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phraser of Casti, the late Mr. William Rose, and no
doubt profited by the society of one so cultivated
and refined. At the. close of the summer he re-
joined his mother, and the family party, increased
by the arrival of his elder brother George from
England, returned to the south, and passed the
winter at Naples. In the summer of the next year
the two brothers travelled to England together,
by a circuitous route, through the south and
west of France, visiting the Pyrenees and the
Loire. And his health being now re-established,
Charles Thomson once more took his seat in the
counting-house, and passed the winter in the ordi-
nary occupations of mercantile business.

After so long a holiday, spent in the amusement
and excitement of foreign travel, it was quite natu-
ral that the young man should feel the confinement
and dull routine of a London counting-house ex-
tremely irksome ; and his letters at this period con-
tain many complaints of the kind. His anxious
desire, indeed, both then and for some time after,
was to exchange the occupation he had so far
engaged in for that of diplomacy, for which both
his natural and acquired qualifications, as well as
the habits of foreign travel, and the society in which
he had for some time moved, peculiarly fitted him.
He had a remarkable knowledge of many languages,
speaking French, German, Russ, and Italian, al-
most like a native; and his .manner and address
were courtly, refined, and fascinating. At his
earnest solicitation endeavours were made by his



