SRRSO

Tl SRR e e

¥ 'query sent out from this office, accom-

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1000.
M THE WAR.

Let us suppose -that we have been
transported a hundred years ahead in
point of time, and are reading what a
historian in the year 2000 would say of
the campaign in South Africa. This is
about the way he would speak of the
operations in Natal: The Boers came
down from the Transvaal and from the
Free State in great foree and.armed
with the most approved modern weapons.
They found a small British army at
Ladysmith and vieinity, and several
sharp engagements tdok place, in which
the British displayed splendid courage
and gained temporary. successes. Al-
though the way was opened -for the
British to retreat, it was deemed advis-
able to hold Ladysmith, which the Boer
army at once invested, and leaving a
sufficient forcé there to maintain the
investment, moved down with the in-
tention of ecapturing Pietermaritzburg,
and then proclaiming themselyes to be
masters of Natal. After unavoidable
delays, a British force arrived on the
ground and forced the enemy back to
the Tugela river, where he strongly en-
trenched himself. . The first two at-
tempts to penetrate these defences and
relieve Ladysmith were unsuccessful,
although the soldiers displayed brilliant
courage. It was soon seen that frontal
attacks against an entrenphed enemy
were almost certain to be, unsuccessful
under the circumstances existing in
warfare at that time. The British gen-
eral in command deemed it wise to with-
draw a part of his force from its touch
with the enemy after the failure of the
gsecond attempt, and advance along
another line, This is as far as we can
now feel sure the historian will go as to
Gen. Buller’s force, but he will have
much to say as to the heroic defence of
Ladysmith against  an  immensely
superior force. -But we ecan suppose
him to be able to say something like this:
Gen, Buller’s third attempt was crowned
with success; the Ladysmith garrison
was relieved, and the enemy retreated
in confusion from Natal. If this is the
conclusion of the story, is there a man
who will say that the record is one of
which the British people mneed feel
ashamed? We think not, and so we
say that the time has not yet come for
carping and  despair, for the Tugela
campaign is net yet over.
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. THE B. C. CONTINGENT.

We wish at the outset to say that any-
thing which the Colonist has said or done,
or may hereafter say or do, in connec-
tion with the British Columbia South Af-
rican contingent must not be understood
as having any political aspect. Our ob-
ject is to assist' the provincial govern-
ment in any way in our power to carry
out the proposal, which hag received such
cordial endorsement from the people of

. the.provinee; . ' - ¥y N
‘The provincial government has very lit-
tle official information as te the status
of the British Columbia offer. . The Ot-
_tawa, despatches printed in the Colonist
have not been supplemented by official
communications to the provineial premier.
We have some reason to suppose that pos-
gibly the Minister of Militia may be com-
municating with Mr. Semlin by mail in-
stead of by wire. We do not think there
is any reason to suppose that the offer of
this province has been or is likely to be
received in any other than a manner in
keeping with. the spirit in. whieh it was
'made. Indeed when Dr. Borden told our

Ottawa correspondent in so many words
‘that the offer of the province had been
“ accepted, it was in response to a direct

panied with instructions to get explicit
information on this point. It is true that
our advices are considerably ahead of
those received by the government, but a
live newspaper can beat & government
any day in getting the news,

Under the circumstance, and so as to
save as much time as possible, we sug-
gest to Mr. Semlin that he would be
wise to begin the preparatory work at the

. earliest possible day. The officer to com-
mand the contingent ought to be selected;
the recruiting points and the number of
men to be chosen at each should be de-
cided upon; inquiries ought to be institut-
ed as to the practicability of getting
sunitable horses in the shortest possible
time and the cost of them; the guestions

. ‘eoncerning uniforms and equipment ought
to be looked into, so that the moment of-
ficial notification to get ready comes from
Ottawa, no time meed be losf. As a
pi'gctical way of dealing with the matter
we snggest that the commanding officer
should be ‘selected and invited to carry
on all necessury inquiries, the ‘govern-.
ment defraying the cost, which would, of
course, not include any pay to‘such of-

