NORTHERN

MESSENGER.

SCHOLAR’S NOTES.

(From the International Lessons for 1876 by Edwin
W. Rice, as issued by American Sunday-School
Union.)

ConNucrep Hisrory.— Oar former lessons 1n Acts
cloged with ** The Seven Chosen.” Stephen, one of the
seven, had spoken with sueh wisdom and power of Jesus
and true piety that the Jews were not able to answer
bim. 8o they had lim arrested, and charged with
speaking againgt Moses, the temple, and the law. He
now defends himself against these charges,

LESSON I,
OcCroBER 1.)

STEPHEN’S DEFENCE. (About 85 A.D.]

ReAD Acts vii, 1-19. Recirr vs, 1-5.

. %
|  GOLDEN TEXT.—Whose are the fathers, i
| and of whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ !
! came, who is over all, God blessed for |
! ever. Amen.—Rom. ix. 5. "
|~ CENTRAL TRUTH.—“The Lord sent |

redemption unto his people.” |
e ST

DATLY READINGS.—M.—Acts vii. 1-19, 7T.—Gen. xii,

1-9. W.—Rom, iv. 1-25. 7Zh.~Gen. xlyvii. 1-20, F—
Py, xxxuv, 1-22. Se.—Gen. L. 1-14. 8.—Ex. i. 6-22.

To raE Scronar.—Notice how Stephen proves that all
God's dealings with his people point to the very changes
which the Jews accused Stephen of proposing to make,
and so shows them that they are fighting against God,

NOTES.—~Mesopotamia (hetween the rivers),a country
between the Tigris and the Euphrates Rivers, about 700
males long by 20 to 250 broad. Only the north-western
portion of 1t 18 commonly spoken of in the Bible. In
Hebrew the name was “Syria of thetwo rivers.”—Char-
rany the Greek word for ““ Harran”. Dr. Beke locates it
near Damascus, 10 Mesopotamia or Padan-aram (Gen, xi.
32), about 150 miles north-west ot Ur.—Chaldeans, peo-
ple of Chaldea, of which Babylon was the capital.—
Sychem—~Shechem, and perhaps Sychar, now called
Nablus, a eity between Mounts Ebal and Gerizim. about
seven miies south ot Samaria.—7hreescore and fifteen
souls. Stephen was probably a Greek.and quoted the
Greelc Bivte, which reads 75. The Hebrew reagds
70. Gen xlyi. 27. This has been explained—(1.) By
saying that the Greek version and Stephen counted three
wives of Jacob and two sons of Judah. (2.) Thatto the
66 of Gen. xlvi. 26 it adds the wives of Jacob’s sons, ex.
cept Judah's. who was dead ; or (3.) That in Gen. xlvi
20 the Greek version adds the sons of Ephraim and Man-
asseh rrom 1 Chron. vii, 14-21, while the Hebrew omits

them because mnot born until atterward. In either of
these ways the difference iy easily explained.—(4lexan-
der)—Four hundred years, round numbers as in Gen:
v, }8, X A !

EXPLANATIONS AND QUESTIONS.

Lesson Topics.—(L) Gop’s CoMMAND To ABRAM.
(IL.) Gop’s CARE OF JACOB.

1. GOD'S COMMAND TO ABRAM. (1) high
priest, an president of the Sanhedrim er court; are
there things so ¢ gnilty or not gmlty. Men, breth-
ren, the ecrowd or aundience; fathers, probably the
mombers of the Sanhedrim, lus judges ; God of glory,
these words show his reverence; Mesopotamin « o -
Charran. See Notes. (3.) thy eountry. Gen. xii. 13
(4.) dwelt. Gen. xi. 31. (5.) inheritance, possession’
foot on, ““ nota foot,”" a common proverb or remark
(6.) sirange land, Egypt (Gen. xv. 14) ;entreat, use
them ill. (7.) judge, do justice to, punish ; serve me,
woiship mé. (8.) covenant , Gen. xvii, 10. %

I. Questions.—Of what was Stephen accused ? Actg
VL 11. Before what court was he brought.? How
were witnesses tound 7 How did Stephen’s face ap.
pear 7 State the question of the high priest. What
does Btephen try to show ? How ? Where does he
begin his accountof God’s dealings with Tsrael 7 Re-
late the facts he states in regard to Abram,

