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ed to do duty until marriage, at which poriod custom allows you tc
dispense with surface accumplishments, and devoto yourself to tho
ren?itios of life, mitigated as they are fur the wslilto-do. On the
other hand, the moral atmusphero uf the English homo eoducat.on
i superior to that of Ameoricau education in geueral. Girls are less
forward and more respectful; they grow into women more slowly
and ripen botter; thoy are physically strunger, and therefore have
simplor tastes ; and as to society, thoy do not know what it means
before at loast the ago of seventeon or ecighteen. American girls
havo certain advantages, howover, which custom donies young
Englishwomen of good position; they are not forced by an unwrit-
ten law to go into socioty and play their part mn 1t, while the
English gir%s have no choice. The ““upper ton thousand” must
marry or become “‘ blue-stuckings™ befure the world agrees to let
them alone. A young ma;vied woman may, if she choose, plead
home duties as an excuse for a quiet, useful, pleasant, and studious
life, uninterrupted by any but the necessary *‘county” civilities,
which are uot burdensome,but yvung girls are notsupposed to have
such duties. Parents, even when sick themselves, are loath to let
the chances of the Liondon season pass by their daughters, and de-
pute any safe chaperon, the nearest fomals relation 1f possible, to
take their girls to all the balls and pacties, The rudimentary edu-
cation furnished to women of the higher classes has perhaps some-
thing to do with the prevalence of *'fastness’ among a part of them,
while to others it becomes the base of a real, later solf-education,
the growth of reading, observation, and thought.

—The puzzle of the period has its educationul uses. It has been
subjected to the scrutiny of several able mathematicians, and Pro-
fessor Tait of Edinburgh has given lus sttention to the subject. At
a recent meeting of the Edinburgh Royal Society, he read o paper
on *‘ The Theory of the Fifteen Puzzle,” which is at present per-
plexing so many heads and fingers. The Professor began hy stat-
ing that «ince he had given notice of his paper to the Council two
papers had appeared in the American Journal of Mathematics, in
which (as was only to be cxpected) most of what he had to say was
anticipated. He showed cthat all the essential features of the puz-
zle were to found in a board .f four squares oniy with three pieces,
say A, B, C. It would be seen that no possible motions could dis-
turb the cyclic order of these— ¢., they could only be a. b, ¢, or
¢, 8, b, or b, ¢, a, and not anyone of a, ¢, b—b, a, ¢c—o, b, a. Of
the first three, anyone could be changed to another by twn inter-
changes. Hence, all that was necessary in order to find whether
a particular case of the puzzle could ba solved or not was to find
how many interchanges wounld bring it to the normal form. 1f
that number be even, the problem was possible ; if odd, impossible.
Dr. Crum Brown had called those cases which were solvable Aryan
arrangemcnts. These involved an even number of interchanges:
the others, ur Semetic, an odd number. Any odd number of in-
terchanges made an Aryan arrangement 1nto & Semetic one, and
vice versa. Hence, when they could not solve a particular case,
they had simply to turn the 6 and the 9 upside do'wn, and all was
right. 'We hope that our readers after this will pluuge among the
figures with the certainty of immediate success, and that they will
not have the smallest difficulty in disentangling either a Semetic
or an Aryan arrangement.—The Schoolmastor.

Hotes und Felos,

NOVA SCOTIA.

The Teachers’ Association for the County of Cape Breton held
its first meeting at Sydney, on June 30th and Julylst. A,
McKinnon, Esq., Inspector of Schools, presided, with J. A, Arm-
strong, Esq., as Vice-President, aud B. McKittrick, Esq., B.A., as
Secretary-Treasurer. Seventy-one teachers enrolled their names
as members of this Association, The President, after making a
few introductory remarks, introduced Dr. Alligon, Superintendent
of Education, who expressed his pleasure at meeting such a large
body of intelligent teachers, pointed out the advantages arising
{rom such meetings, and encouraged those present to take an ex-
alted view of their profession. He was followed by M. C. P.
Moore, who read a carefully prepared paper on *‘Schoc! Manage-
ment.” The paper was discussed at some length by the inembers
of the Association, Mr, M, McKirnon, M.A., then read an
elaborate essay on ¢ Teaching of Language.” He advocated some
sweeping reforms, some of which were endorsed by the Superin.

