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He then asked me to stop as I passed his encampment, and see his
people. This I agreed to do; as I was leaving Duck Lake I met Captain
Walker with his troop of mounted police, coming to escort me to Carlton
which they did.

When I arrived at Beardy's encampment, the men came to my carriage
and holding up their right hands to the skies, ail joined in an invocation to
the deity for a blessing on the bright day which had brought the Queen's
messenger to see them, and on the messenger and themselves ; one of them
shook hands with me for the others.

The scene was a very impressive and striking one, but as will be seen
hereafter, this band gave me great trouble and were very difficult to deal
with.

Leaving the Indian encampment I arrived at Fort Carlton, where Mr.
Christie, Dr. Jackes and myself were assigned most comfortable rooms,
Mr. McKay preferring to encamp about four miles from the fort.

In the evening, Mist-ow-as-is and Ah-tuk-uk-koop, the two head Chief s
of the Calton Crees, caRled to pay their respects to me, and welcomed me
most cordially.

On the 16th the Crees sent me word that they wished the day to confer
amongst themselves.

I acceded to their request, learning that they desired to bring the Duck
Lake Indians into the negotiations.

I sent a messenger, Mr. Peter Ballenden, to Duck Lake to inform the
Indians that I would meet them at the encampment of the Carlton Crees,
about two miles from the fort.

On the 17th, on his return, he informed me that the Chief said " He had
not given me leave to meet the Indians anywhere except at Duck Lake,
and that they would only meet me there." The Carlton Indians, however,
sent me word, that they would be ready next morning at ten o'clock.

On the 18th, as I was leaving for the Indian encampment, a messenger
came to me from the Duck Lake Indians, asking for provisions. I replied,
that Mr. Christie was in charge of the distribution of provisions, but that I
would not give any to the Duck Lake Indians, in consequence of the un-
reasonableness of their conduct, and that provisions would only be given to
the large enc&npment.

I then proceeded to the Indian camp, together with my fellow Commis-
sioners, and was escorted by Captain Walker and his troop.

On my arrival I found that the ground had been most judiciously chosen,
being elevated, with abundance of trees, hay marshes and small lakes. The
spot which the Indians had left for my council tent overlooked the whole.

The view was very beautiful: the hills and the trees in the distance, and
in the foreground, the meadow land being dotted with clumpe of wood, with
the Indian tenta clustered here and there to the number of two hundred.

On my arrival, the Union Jack was hoisted, and the Indians at once
began to assemble, beating drums, discharging fire-arms, singing and danc-