Great Britain?
lately nothing.

mont with glasses.

field glasses.”
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if all the scouts had field glasses. Can’t|the United States,’and that we may not
some of you make it known that tele-|find ourselves estopped. thereby = from
scopes and field glasses are wanted, and | disputing the sovereignty.
get us 500 or 1,000 right here in Vic-|of .the case it would be extremely in-|
toria? - What are we doing as private| judicious to pass such charters and trust
citizens compared with the people of{to their being disallowed by the Gover-
Why nothing—abso-| nor-General, for the United States could
We ought to supply|very properly claim that the legislature
our Canadian fellows on guard ‘at Bel-|of this province, after their attention
I notice that in the| had been called to the principle in-
0ld Country they are supplying a de-| volved, passed the charters and thereby
tachment of special sharpshooters with| recogmized the claims of the United

In this view|

States government. Members of the
legislature must remember that what
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NORTHERN RAILWAYS.

The claims of persons who have in-
vested money in northern railways in
this province may always properly - be
considered by the legislature. All
bona fide proposals to construct new
railway lines have also claims which
ought to be weighed and examined fully.
But far more important than any ques-
tions affecting individuals are those
which affect the country as a whole,
and especially such as have a bearing
upon territorial matters, must always
far out-weigh private considerations.
The Colonist takes no new ground
when it urges that the British Colmbia
legislature should do nothing, which
will lead to the concentration of the
carrying: f{rade of Northern British Co-
lumbia gnd the Yukon at towns in
what may by and bye be determined to
be the territory of the TUnited States.
We have contended against such a
course of action ever since the Yukon
was proved to likely become a gold-
producing region. We have always in-
sisted that, if we are not to have the
head of Lynn Canal declared to be in
Qanada, it is absolutely imperative that
a railway shall be built from the Yukon
waters to the British Columbia sea-
board. The force of this contention,
which we think meets with the unani-
mous’ support of the people of this prov-
ince, is as great as ever it was. Indeed it
is even greater, for since it was first
made, the Atlin district has come to
the front as a gold-producing region,
and news of discoveries on the Salmon
river and elsewhere shows that we can-
not at present set any limit to the pos-
gible developments of this northern
country. So if two years ago it was
wise policy to so shape the legislation
of the province as to preserve to Brit-
ish Columbia the great advantages to
be derived from handling the trade of
these present and potential  gold-
fields, it is wiser policy now. There
is no pressing need for new lines of rail-
way across the disputed territory. One
road is already in operation, and it will
be a sufficiently formidable competitor
to any line that can be constructed from
points on the seaboard of British Co-
lumbia, as at present recognized, with-
out anything been dome to call similar]
railwdys into existence to build up
towns, like Skagway, on territory which
we may never own, and where our trade
with our own country may at any
time be subject to harrassing customs
regulations, At present no such diffi-
culties exist, But we cannot afford to
allow such important interests to re-
main dependent, upon the whim of .the
government at Washington, If we are
nof to have the ownership of the Yukon,
we must have an all-Canadian line from
a point further down the coast.

‘When two years and more ago, and
before a shovelful of earth had been
turned on the White Pass & Yukon
railway, and the construction of such a
line was regarded as exceedingly prob-
lematical if not impossible, the Colonist
exerted itself to the utmost to secure a
railway from  Kitimaat harbor to the
Yukon. It broke away from all its Con-
servative contemporaries by defending
the Mackenzie' & Mann contract for the
Stickine-Teslin road, so impressed was
it with the imperative necessity of se-
curing an all-Canadian line. Our efforts
were unsuccessful, but no one now says:
that what we advocated was wrong in
principle. One of the arguments we
then made use of was that the trade
of ‘interior Alaska would' be handled
over such a line. We now find the
Yukon & White Pass railway advertis-
ing to handle busines not only for in-
terior Alaska,but ‘even for ape Nome,
and there is little doubt that a - very
large portion of both the passenger and
freight business for that promising gold
camp will go that way. All this busi-
ness would have been handled from a
British Columbia port over a British
Columbia railway instead of from one
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come an important industry.