1L GOD’'S CARE OF JACOB. (9.) patriarchs,
sons of Jaceb ; sold Joseph (Gen. xxxvii. 27, 86);
God was with him. Gen. xxxix. 2, 21, 23. (10,
favor . . . ot Pharaoh. Gen, xli. 41. (11.) dearth,
drouth, famine ; sustenance, food. (12.) our tathers,
Gen, xlii. 1,2, (13,) second time. Gen. xlv. 3. (14.)
threescore and fifteen. See Note. (16.) Sychem
(see Note) ; Abraham, some read Jacob for Abraham ;
Emmor, Gréek word for Hamor, Gen, xxxiii. 19. (18,)
another king. Ex. L. 8. (19.) subiileiy, deceitfully,
artfully ; cast out. Ex, i, 22,

LI, Questions.—How was Joseph ment into Egypt #
Who was with Joseph ¢ How was he favored ¢ How
honored ¥ Whut great calamity soon foillowed ¥ How
was Jacob distressed by it ¢ Where did he send for
tood ¥ How many times ! When did Joseph make
himgelf known to lus brothers ¢ To whom were they
then made known ? v. 18. Who invited Jacob and
his tamily into Egypt ¢ How long were they there ?
How prospered ¢ How oppressed ¢ By whom ? How
did all this prove that God was leading them ¥ How
does thig speech show Stephen’s reverence for God !

Tluscration.—God's promises. Where is thy casket of
promiges ¢ Open the jar of jewels. Count over the dia-
mopds that flash 1n thy hand like stars. Compute the
worth of thas single jewel, “ Ask and ye shall receive ;'
or that other ruby, * All things shall work together for
good to them that love God” Bring forth thatroyal
Kohinoor, ** He that believeth shall be saved.” Then re-
wember who it is that gave tnem,and to what an unworthy
sinner,and tell me if they are not exceeding great and
precious. Waen Cwmsar once gave i man great reward,
be exclaimed. “This 13 too great  gitt for me to receive.”
But Ceesar said, “It is not too great a gift for me to give.”
8o the smallest promise in thy casket is too much for thee
to deserve ; yetthe most magnificent promise is not too
much for the Kings of kings to bestow.—(Spurgeon )

f xxxil. 1. (41.) calf, 1mage of the Egyptian god Apis i

| theman of the house saw this, he sngrily asked,  Who

CoxnecreDp Histoxy.—After giving a brief account of
God’s dealings with Abraham, Jacob, and Joseph, and the
oppression in Egypt, Stephen speaks of the way God de-
livered Tsrael by Mores; of Israel's rebellion and idol-
worship; ofthe tabernacle and temple to witness for the

trne worship.
LESSON IL
OCTOBER 8.]

STEPHEN'S DEFENCE. [About 35 A. D.]
READ Acts vil, 85-560. Recite vs. 47-50.

g

S

GOLDEN TEXT.—Lo, I come to do thy
Wwill, 0 God. He taketh away the first, that
he may establish the second.—Heb. x. 9.

CENTRAL TRUTH.—“The law s & sha-
dow of good things to come.

3

DAILY READINGS.—M.—Acts vii. 20-50. 7.—Ex. iii.
1-22. W ~Deut. xviii, 9-22, 7Zh.—John v. 36-47. F.—
Ex, xxxii. 7-24. Sa.—Ex. xl. 1-19. S.—Ps. lxxviii.
51-72,

NOTES.—Red Sea, east of Egypt, and about 1,400
miles long ; its greatest width is 200 miles ; divided at
its northern end by the Sinaitic peninsula into two arms
or gulfs,the eastern one about 130 miles long by 15 wide,
the western (the one spoken of in this lesson) about 180
miles long aud about 20 wido.—Molock, the fire-god or
idol of the Ammonites. Jewish rabbins say the image
was of brass, with the head of an ox and the members of
aman, Itwas hollow,was heated from below, the child:
ren offered to it being placed in its arms, and drums beat-
en to drown their cries, Jer. vii. 31; Lev. xviii. 21 ; 2
Kings xxilii. 10.—Remphan, the image of the star-god
Saturn, or of the sum. Some, with less probability,
understand Remphan (Arabic, chiun) to mean a tramework
for carrying the idol.—Babylon, first called Babel (Gen,
xi. 9), atterward a famous oity, the great capital of the
Chaldean (Assyrian) kingdom. It flourished from about
2,000 B. C. to about 500 B. C. It was of vast size and
grandeur, having wide streets crossing each other at right
angles, hanging-gardens, ' great towers, brazen gates, a
wall around it said by Herodotus te be 300 feet high and
85 broad. It was taken by Oyrus; again by - Darius
Hystaspes, and the wall destroyed 510 B.C. ; by Xerxes,
who destroyed the temple of Belus. 29 years later ; by
Alexander; who completéd the  destruction of the city
abont 825 B. C. See Jer, xxv. 12 and 1. 21.

