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recogniied ? The sane A postle, aLo, when instructing Tinothy hov
he ouglit Io behaýe himself in the church of the living God, gihes di-
rections to the churchts by him, to count the eiders that rule well nýortlhy
of double honor. 1 Ti-n. v. 17. And, again, to the Evangelist Titus,
ho vrites, " for this cause left I thec in Crete, ihat thou shouldest set in
order the'things that are vanting, and ordain eiders in every eityý,
(doubtless 0hwre churches had been prcviuusly planted,) as i had p-
pointed thee." Titus L i. We certainly could not require a plainer
example for a plurality of pasturs in eîcry church. The things that
were wanting, the things to be set in order, t cre, not an elder, but ELDERs,
in every city, eien as.Paul had appointed. Thu Apostle Pe:er, also,
when utddrtssing the scattered strangers, uscs the self same form of ex-
pression. " The ELDLRS which are among you, i exhort, a
feed the church ofGod which is among y ou, taking the o% ersight thereof."
1 Peter v. 1. ''he Apostle ganes also directs, 41 is any sick, let him
cali for the ELDLRS Of the Church," &C. James v. Il. Wu humbly
conceie that no sophiýtry whatcver can neutrulise, gainsay, or overturn
the complete example for a plurality of rastorsin every church contained
in these passages. We, shall uut enlarge herc upon the benefits resulting
froni this appointment of infinite u idom, as these % ii fali more naturally
to be considered in the conclusion.

I1. IT Is THE IMPLRATIVE DUTY OF TITE ORDINARY MEMBERS OF A
CHURCII TO CONTRIBUTE, ACCORDING To TUEIR RLPECTiVE ABILITIEE, TO
PROMOTE ITS PUBLIc TEACHING.

When Christ Jesus ascendcd on high, aid " led captâity capthe,"
ne aie inforncd thatI "he received gifts for men," and that "he gave
some Prophets, and sone Apustle., and sume Evangelists, and sume
Pastors and Teachers, for the perfectiig of the Saint-, for the work of
the ministry, for the edifying ufthe body of Christ." (Eph. iv.8, 12.)
The offices of Propheis, Apostlcs and Exangelists, being extra-
ordiniary,ceased iihan the impor tant purpossb fOr ulich they nere given
were accomplXd. Those Of pasto and tuchcrs, being ordinary ii
their nature and ai ays necessar, ar corse quintly continued, and shall
remain permancntly in the ciurch tilt tLe cud of t*toc. Christ Jesus is
stl qualifying, by means of his word, and the gifts of his Spirit, hie
inembers of his body fOr the discharge of these important duties. The
Apostle having thus cnumÂeratcd the vailuus gifis, whtitch were the efFect
of Christ's ascen'ion to glury, le proceeds to ilustrate the purpose for
vheh ithey wertie tcstjted " that ne.enceforth be no more children,

toss, d to and fro, and carricd about with ciey wind of doctrine, by the
slight of men, and curing crafLcsb n lcrchy they lie in wîait to de-
cele." Verse 11. It is icry obser'.able, that, whereer the Apostles
in their w ritinge adieri to the intoiduoiu of error-wttherever they pre.
dict apostacy frnm th, faith-whereîer they guard Chriatians against
being " Ied away with the crror of the nicked, and falling from their
steadfastness"-that they baie only onet course of conduct to prescribe
fur their adoption , not that of haing a pastur skilled in languag-e and
science, but tihat fur wî lich these gfts w. re bestuned tu qualify themr
that, " speaking the truth in lote, they iiiight grow up into hiu, in all
things, who is the head, even Christ , fruomè wthc m the whle body fidy