in view, which the building o

they do in such matters is not done in
The United States has a very
Victoria, whose
duty it is to report to his government
anything done by our legislature or any
one else of interest to that government,
and we may feel very.sure that a mat-
ter of this kind, bearing so directly and
strongly upon the claims made by the’

tain is rightfully a part of British Co-
would be promptly. reported.
Can any one imagine the congress of
the United States or the legislature of
passing legislation,
which would even in a remote way be

of Canada’s claim to this disputed ter-
ritory? Has not the United States gov-
ernment, at every stage of the negotia-
tions in regard to the transportation of

taken care to do nothing that can be
distorted into an admission of our claim,
and shall the legislature of this province
which is so much more deeply concerned
in this matter than the Dominion as
a whole or any of the provinces, not
exercise at least an equal degree of care,
especially as the federal government
has led the way and our refusal to fol-
low might very easily construed to mean
that we do not propose to insist upaon
the claim to sovereignty over the dis-

There are other phases of the question
which remain to be considered, but this
article is already so long that we must
for the present,
merely remarking as to one that if the

Skagway is an argument against trans-
ferring that port to Canada, the occupa-

formidable. We trust, therefore, that
Mr. Semlin will see his way clear at

that the policy of the government is
not to permit the construction of rail-
ways to connect with lines across the
disputed territory, until the boundary

—_—

THE KITIMAAT ROAD,

A proposition looking to the comstruc-
tion of a road from Xitimaat Inlet to
Hazelton is before the provincial gov-
It has been submitted by sev-
The plan is
that for 30,000 acres of land, to be select-
ed in alternate blocks, and certain rights
for the reclamation of tide flats, the ap-
plicants will construct a highway road

. The estimated cost is $100,-
000, so that the offer is substantially

It is a proposed contract for the con-

The Colonist inquired of the manager
of the Montana syndicate as to what they

He said that the syndicate inténded to
subscribe = $250,000, which would give
them $150,000 after the road was built
to expend in deveolping their property.
The road itself will yield no revenue, for

.der the adjacent land more valuable for
able to dispose of it for more than it
costs them. They expect to colonize the

land, and this will mean that a town and
perhdbe more than one will be built up.

Omingea, of which the syndicate expects

a large area of good grazing land, and it
is ‘anticipated that cattle raising will ‘be-

the syndicate has any mining properties

will facilitate, has not been stated.
Our ‘information is that while this pro-
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‘and might very well be followed
here. neeRe { %
"As representing the various. interests of
the province: the membership is fairly
well divided. The lawyers number seven.
We do not think this too many. Itis a
mistake to complain, as so many people
do, against the presence of lawyers in
the house. Careful scrutiny of bills by
members of the legal profession is abso-
lutely® necessary, and experience shows
this scrutiny is better exercised when
there is free discussion than elsewhere.
Consequently a lack of lawyers on the
floor of the house cannot be made up by
the employment of a law clerk. The
medical profession. has one  representa-
tive.  Journalism has two of its active
members on the floor of the house. Edu-
cational work has onme Tepresentative.
Some eight or ten members can claim to
be practical ranchers or cattle raisers.
Of course every mai in British Columbia
is interested to some extent in mining,
ani so the whole thirty-eight can be put
down to the credit of that industry, but
there are at least seven members who can
claim to be special representatives of it.
Transportation has two members to its
credit.® Mercantile pursuits are repre-
sented by some seven or cight gentlemen
actively engaged in business, The in-
vesting classes have several gentlemen on
the floor, who can properly be assigned to
them. Loyalty and patriotic devotion to
the interests of the Empire have thirty-
eight active representatives.

would be both lively and valuable.

personalities
interest in public affairs.

extensively utilized.