EXPLANATIONS AND QUESTIONS.

Lesson Topics.—(l.) ISRAEL'S REBELLION UNDER
Mosgs. (1L) THE TABERNACLE AND TEMPLE POX TRUK
‘WoRSHIP. " : )
T.ISRAEL’S REBELLION. (35.) refused, re-
jected ; the same, this very rejected one; deliverer.
Ex, xiv. 19, (37 ) prophet, aeaning Jesus. Acts iii |
29, (38.)8poke To bim (EX. xix 3, 17); lively
oracles, the law. Rom. 1ii. 2. (39.) would not obey.
Ex, xyi. 2: Num. xx, 3. (40.) Make us gods. Ex.

wot not, know not. (42.) gave them up, (Ps. Ixxxi’
12); host of heaven, sun, Satwn, Mars and the stars
(see v. 43) ; prophets. Amos v. 20, (43.) Moloch
(see Notes) ; Remphan, See Notes.

I. Questions,—Of whom did Stephen now speak ?
Why did the Israelites reject Moses ? How did God
use him ? How many wonders or plagues were sent
upon Egypt before Pharaoh let Israel go ¢ Describe
the miracle at the, Red Sea. How long were the peo-
plein the wilderness I Why so long ¢ Of whom did
Moses gpeak to Israel ¥ What did Moses give to Is.
rael at Sinai? How did they sin under Aaron 7 How
did God pumish them ? To what worship were they
givenup? Of what other sin were they guilty?
[Of unbelief.] Of what sin were the Jews guilty in
Ntephen’s time ?

TI. THE TABKRNACLE AND TEMPLE FOR
TRUE WORNSHIP. (46, tabernacle. Ex, xxv. 40;
Heb. viii. -7 ; fasbion, pattern, plan. Ex, xxvi 30.
(45.) Jewns, Greek form of ** Joshua : not Chrst, but
Joshua is here spoken of (46.) desired. wished. 1
Chron. xxii. 7. (47.) Solomon built. 2 Kings vi. 1.
(48.) Howbeit, yet, however; dwelleth. Acts xvii,
24, (49.) my thvone. Ts. ltvi, 1, 2.—The division of
the text 1nto verses here confuses the meaning. '(4lex-
ander,)

IT. Questions.—What place of true worship had the
Israclites 1 the wilderness ¢ By whom given 7 How
made ¢ After what plan? By whom brought into
Canaan ¢ By Rom brought to Jerusalem ? Where
from ? 2 Bam, vi. 2. Who died on the way ¢ Why ?
What did David wish to build for God ¢ Why for
bidden ! 1 Chron. xxii, 8 Who did build itt In
what does God not dwell ¥ Where 13 He said to dwell?
2 Chron, vi. 89; Isa. lvii. 16, How may we have
Him dwell with us ¢ .

Tlustration.—Weakness of idols, A little boy once
took a stick and broke all the idolk in the house except
the largest, into the hands of which he put & stick. When

hag done this 97 ** Perhaps,” said the boy, “the big idol
hag been beating his little brothers.”” ‘* Nonsenge !” said
the mau ; * dow’t talk such stuf! Do you think I'm a
fool ! 1t was you. you little raseal! And I’ll beat you
to death with the same stick I’ *‘But.” replied the boy,
“ iow can you trust & god so weak that a child’s hand
can destroy him ? If he caanot take care of himself,
how can he take care of you and the world, let alone
making you?” The heather stopped to think, broke lus
idol, and sought the true God.—(Biblical Museum.)

1 abernacle of Moloch. $ome think the word translated
tabernacle means the pole jupon which the image of this
idol was carried ; others say it was a kind of palanquin
or covered litter or carrage in which the image was car-
ried by being borne upon the shoulders of servants, a®
persons ot state now ¢re 1n the East. 7
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RexEw.—Ag a large number of subserip-
tions are constantly falling due, we hope our
friends will not neglect to ‘renew promptly,
and thus prevent their papers from being dis-
continued. We have no travelling agents,
consequently the work of increasing our sub-
seription list will devolve as heretofore upon
our numerous friends throughout the country.
Damy  Wirngss, §3 ; Tri-Werkry, §2 ;
Wrrrry, §1.10 ; Domrnion Monrary, $1.50 5
MgssuxaER, 30c. ; per annum. These amounts

include postage, Registered letters are at
our risk.

