&4 NITENDANCE OX PUBLIC WORSHIP,

lenzthy and abstruse, but to be ~hort,
plan, and simple in what T wiite, 1
~hail et dowa what T wish to ~ay upon
this subject in the two fullowing para-
graphs. .

Iirst. . God's house, thaugh in one
seu-¢ a house of Preaching. is nore
cimphatically = house of Prayer: and
the buok which is our gaide in God's
house is called the ** Bouvk of Connuon
Prayer.”  Reader, did you cver con
sider what was meant by that title of
the Yook which we wore fouiliarly eall
the * Prayer-book 7" 'The true nae,
*The Buok of Common Prayer.” is
worthy of being noticed, because it
really contains in ‘t~clf the very pith
and warrow of the question now undel
consideration ; prayer in the Church is
common prayer, prayer from the vody
of” Christ’s people, prayer for cononon
blessings, thanksgiving for a comuen
redemption.  The publit service of the
Chureh, be it observed, is not like the
private prayers of all the mewhers of
the congregation added together; I
mean, that we are not to regard a
Christian congregation as so many per
sons who have agrecd to say their
prayers together occasionally in the
same place and at the same time ; there
i» 2 meaning in public worship distinet
from this. Christ our Lord is the
head, not of a numberof dijointed
lunbs, but of a budy compacted to-
gether, and the congregation of the
faithful in Church is the body of Chnis-
tians met together (o to speak) in their
corporate eapacity. Take an illustra-
tion. the aldermen and councillors of
a corporate town may happen w be all
assembled together in one roowm, but
the asseinbly i> not on that account a
meeting of the Town Council, and a
chance meeting of this sort would be
altogether different in its nature from
a regularly appointed mecting of the
body #s a body. Now Christians form
a body, knit togcther by close bonds,
all being members one of another, and
all owning one head cven the Lord
Jesus Christ; how is this union ex-
hibited ? what is its oucward mark ?
where isit that Christians are to be
found speeially as Christians? 1 reply
that in the common worship of God in
Church, and there only, they testify to
themselves and to ochers their common
life and their common redeption. No
man has a private interest in the Sa-
viour ; Christ did not die to save a few
individual souls, but to found a king-

dom, to establich a Church, to becone
the head of a redeemed hody ; and
theretore however holy @ man may 1
lwwever well instructed he may Le
however diligent in private prayer he
way be, he can ot oceupy s prope-
position_as a mn .nher of Christ's rap !
somed Chureh, if ke * forsakes the!
a-sembling together’ of Christ's peaple.
Sceondly,  God's house s not unly
a house of Prayer, butiti-also a hoywe
of Sacraments. I have put the argu
ment in the previous paragraph Iy
itself. without any allusion to the faa
of Christians meeting in their public
assemblies  to celebrate the fmrd':
Supper, because T think that withuut
any such allusion the argument is govd
and satisfactory ; I feel sure that the
more we consider the real nature of the
redemption of the world by Jesus
Christ and the manner in which it i
:{.ukcn ot in Seripture, the mure we
1l sve the absurdity and ins possibility :
of' what T may call private Chustianity,
and the absolute necessity of public
worship {apart from all consideration
of public preaching) in a body constitut-
ed as is the Christian Church, Bu
the argument is much enforeed, when
we take into aceount the fict, of the
communion of the body and bloud of
Christ being a part of the public
worship of Christians.  This, it must
ever be remembered, isone of the chief
teatures of Christian worship ; it i~ the
very thing which beyond all othens
brought the carly Christians togcther
on the first day of the wech ; for we
readt that they cumne together on that
day *‘to break bread,”’ that is 0
celebrate the Lord's Supper; and tole
wilfully absent from the Holy Com
munion would in primitive tunes have
been considered almost eguivalent 1o
giving up the Christian  profession.
Now communion, as the word implics.
is no private thing; it is the joining 1o
one for a certain purpose of the whole
body ; and though a wan may pray by
himself he cannot celebrate the Com:
munion of the Body and Blood of
Christ ; this is a social act, a work for
a congregation,—uot necessarily a large
one, two or three may suffice it no mor
can be found, and Christ will be
present with those two or three,—bot
a congregstional act it is, and one which
stamps upon public service a power o
conferring grace and blessing boyond
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tActs xx. 7.