Cool Million

Was Laid Before the Do-
minion Government.

Pacific Commerce Warrant
for the Offer.

is as follows:
5 “ U TEUBGRAM.
5 Victoria, May 5, 1899.

S

Ottawa, Ont.:

injon gateway .to the Pacific.

g this gover

consum:mation ‘of this Imperial
may be achieved.
{8d,) F. CARTBR-COTTON,

Minister of Finance.
LETTER FOLLOWING.

Victoria, May 5, 1899.

Rt. Hon. Sir Wilfrid Laurier, G.C.M.G.,
Ottawa, Ont.:

is duly set out). I have new the pleasure of
confirming the above telegram by stating
that this government will be prepared to
assume the responsibility for one-ninth
share of the cost of the cable on the same
‘terms and under the same arrangements in
respect to the control and management of
the enterprise as have been proposed by the
colonies of N.S.W., N.Z., Queensland and
Victoria.

This government of course trealizes that

, FEBRUARY 1. 1900

How the Provincial Inspiration| ter.

The total of correspondence with relation
to the Pacific cable offer the local govern-
ment asked for by resolution of the legis-
lature, has been laid before the house, and

Rt. Hon. sﬁ-f"wuma ‘Laurier, G.C.M.G.,

Dear Sir Wilfrid: I sent you last evening
the following telegram (here the telegram

:t:ltcet: ;i rt’a::a:l;y Sl:: ?::;. ;t t'ix:,liel‘li- the government, it has not been rejected.
Canadianline had gone on. no one would
have undertaken the existing railway, >
for it could not have been financed., But can ever be got more cheaply.
the golden opportunity was allowed to
slip by, and the laboring oar has been
given to those who may seek hereafter to
construct an all-Canadian line. Herein
lay the wisdom of the policy announced
by the federal administration last year
in declaring against the ‘chartering of

It has some features which commend it.
"We do not suppose a route to Hazelton
We do
not now write to endorse the proposal,
the acceptance or rejection of which must
be left with the government, but only to
inform the public of the nature of the
offer, which, as readers will remem-
ber, was mentioned some weeks ago at
the quarterly meeting of the Board of
Trade. It is a matter that ought to re-
ceive investigation, and we shall be glad

position has not received the approval of

as that of a province of the Dominion it will
have to bear its share, with the govern-
ments of the other provinces, of any re-
sponsibility incurred by the Dominion in re-
gard to the enterprise; it also recoguizes
the fact that in making this offer it de-
parts somewhat from the course which a
provincial ‘government would generally foi-
Jow in regard to a federal enterprise.

But in the opinion of this government
there are sound reasons for its adoption
of the course which has been intimated to
you. As the province which abuts on the
Pacific ocean, B.C. is most directly and
chiefly interested in any scheme the object
of which is to foster and develop commerce
'with all the communities bordering on that
ocean, It has sometimes seemed that the

reply that: your: efforts have been: success-
ful, and that at last the negotiations of
several years have been brought to a sat-
isfactory conclusion.
Although as this government understands
from the despatches which have appeared
in the newspapers, the Imperial government
‘is prepared to make an’annual contribution
to any deficiency which may occur in the
earnings of the cable—to. meet the exenses
for maintenance, operation, and interest on
capital—of a larger sum than would be its
share if it became the owner of %th of the
enterprise, this government considers that It
is of the greatest importance that the Im-
perial government should be a co-partner
in the scheme, whether to the extent pro-
posed, or of a smaller one. s
It is of great moment that the necessary
capital should be obtained on the most
favorable terms, and to this end it is es-
sential that an Bmperial goarantee should
be given jointly with that of the various
colonial governments, -Asg this government
is in ignorance of the actual situation be-
yond what has been disclosed by press re-
ports, which may or may not be accurate,
it is unable to discuss the subject more
fully; but it would suggest that even should
the Imperial government decline to accept
any share of ultimate risk for the capital
invested in the enterprise, it might be in-
duced to give its guarantee to the sub-
scribers to the capital provided that the
colonial governments entered into a joint
indemnity to it agaimst any financial loss
from the giving of such guarantee.
I am, dear Sir Wilfrid,

Faithfully yours,

(8d.) F. CARTER-COTTON,
Minister of Finance.
REPLY FROM OTTAWA.

