before men have time to
collect their selfish wits. Paul would
have none of that. He aims at rais-
ing, in Corinth, liberality like .an oak
that will flourish when the winter
comes, when his voice is hushed in the
silence of the dungeon, or in thé longer
and deeper silence of the grave, and
not a gourd that comes up when he is
there and dies when he departs.
When he comes, there will be other
things to occupy his attention more
important than money, and he directs
therefore the Christians of Corinth to
do this business of alms-giving in
the presence of God who is their
judge, and the giver of all their earthly
blessings. Let them give their alms
" as Gol prospered them," and never
for a moment asking how much does
the church need, nor how much do
ôthers give, nor how much will please
Paul. These are variable quantities,
whereas the standard of giving is a
fixed quantity and demands not ex-
cited feelings but a coel judgment -and
a tender 'conscieneë, with pèncil, paper
i.nd columns of dry figures.

CoN0LU9I0N.

In conclusion we rémark (1), That
Paul's system of finance, if generally
adopted, would revolutionize Christen-
dom. Here is what the Baptist
Weekly says as to its bearing on that
denomination in America: " The avern.
age daily income of each man, woman
and child in the country is 65 cents.
There are 1,915,300 Baptist Church
mniembers, whose aggregate daily in-
come, by that estimate, would be.
$998,415. One tenth of this multi-
plied by 312 working. days of the year
would give, if ail good Baptists gave a
tithe to the Lord, the noble offering-of
$31,150,548." We remark (2), that
the doubts and head-shakings with
which many meet this subject is nò.
discouragement. Al great reforms
were met with doubts and head-shak-
ings. There are pleasing indications
on every side that the Churches of
Christ are about to enter on a new era
of liberality and work for the Lord.
The science of Christian economy, as
this subject may be called, is being
studied by practical men, (of which
fact this little book of Mr. Speers is
an instance), and the more men ex-
amine it the more they are amazed. at
the position in which the Reformation
Churches have allowed this great ques.
tion to rest, and the more they see how
untenable it is. And (3), it is to.be
borne in mind that in a question of
this kindn ministers of the Gospel must
ceme to the front. The Levites paid
tithes, and so ought ministers of the
Gospel to be foremost in thus devoting
a. fixed portion of their income to the
work of the Lord. It is wise for them
to educate jby their example aûd'
spirit, the flook that expects from.
them exanple as well as prëcept.

"The amount df money," says Mr..Spears,.
"which a definite propoition of the incomes of
the ministry alone would afford, to aid -the

vork of the Church, far surpasses the-in-.
agination of most persons. The salaries 6f
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