tondent and others. Mr. J. A. H, Rindross oPoned the afternoon
sossion with & valuable paper on “Discipline.” He showed e
mmportance of good order, and regarded the oyo as the groat con-
trollir ¢ power, A very instructive illustrativo lesson in *‘Algobra”
was given by Mr. D. R. McLennan.  During the day, the Rev.
Dlessrs. Smith, Murray and McMillan visited the Association.
Un Wednesdny evening tho Temporanco Hall was crowded to
listen to an educational address by Dr. Allison. Ho traced the
progress of education in Nova Scotia till the present time, and
strongly urged every one to secure the best possible culture. The
address was frequently applanded.  Thursday morning’s session
oponed with an ¢ Oral Lessonin Arithmetic” by Mr. B. McKittrick,
B.A., Principal of Sydney Academy. A veryclear oxplanation of
how to teach Notation and Numeoration was given, and some
general observations made upon the importance of this branch
thoroughly taught in our public schools.  This paper produced a
very spirited discussion. in which a large number participated.
Mr. J. N. Armstrong followed with an interesting paper oa ““In-
centives to Study.” To secure diligent preparation from Puﬁﬂs,
he belioved the teacher must study himself. Mr. C. W. Slackett
read s well-written paper on ‘' The Teacher’s Rowards.” While
he belioved that teachers should be well and romptly paid, he
was convinced that one who regarded meorely the ‘“almighty
dollar” was unworthy of the position. TRev. Messrs. Rendall,
Coffin, Farquharson and Johnson responded to the invitation of
the Presdent, and gave excellent addresses. The programme
being completed, general remarks were made by Inspector
McKinnon, Principal McKittrick, Messrs. Rindréss, Moore, Arm-
strong, Kennedy, Blackett and Morrison. The first meeti
proved a most gratifying success, and the ter “ors expresse
themselves greatly benefited by its discussions. The Association
adjourned to meet at Noxth Sydney, June, 1881.

Tho Enceenia of King'a Colloge for 1880 took place on June
24th, and passed off in 8 most successful manner. None of the
more prominent personages who have in past years attended these
exercises—to wit, the Liout. Governor, Genera), Admiral, or Chief
Justice—were present, but a goodly number of visitors of a lesser
degree repaired to a ceitain extent, at least, any deficiency in that
particular. The exercises were commenced as usual with divine
servico in the old Parish Church. The talented President of the
College, Canon Dart, preached a most excellent sermon from Pro-
verbs, chap. 4, 7th verss. At noon the convocation services
commenced in the new Hall of the College. = The room was well
filled with the elife of Windsor and surrounding districts, while
the platform was graced with a goodly array of ¢ wealth, learning
and respectability.”

Tho President commenced his opening address with appropriate
reference to the deaths that had occurred in the ranks of the
College during tho year. He spoke in feeling terms of the deaths
of Professor Howe. John Hind, Rev Dr. Cochran and Judge Bow-
man, and referred briefly to the services and talentsof each of
them. He alluded to the progress made since the lasj Enceenia,
and stated that during the year tho old library room had been
converted into a laboratory and chemical lecture room.

The following students passed the required examinations for the
Degreo of Bachelor of Arts:

Rev. George Butler (Honors in Theology). F. W. Vroom
(Honors in Classics). A. E. Silver, L. E, Brackin, W. C. Hind,
and W, B.Kin

The following prizes wero then announced and distributed :

Cogswoll Scholarship, Rev. G. Butler. Binny Exhibition, Mr. G.
R. Martell. BlcCawley Hebrew Prize, Rev. Georgo Butler. The
Preaident’s prize for English rhymed heroic verse, Mr. G.J,
Peters. Hon. Senator Almon’s Welsford Testimonial, Mr. F. W,
Frith. General Williams’ prize for Mineralogy and Geology
applied to mining, Mr. M. A. Curry. General Williams’ prize
for Modern Languages, Mr. W. B. King. Stevenson Scholarship,
Mr H. Hensley. cCawley Classical Scholarship, Mr. F. W,
Vroom. First Year Divinity Prize, Mr. F, W, Frith, Prize for
Latin Verse, Mr. ¥. W. Vroom.

The following degrees weroc then conferred, with appropriate
ceremonies :

MASTER OF ARTS.
James Liechti (honoris causa), W. J. Spencer (honoris causa),
Rev. R. Smith, and Percy C. Scott.
BACHBLOR OF ARTS,
J. O. Crisp, Halifax ; W. H. Morris, Guysboro; F. W. Vroom,
St. Stephens ; T. R. Rutherford, Halifax ; E. Jennings, Halifax.