Hon. F. Carter-Cotton,
ment, Vietoria, B.C.:

Dear Mr. Cacic>-Cotton: 1 have the hondr

Treasury Depart-

Oratorically this house is stronger than}to acknowledgc the rocipt al yoar favor
its predecessor, and if legitimate freedom | of the 5th inst., repeating aud confiriing
of discussion were permitted the debates | YO0T message of the preseding Hax.

You are probably aware by this time that

Just}on the receipt of vonr telegram I caused it
here a word as to the value of debates.|at once to be commniii:ied to the priss,
There is really no phase of legislative both here and in England; there is nothing
work which is of greater value. Keen dis-
cussion, vigorous passages-at-arms across |ed to the Imperial authorities that any devi-]
the house, the thorough threshing out of | ation from the terms laid down by the Im-
all issues, even, indeed, the ventilation of perial committee would be prejudicial to
within reasonable limits,
tend to the development of sound public | will be reconsidered.
opinion and to the begetting of a lively
There is in
the house plenty of talent for such dis-
cussion and it is a pity that it is not more (8d.)

more to do at present‘in the matter of the
‘Pacific cable. We, have strongly represent-

the success of the scheme. We: still hope
that the aection of the Imperial government

I have the honor to be,
Dear Mr. Carter-Cotto®'
Yours very sincerely
WILFRID LAURIER.
PRODDING SIR WILFRID,

Vietoria, May 20, 18099.
Dear Sir Wilfrid: I have the honor to
acknowledge the receipt of your favor of
the 13th inst, I hope that the Imperial
government will see fit to reconsider its de-

For the Cab|e cision as to the terms upon which it will
@ assist the Pacific cable enterprise so as to

Pring its method of participation in the
‘project into harmony with that proposed
other governments interested in the mat-
In any case I trust that you will in-
treduce a bill at this session of parliament,
authorizing your government to take action
within certain prescribed lines, so that
any delay on the part of the Imperial gov-
ernment in modifying their proposals will
'not necessarily prevent any action being

British Columbia’s Interest in|taken until the Dominion parliament meets

again. 4
I am, dear Bir Wilfrid,
Yours faithfully,
(8d.) ¥. CARTER-COTTON,
Minister of Finance.

Big Sawmill |
To Be Erected

The Vietoria Lumber Company are

This government observes with great re-| constantly showing their confidence in the
gret that further difficulties have arisen in fut tyth I : or industry on Vancou-
connection with Pacific cable scheme. It HERLER. O 3 g 4

regards the enterprise as of vast impor-
tance, and absolutely necessary if Canada | quired the Chemainus mills they have
.18 to secure her proper share of Pacific
commerce, which it beli idl 4
assume la,rge proportlon; '?&}L‘,,,:’;}’y- 1{ of their former forward movements fade
'the enterprise of moment to B.C., the Dom- | intd insignificance when compared with a
On these . proposal that they are about to carry into
o Sy, t feels justified in
the realization of the scheme¢, beyond what £ £
is !nvolve(; in its Provincial .sharye of Dom- | completed the work ot doubling the capa-
inion responsibility. This government there- | city of the Chemainus mill, making it
fore will assume for the province one-|by far the largest in the province, when
eninth share ‘of cost of cable, on arrange- | orders are sent by Président Humbird to
‘wments similar- t6 those with Australian | Mr, E. J. Palmer, the general manager
colonies, Hoping that in thus strengthen- | at Chemainus, to prepare plans and select
ing the hands of Dominion government the | o' site for an even larger mill at some
enterprise | point on the northern coast of the Island.

ver Island. F'rom the time that they ac-

been extending their operations, but all

eifect. Hardly have the millwrights

The mill is to be a five-band one
and is to have a capacity of 400,000 feet
per day of ten hours. This will be one
of the largest mill plants on the Coast.

