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recognised ? The same Apostle, also, when instructing "Timothy how
he ought (o behave himself in the church of the living God, gives di-
rections to the churches by him, to countthe elders that rule well worthy
of double honor. 1 Tim. v. 17. And, again, to the Evangelist ‘Titus,
he writes, ** for this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldestset in
order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every tity,
(Joubtless where churclies had been previously planted,) as Thad »-
pointed thee”  Tilus i. 5. We certainly could not require a plainer
example for a plurality of pastors in every church, The things that
were wanting, the things to be set in order, were, notan elder, but sLDERS,
in svery city, even as Paul had appointed. ‘The Aposile Peter, also,
when addressing the scattered strangers, uses the self same furm of ex-
pression. ** The rupirs which are among vou, [ exhort, * * *
feed the church of God which is among you, raking the oversight thereof.”
1 Peter v. 1. ‘The Apostle Jamnes ulso directs, ¢t is any sick, let him
call for the ELprks of the church,” &e. James v. 14, We humbly
conceive that uo supliiutry whatever can neutrulise, gainsay, or overturn
the complete example for a plurality of rastorsin every churchi contained
in these passages. We slall uot enlarge Lere upon the benefits resulting
from this appointment of infinite wi-dom, as these will fall more naturally
to be considered in the conclusion.

Jil. It 1s THE IMTLRATIVE DUTY OF THE ORCINARY MEMBERS OF A
CHURCH TO CONTRIBUTE, ACCORDING To THLIR RE:PECTIVE ABILITIES, TO
PROMOTE ITS PUBLIC TEACHING.

When Christ Jesus ascended on high, aud ¢ led captivity captive,”
we are informcd that * he received gifts fur men,” and that “he gave
some Prophets, and some Apustles, aud some Evangelists, and sume
Pastors and ‘Teachers, for the perfecting of the Saints, for the work of
the ministry, for the edifving of the body of Christ.” (Eph. iv. 8, 12.)
The offices of Prophets, Apostles and Evangelists, being extra-
ordiuary,ceased wlicn the unporlant purpeses fur wlich they were given
were accompliolcd.  Those of pustops and teaclers, being ordinary in
their nature and always necessary, arfconse queutly continued, and shall
remain permanently inthe cliurch ull the cad of tuie.  Christ Jesus is
sull qualifving, by means of his word, and the gifis of his Spirit, the
members of his body fur the discharge of these important duties. The
Apostle having thus enuwerated the vaious gifis, wlich were the effect
of Christ’s ascension to glury, he proceeds to illustrate the purpose for
wh'eh they were bestowed ; “ thut we henceforth be no more children,
toss: d to and fro, and carricd about with every wind of ductrive, by the
sleight of men, and cunning crafliuess whereby they lie in wait to de-
ceive.” Verse 14. Itis very observable, that, wherever the Apostles
in their writings advert to the inliuducdun of error—wherever they pre-
dJict apostaey fram the faith-—wherever they guard Chrigtians against
being *“led away with the crror of the wicked, and falling from their
steadfastness”—that they have only one course of conduct to prescribe
for their adoption , not that of having a pastor skilled in larguage and

"science, but that fur which these gifts wure Lestowed tv qualify them
that, * speaking the truth in love, they wight grow up into him, in all
things, who is the head, even Christ, fruw whem the whule body fitly



