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land shonld bo plonghed, harrowed and
sown with rape, at tho rato of 6 lbs. to
tho aero : this will come in vory op-
nortunely about tho end of Septomber
or the woaned lambs, and if a littlo
olover-chaff with a fow pease bo given
in trough, tho lambs wil{,soon bo ready
for tho fall-saics.

Fodder-corn, for silo or greon-moat,
may bo sown at any time aftor the
Innd has got warm. Wo do not pre-
tond to bo an authority on corn, but,
from what wo have seon, we do not
think it wiss to sow this orop too
thin : bullc is what is wanted more
than quality, which lattor can bo sup
plied vory easily by any of the nitro-
genous feeding matorials,such aspease,
cottonseed cake, &c.

By the Ilatter part of month, the
mangels and carrots should havo beon
sown, and somo of tho swodes as woll.
The difference in weight of erop bo-
tweon early and later sown swedes in
this province is something remarkable.
Wo do notin tho least exaggerate
wher we say that the difference is
quite 25 ol,. Wo have watched the
swodo-crop on M. Séraphin Guévro-
mont’s farm at Sorel forso many yoars
that wo are thoroughly convinced of
the truth of the above assortion. Tho
quality is not so good, of course, but
only conceive the addition of 259, to
Ins average yield of 3,000 bushels an
acro : 1,250 bushels are not often scen
on an acre Of the best and best farmed
land in Scotland, and, in our own part
of England we shonld call 600 bashels
a good crop. i

The mizens in the ficld intended for
roots will have been, of course, well
Pressed down by the carts that draw
out the dung being passed ovor them
while building. Ten days before thoy
are needed for use, they shounld be
turped ; and while turning, ail the
outside ehould be thrown into the
middle, and every lump brok¥n up
with the fork. One great roason for
tho quantitv of weeds{o bo eeen on
oir furms js tho omission of turning
manure-heaps : a sharp heat kopt up
for two or threo days, will settle the
bash of most seeds : the process pays.

If you have not rolled and brush - or
chain-barrowed your meadows, do it
at once, always provided thoe land is
dry enough A heavy roller, though
nol many are to bo seon hero, is ono
of the most valuable implements on a
farm,

When the swedes and mangols come
to tho hoe, do not be afraid of catting
deoply into the ground. (1) If they are
sown on drills, pull the drills down
level with tho spaco bitwren them,
and leave tho plants as poarly naked
as possible. But this will be work for
a later month.

THE ADVANTAGES OF A VARIETY
OF CROPS

(Continued.)
By toz Epirorn.

Mag,~If we aro to sow flax, wo

must first make up our minds for what
purpose wo intend to grow it: for its
sced alone ; for good fibro and a fair
¥icld of seod ; or for fine fibre, for the
masanufacture of linen, cambrio, &3,
and s» inferior yield of seed. bpon
thezo three points will depond tho
quantity of seed used to the acre.

We may as well say at oncethat we
have grow this crop very successfully
in-Eogland, and what wo shall state
here 1o describing jts cultivation is
entirely derived frow our own prac-
tice.

{1) This does not in~luie tho sugargeel.
. D,

Soll for flax.—Tho best soil for flax,
as for protty noarly overything olso, is
a modorately light loam, Tho best
crop of this toxtile wo over grow was
on a fine gravolly fiat; alluvinl dopo
sit; on tho banks of the river Cam
on the borders of Hssox and Cam-
bridgoshiro ; the previous orop ias
whoat (44 bushols to the acre), but
the land was full of dung and had
nover boen hard worked. The rulo
used to be never to manure for flax
direotly, butif a dressing was consi-
dered necessary it was given to the
antocedent crop. The fl.x we are
now considoering <was sown for the
2nd purposo mentioned above, vis.,
for a fair crop of seed and a good qua-
lity of fibro, though not so flao as the
laco-makers  of Valencionnes, &o.,
roquire for their dolicate work, Itis
probably a superstition, buot the
great Belgian and French-Flanders
flax growers persist in asserting that
no good flax can bo refted exceptin
water from the river Lys.