Every advance madeé by the Victoria
Lumber Company means just so much
more for the city after which the com-
pany is named and where its head of-
fices are situated. All the supplies for
the company’s logging camps, as well as
those for the town of Chemainus, which
has grown iato a place of some import-
ance, come from Victoria, while the mer-
chants of this city provision the steamers
and ships which load at the company’s
mill. With the erection of the new mill,
another Chemainus will be built up and
the number of logging camps.will have to
be more than doubled. 3

Last year the company exported more
lumber than did all the other British Col-
umbia mills combined. So far this year
they have been runmning continuously to
their full capacity and even at that have
been forced to turn away orders. There
are some five ships-about due to arrive at
the mills, while the bark . Autofagasta
and the big steamer Victorious are now
luadmg. Thq company have some of the
best timber limits on the Island, having
sufficient to keep Chemainus mill and the/
one to be erected in operation for years
to come. They have established through
their agents, Messrs. R. P. Rithet & Co.;
Limited, a trade with the cplonies, the
Ol!"l,el;xt, South A&ngriea and South Africa,
which is enjoye no other company on
the North Puciﬁc.y o

———————————

New Millions
In Copper.

Howe Sound  Deposits Warrant
One of Greatest Camps
in the World.

Positive Assertions Which if Veri-
fied Mean Much for the
Coast Cities.

Government Asked For Slx.Mlle
Wagon Road to Permit
Development.

Howard C, Walters, representing the
Britannia Copper Syndicate Ltd., now In
process of incorporation, said:

‘““‘Truth is undoubtedly more strange
than fiction,” occasionally at least; and in
the matter of the Howe Sound copper belt
this is undoubtedly true, gince no man can
visit the district, go into its visible merits
thoroughly and report his conclusions with
any reasonable expectancy that he wlil be

believed. Such has been my experience,
and although my report upon the properties,
included in the Britannia group, has been
fully confirmed by expert testimony of gen-
tlemen from Arizona, Colorado, Utah, Mofi-
tana and Washington, I can read incredu-
lousness between the lines of communica-
tions received from the principals of these
gentlemen as plainly as though they had
written ‘What did you do.to our represen-
tatives to lead them to believe than any
such body of ore having commercial value,
really exists within such easy ac-
cess from all of the citles of the North
Pacific coast?” Nevertheless it does exist,
and I have not hesitated to say in principal
mining centres of the Northwest, and I
challenge refutation of the statement, that
along the eastern shore of Howe Sound
is a copper belt which, within a very short
period of time, will sustain one or more of
the greatest copper producing camps in
the world.

‘““When I say this two inferences unavoid-
able follow, namely, the ore is of low grade
aud in enermous volume, requiring the era-
ployment of a vast army of workmen, the
use of most extensive machinery and equip-
ment and the handling of great tonnage,
to work it to pay.

“Such are the facts, for the mineralized
vein or zone, as it may ultimately be proven
to be, has already been definitely traced
nearly five miles, outcropping at intervals
forty to one hundred feet in width, and car-
rying gold values, fifty to one hundred feet
away from the copper ore, which warrant
the belief that entirely separate and dis-
tinct from the copper mines may be devel-
oped gold milling and concentrating opera-
tions that may only be compared with the
Treadwell of Alaska, or the Homestake of
the Black Hills of Dakota.

“Descending, however, to the realm of
estalished and Incontrovertible facts, thére
is in the Jane Clifton and Fairview claims,
three of the seven included in the Britannia
group, more ore in sight than can be
mined, milled or matted and trammed to
the beach in many years, without drawing
upon the underground resources of the pro-
perties, and in the accomplishment of this,
hundreds of thousands and, I believe, mil-
lions of dollars will be disbursed among the
workmen, merchants, manufacturers and
carrlers necessary to such an operation.