NOTICE.

Subscribers finding the figure 9 after their
names will bear in mind that their term will
expire at the end of the pregent, month. Early
remittances are desirable, as there is then no
loss of any numbers by ‘the ‘stopping of the
paper. :
%

ADVERTISEMENTES,

e 5]

THE BEST PAYING INVESTMENT,

That knowledge is power no one’ doubts.
The engineer with the greatest ease and safety
regulates the speed of enormous engines witn
the power of several hundred horses, while. the
attempt of a man with but little know-

ledge of the steam: engine, {f he at-
tempted to ' guide' it, would only resulf
in aisaster. There are many people  who

imagine that there are certain” occupations 1

which little knowledge is- requlred,pang nlm%
simply of a practical nature. The farmer who
boldly entered the forest, cut down the trees

and literally hewed the way to fortune n
hardly understand what he calls the “new-
tangled” notfons of the present day, and. stil]
these ‘“new-fangled notions’ are what s mak—
ing the world better than it ever was before,
One  of them 18 that everybody must haves
newspaper. If he does not have it, he will cer-
tainly fall behind in the race. It may contain
in a whole year a simple hiot about manuring,
that he may adopt ; but the results of that hint
e the one containing

the hint. Perbaps he learns from it & new
plan to keep his orchard free from vermin,
that may be worth \many bushels of apples in
a year, and a fortune in a lifetime. Good
papers 8o overflow  with this class of informa-
tion that a practical man of any profession
studymge:hem, cannot bug profit by them te a
great extent; and often, when in difficulties,
sees his way out by an idea which comes from,
he knows not where, but may be traced to the
newspsper.. - The publishers'of the ITNBES,
Dominion MONTHLY and: MEStENGER, contiuu.
ally keep this object in view, a&xd endeavor to
repay 2ach subscriber ten times oyer for the
subscriptions sent them. One thing i certain,
that 1t 18 better value to spend $1.10 or more for
a newspaper than the same amount in Waiskey
or tobacco-

THE STATE OF AFFAIRS.-—In the Publishers:
Department for August, it was stated that the
increase of receipts of subscriptions to the
New DoMINION MoNTHLY from March 1gt. to
July 15th, was sixty per cent., and the time
when the increase would be a hundred per cent.
was ‘not far distant. That time has already
arrived. A comparison between the receipts of
July, 1875, and July, 1876, shows the increase
in amount received for subscriptions to be one
hundred and fifty per cent. This {s an evidence
ot approval long-hoped for, and gives much
encouragement to'go on increasing the maga-
zine's value in accordance with the additional
ald thereby given. But it must not be censi-
dered that the battle is yet won. One month’s
Increase cannot put the magazine on a paying
basis. Before that can be done, four thousand
adoitional subscribers must be obtained. That
would be an additional subscriber for each pre-
sent one, and about a thousand over, We |
believe that this number can be obtained before
the cloge of the R0th volume. We certainly
would very much desire to begin the 21st
volume—the manhood of this magszine—by
issuing a nnmber which' wlil be unrivalled in

The NEW DOMINION MO

ADVERTISEMENTS,

— The unanimous opinion of the ladies who
write the publishers concerning “ Dress and
Heslth,” is that 1t.has been useful to them, and
conveyed many valuable hints.

BeTTER AND BETTER.—During the past few
weeks an extraoriinary demand has grown up
for “ Dress and Health,”” and we mafl a large
number of copies dally to persons sending their
30 cents per copy for it. Letters have also
been received, spesking of the book in high
terms, and expressing the writers’ thanks for
the good advice therein coutained.

—Business men who desire a first class
medium to make known the character of the
articles they have for sale could not do better
than advertise in the NORTHERN MESSENGER or
WrekLy Wirness. The circulation ' of the
former i8 now over FIFTY FOUR thousand, and
of the latter over TWENTY SEVEN thousand.
These figures are large but reliable.

FOR THE FAMILY,

One of the most important family needs 18 thatof a
good healthy newspaper, by which every member can
learn the world’s events and progress, and thus keep

ABREAST OF THE TIMES.

To provide such a paper, with nothing in it that can

i injure, and at the same time have the effect of encourag-

ing and preserving & firm religious feeling, is the object

"ot the publishers of the WirNuss, and their past experi-

ence shows that their efforts have not been in vain, Any
readers of the MesspNGRR desiring’

A COPY

ean obtain it by applying to the publighers, JouN DoUGALL
& Sox, Montreal, by return mail. The price of the
Werxry is $1.10 per year. making it the cheapest paper
published ‘in_Canada, and with the exénption of the
Mnésﬁnann. perhapsin Amg:ricu.