Preparation of the land,—As wesaid
sbove, no dung should be applied to
the land for the flax-orop wgon good
fibre is desired. Perbaps the best
procursor of thisplant would be a hea-
vily manured crop of potatoesor roots.
Aftor tho removal of the roots ‘or
tuobers, the land should boe plooghed a
moderate dopth, say, six inches, the
tidges as wide as possible, being made
quite flat, that is, not rounded in tho
least, and tho water farrows most care-
felly drawn oat. As in this high.
wagoed country baund-weeding: is ont
of tho question, we must do our

best to clean. the land. thorough

ly bofore sowing ; thorefore, whon
spring arrives, wo must work tho
grubber and not the plough, by which
menns tho stalo-furrow surfaco will be
kept constantly in its place, and no
fresh weed seeds bo brought up from
bolow. Grub two or three times at
intorvals of a weok or go, and in this
way what scols of weeds lie noar the
surfaco will sprout aund bo destroyed
as fast as thoy show their first leaves,

‘Womay do well to mention hore that
the roason wo advise the ridgoes to bo
made broad and flat is, that it being
a very important point at harvest
to koop tho flax as much as possibloin
bundics of thc same length, if the
ridges wore ploughed narrow and
rounded, the plants growing on the
lower parts of the ridges pext theo
open-furrows would bo much shorter
than tho plants on the crowas, and it
would give no end of trouble w obtain
anything like uniformity of length in
puiling the orop.

Seed.—A great deal deponds upen
the sted: the best wo used to think
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was Riga sced, once sown in Beiginm.
It should bo heavy, plamp, and bright.
Wo have scen very good linseed at
Sorel, bat more care must be taken in
oleaning it than the farmers there
geemed to think worth while.

As for quontity, if rather fine fibre
is wanted, 2% bushals an imperial acro
will not be too mucb, bat for both
seod and mederato fibre, 2 bushels may
do. What you want is to prevent
branching : it gives seed, but also
coarse fibre.

Soagon,—iWhen tho mnive is sown is
about .the time for sowing flax : tho
land should be warmed first.

and ‘tho secds to chango to a

Sowing.—Tlux requires a firm sood-
bed; afler the last grubbing, harrow
till tho ldnd is pulverised all over, no
holes or roug}: places must be loft ;
roll when tho harrowing is finished,
and thon sow : but hore comes the
troublo. Linseed is, as overy one
knows, the most slippery of all grains ;
it must bo mixed with something that
tho hand can ontoh hold of, and the
best thing, we thiok, is road-dustwell
sifted. Tho svod should be moistoned
beforo mixing with the dust; it must
bo sown broadcast at aoy rate—never
drilled—, and porhaps tho ordinury
broadcast sowing machine would do,
but as wo nover tried one of them for
this purpose wo cannot say. Atall
ovonts, 3)10 bind grubber teoth of this
machine, if it is used, must bo taken
off, as tho seed must not be baried
doeply.

When sown on the freshly harrowed
surface & purof light scod harrows
will bury tgo seod doog enough, and a
good heavy rollor finishos tho job.

Harvesting.— When the straw, next
the aod, begins to turn yellow,
pale
brown colour, the flax is ready to
pull. In pulling, the same lengths
of straw should ba kept as nearly
as possible togother, and the sheaves
should be made smsll, say, about
six inches through, as it makas
the after-process of * rippling,” i. e.,
pulling off the seed-bolls, more easy,
the small sheaves not requiring to be
opened out for that purpose. Tho
sheaves should now be putinto shocks,
like wheat, to dry.

In England, we used our ordirary
machines to thresht he flax; but there,
the mowh of the feeding place is
made 5 feol 6 inches wids, so tho straw
to be threshed is fed in at foll length
gideways, and is delivered utterly un-
broken and as straight as an arrow.
Here, onr machines would smash it up
into tow, and make it worthless for
any fine msoufacture, We must ripple
it thus ; tho small sheaves are repeat-
edly pulled through an upright iron
comb with round teeth, about a foot
high and 2 of an inoh apart, with
biunt, tapering points. The rippler,
scated, spreads the small sheaves,
draws the ends through the comb, as
his assistant hands them to him, and
the bolls falling to the ground or into
a box arranged handily, can after-
wards be threshed, and the seed put
away after being winnowed. The flax
itsolf iz now be considered ready for
tho after process of “ retting,” beotling,
and scatching, though it would be
much improved by being kept in stack
till the warm weather of the next
£ea50n arrives.

Where the linseed is consumed at
home, as it ought invariably to beg,
there is not use in threshing out the
bolls, as ifdmixed w;th a f:li;r amgant
of oals an o, thoy will grind u
famously, angciseli) o proven% any ol;’
the oil from esceping. About 2 bushels
of poase, 4 bushels of oats, and 2
bushels of the bolls, make a good mix-
ture, which, after turning up with
chaffed straw, damped, will make good
milk, or fat, tender beofand mutton.

In our time, we sold the flax in the
sheaf to 2 Londcn Company that had
a faclory fitted up afcor the plan of
the Chovalier Claussen, a Belgian.
Hoere, the fiax was refted in warm
water, bestled, scutchod aund finishod
off by machinery. If wo remember,
the price was $15.00 x ton, and seed
and straw brought us in about £45.00
an scre; but itisa long time ago—
1854—and wo have no notes on the
subjeot, Hero we should think, at first,
what is called “dow-rotting” would

1bo tho -easiest plan : the flax spread