“‘By4 comparison only may an adequate
idea of thé power for general public good
of so great a low grade mineral’area be
found.

“Rossland demonstrates what a host of
prospects may build up and practically
three mines sustain,  Butte, Montana,
mines (great ones), may be counted on the
fingers .of twe hands, yet the cities of
Butte and Amaconda, with their annual pay
rolls of five to ten millions of dollars, are
in evidence, and at Great Falls, Montana,
a monthly pay roll of fifty to seventy-five
thousand dollars arjses wholly from Butte
ores diverted to that point for treatment.

“Necessarily the development and equip-
ment of properties of ‘this character are
slow, but the results of the employmeat of
men and consumption of supplies in con-
nection therewith are guickly felt, and in &
steadily inereasing degree. This is already
demonstrated on. Howe Sound; only a Jit-
tle time ago, I uderstdand, the government
found It necessary to subsidize a vessel to
earry the mail once a week up Howe Sound;
since the beginning of operations in the
Britanmia group three boats are on the
route, the Bert, Deflance and Comox, and
at least one of the three will shortly make
daily trips.

“Development of the district is ret«wded

by lack of roads; the mines, while less than
four miles from the beach, are at an eleva-
tion of 2,500 to 3,500 feet above sea level,
and until a wagon road is provided the de-
livery and’ imstallation of machinery ab-
solutely neeessary to mining and milling
operations is out of the question. So too
is the shipment of ore, which if practicable
wonld enable, especially the private claim
owners, to market emough of their higher
grade ore to defray in whole or in part the
expense of opening and equipping their
mines. Just now the government is asked
tc appropriate a sum equal to the cost of
building a six-mile road into the centre of
the distrfet.  From this road the various
clalm owners may build branch roads or
trails t otheir several properties and the
opening of the district be thus advanced
from one to three years. In support of this
reguest the following general statement has
been smubmitted to the government:
“In the Britannia group of seven miner-
al claims, or”297.4 acres, Is included over
8,500 feet of ome of the most remarkably
wide and eontinuous outcroppings of ore,
having commercial value, known to exist.
So great in all visible dimensions is this
magnificent disclosure of ore bearing ter-
ritory that persons who see if, no matter
how widely travelled or broadly experi-
enced, invariably declare: ‘It’s duplicate we
have mever seen.’

——

| copper), ‘will -average six and ome:Malf per

cent. copper, two dollars in gold, and one
and one-half ounces in silver per ton; the
signilcance of these values, occurring im an
ore body of such dimensions is distinctly
indicated by brief reference to the oper-
ations of the Anaconda Copper Company of
Montana, U.S.A. There the average values
present in ores of that company, since the
beginning of its work in 1880, have been
five and 73-100 per cent. copper, twenty-
eight cents gold, and four and 23-100 ounces
of silver per ton; yet the gross value pro-
duced by the company exceeds one hundred
and ninety millions of dollars, whiie for
the year 1898 alone some of the principal
items of disbursement weres Labor, over
five millions of dollars; coal, at the mines
(smelter coal consumption not. available),
miners’ candles, powder, caps, fuse, etc.
all articles which may be produced in Brit-
lsth Columbia), one half million dollars, etc,,
ete.
“Returning to the Britannia group, over
three bundred feet of underground devel-
opment work has been accomplished in the
Jane claim, under very difficult condstions,
since at first the necessary supplies were
carried on the back of men, and must now
be packed on horses over a trail, built by
the Britannia group owners at an exgpense
of fifteen hundred dollars, gaining an ele-
vation of 3,500 feet in three and eight-
tenths miles, Sixteen men are employed
night and day on the Jane, and there is no
reason why exploitation is not actively un-
der way on other claims in the Britannia
group, and adjoining properties, the force
of miners employed ten times as grea. and
continually increasing, save the excessive
cost of packing supplies and the utter im-
possibility of delivering machinery to and
‘ore from the mines until a wagon road has
been provided. Given a wagon road to the
Britannia group, and the shipment of seleet-
ed ore, ten per cent. copper or better, would
begin immediately, air compressors and
machine drills would be introduced and
would be speedily followed by concentrating
machinery and other plant, making the em-
ployment of a small army of -miners and
other workmen at once necessary and eco-
nomically possible. The construction of a
road from a point on the beach, near the
muth of Britannia creek, to the Britannia
group, is entirely practicable and may be
accomplished without excessive cost. To
keep the grade within a reasonable limita-
tion the road would be six to eight miles
long, and can be built and bridged for two
thousand dollars per mile or less; a road
constructed would traverse the mountain
slopes in such a manner as to form a grand
trunk line from which trails or roads could
readily built to camps and elaims lying
st and west of the Britannia group,
which appears to occupy a central position
in the mineral belt, as it is deflned at this
date.”