ENLARGED, ;
IMPROVED,
ILLUSTRATED.
GAZINE.

NTHLY is rapidly becoming
one of the most pobular magazines. During the Months
or March, April and May, the receipts for subseripiions

were

- FIFTY-FIVE PER GENT. :
more than for the corresponding quarter of last year
This advance is‘anevidence of the renewea interest which
18 being taken in this journal, Its departmen’s are us

Tollows :—

MISCELLANEOUS,
Comprising original articles on topics of general interest
by competent writers, and includes short and sexial tales,
Wwhich can, wihous injury, be placed in the hands of every

one.
YOUNG FOLKS =
Is a department. whese interest is not confined to the
young. * Robinson Crusoe,” the most popular book for
juvenile, readers finds as many aumirers among the old as
vonnp}; and the ** Young rolks” of the NEW DOMINIO N
MONTHLY are many of them gray-haired grandfathers
«r grandmothers, tathers and mothers, This department
13 conducted on the prineiple toat trathful lessons, simply
stated. Jre of universal benefit, and that their sumplicity
makes thom more usetul. g 3
3 THE HOME e
‘&%8 deplil:.;:nt' that all can u;xe ;;g t;z;:::?ttm. Marnaa
.a08 10 1t the newest recipes for » Irom a pan-
ks t0 4 Chrinfmag pudaing. Shewill also find hints for
rooselg, health hints, and an innumerable variety of
etoeter s” ‘e father can ind 1 it AiSCUSEIONS on educy.
nonalaq ymdred ropies.  The daughters, hints how the
:;lome M8 he made beautiful l;limliz ogm otiable. and all the
ay ing whieh, home is prese; :
i .07 oo i Bome s peieiv<a
LITERA NO T . he
new books*ar‘é»‘é\ﬂov:“{,cnrs i, ..m‘”f ;;gq}esome
there are E
LLLUSTRATION . ¢oriprising portraits
hicl 1tts of eminent
e ’:'M!.g‘e‘c‘“’f" i ’°‘“(1:Wf, and piotures which
HESS PAGE will conta, :
s ek conau«m,ﬂ’ﬁg e
sugh act of ohm,ﬁt a8 an aid “‘nmm:ennc ples of the
DOMINION MONHLY contuing . ‘The NEW
7 N:NET‘Q"'S’IX PAGES
Each month, majing in all ¢leyen ¥
passe o ons e Bortatel 00 0 Al oo
dress 1n Ca 6 Unite { ) ul
:opigs u;gnt, postree, for ﬂnegnﬂgg;en:."” $1.50. dingle
v GOD COMmMINg Ny
Given to compent agents, male op v
well by eanvasmg for this magpzina, 21 Who may do

" JORN DovGALL & SON,

P ¢

1o~

A%ilca. Tt 5“ he donf)'o W’}u y%u Jt‘;}p us? & e . Pablishers, Montreal.
b ishers’ Department Dominion Monthly.
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BREARFAST,—EPPS’s COOOA—GRATEFUL AND | th fgi'?%?RIPTION S
COMFORTING.—*‘ By & thorough knowledge of | -= Y s ¢ MESSENGER are; .
the natural laws which governthe P?"?'“Q‘!‘ O § o Pl ST weectamcl, SR (SR % 0.30
digestion and nutrition, and by & careful i&.PPu’ . 2.50
cation of the fine properties of well-selected T 600
cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided our breakfast 1150
tables with & delicately flavored beverage which a0
may save us many heavy doctors’ bills. It is| = 1,000 coie......__ 200,00
by the judicious use of such articles of diet : 5 g
that a constitution may be gradually built up « DOUGALY, & SON,
until strong en to resist every tendeney to Publishers,
disease. ﬁqndre s of subtle maladiesare float- ' Montreal.

ing around us ready to attack wherever there is
a weak point. We may escape many a fatal
shaft by keeping ourselves well fortified with
pure blood and a properly nourished frame,”’—
Civil Service Gazetie. Made simply with bolling
water or milk. Each packet {is labelled—
“ James Eres & Co., Homeo

JOHN DOUGALL,
2 Spruce street,
New York,

The NORHERN YMESENGER is printed and published

athic Chemists, oue st und5th ot every month, 4t Nos. 218 and
48 Threadneodlo Stroet, and 170 Plceadilly ;| 30 dombos wrumes Toossn, ok g DotoALL
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