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country from the town of Guelph (^vhich had ktcty

bcien /bunded by the Canada Land Company) to the

town of York, now the city of Toronto.

The meeting was attended by the agent of the com.

pany, the celebrated Mr. Gait. After the business of

the moeting was over (the object of which, by the way,

was never accomplished) they dined, and after the cloth

had been removed, the author's father, among oihers,

took occasion to address the meeting, when he spoke

of the advantajjes which were Ihcn expected to be derived

to the province by Ihe operation of the Canada Land

Company. He also look a complimentary notice of

the literary talents and reputation of their distinguished

guest, and also of his popularity in tiiia country, which

was then unbounded, a? an instance of which they had

begun to call their villages after his name ; and con-

cluded by observing that he had been some time since

jolting by the viiiago of Gait, between Guelph and

Dundas Street, in a waggon, accompanied by some

friends, when he coraposou and repeated to them the

following lines in reference to this subject

:

Great names to little things are oft applied,

And some may call it vanity or pride

;

Ev'n be it so—they ne'er can be in fault

Who to immcrtalr/o their village, call it Gait I

And after the apitlause which 'his elicited bad subsided,

Mr. Gait observed '' That he was not aware of there

having been a poet in company."
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THE END.


