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lowandflat-roo-fed. They bave no rain for *e*gh-t M*Obths
toceth er, and hardly any clouds in the sky by day or night

ýÉ£eir winter is in November, December, January, and Ée-
bruary, which is almost as warm as our sùmmer in Ené-'
land. I know this well by experience, having resided,. at
différent times, in this city for at least thé space of two
years. On coming into the cîty from Feluchia, we bave to

pass acre.ss the river Tigris on a great bridge of boats, which
are held to-cether by two migglit' chains oFiron.

From th is place we departed in flat-bottomed boats, which-
were larcrer and more strongly bui It th an those on the Euph-

rates.. We were twenty-e'g;Ët days also in goine down this
river to Basora, thoucrh we migrlit bave zone in ei*g2,hteen.
days, or less, if the water had -been higheiý. By -the side of
the river there §tand several towns, the names of which reý-
semble those of the prophets of the Old Testament. The

first ' of these towns -is called .0zeah, and another Zeechiah.
One day's journey before we came to Bàsora, the two rivers,

i.initeý and thére stands, at the junction, a castle Monging
to the Tùrks, caUed Curna, where all merchants bave to pay
à small custom. Where the two-rivers join, their united
waters are eight or nine miles broad; and here also the ri*--
ver begins to ebb and flow, the overflowing of the water
rendering ail the country round about very fertile in corn,
rice, pulse, and dates.

7le town of Basora is a mile and a balf in circuit; all

-the houses, with the castle and the waUs, being of brick.
dried in the sun. The Grand Turk has here five -hundred
janisaries alwaYs in - rrison, besides other soldiers; but

his chief force consistgain twenty-five or thirty fine gý'91Ees,
well furnisbed with good ordnance. To fh* rt of B

. rmus.. laden
Ta there come every month divers ships fr4, is ýo aso'-
with* ail sorts of Indlanczoods, as spices, dru-nýs indicro, ande Y %_ý'

c-alico cloth. These sh!ýP"s are ftom forty to sixty tons bur-
den, havincr theïr planks sewed together with mine made
of the bark of the date-palm; and, instead of oal£um, their

seams are filled with slips of the same bark, of which also
their tacIde is made. In these vessels they have no kind,
of iron-work whatever, except their anchors. In. six days.

sail down the Gulf of Persia, they go to an isla:nd called.
Bahrein, midway to Ormus, where they fish for pearls du-

rýng the fournionths of'une, July, August, and Septem-
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