“Should the government accede to the
mine owners’ request the Howe Sound dis-
trict; before the close of the year, will be
in a position to afford an ore sapply large
enough to warrant the building between
New Westminster and Vietoria of ome of
the largest smelting and refining plants om
the Pacific Coast—a plant —to which may
be attracted Alaskan, Mexican, British Col-
umbian and South American ores, now go-
ing to California or Washington smelting
points for treatment. All this may seem
like a fairy tale, but if the representatives
of the press, banks, legislature or commer-
cial bodies, transportation companies or any
other responsible British Columbian insti-
tutions desire to investigate for themselves
the correctness of my general statements, I
will gladly render the same as speedily and
comfortably as possible as the season of
the year will admit.””’

P R RE S o S
IMPERIAL COMMISSIONS.

Twelve Available This Year for Gradu-
ates of Royal Military College.

Kingston, Jan. 80.—(Special.)—Lieut-
Col. Kitson, commandant of the Royal
Military College, has received intelligenee:
from the Imperial war office that seven
commissions will be tendered gradmates
of the R, M. C. to be accepted at once.
Many of the final year men are applying
for commissions ‘and graduates: will be
asked to signify their willingness to ac-
cept. 'These seven commissions are in
addition to the five usually accerded
graduates each year, so this year there
will be 12 commissions in all: awarded
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Thousands of Them
Suffer fron

Nervousness and
General Debility."

0 5 Coly Comot

Strengthens and Tones
the System.

IT PURIFIES THE BLOOD AND
GIVES PERFECT DIGESTION

It Brightens the Eyes and
Gives a Clear and Suft
Complexion.

.(r:mnj'l‘hunda!’! Daily
Scholarship
In Coal |

Government May Waive
From All Except
UOrientais.

Premier’s Views on |
Horsemen — Game
Suffers Amendme

“Although two motions o

.standing on the orders were u
ously *steod over ” yesterda}y
_pected field day being thereby
the session was not wholly ¢
routine by any means, for to tj
of a considerable number of
bers, the Coal Mines Reguld

was brought forward for seco
the result of long caucus co
being apparent in an amendq
Hon. Dr. McKechnie promise
introduced in committee. TH
to.section 3—the pivotal secti
bill—and provides in brief tha
inspector may give permits t
miners to work for a certain 4
being convinced that they
the rules of danger, although
read them—while oue year is
all in which to pass the sim
tional requirement. The
amendment of the game law
other feature of the day, it beid
that beaver shall have a close
two years, in which to recupq
race; that no male elk shal
that does not possess at lea
_points (although Mr. Bryden if
passing who was to hold the e
hunter while he counted th
.and that doe moose, elk and cai
not be shot from the 15th Ma
15th July. . . s

PETITIONS.

On the opening or the ho
prayers by Rev. Dr. Wilson,
were presented by tne followi

Mr. J. M. Martin—From th
.and business men of Phoeniy
ing against the repeal or ameq
the eight-hour law in its rel
underground work in me
Jmines.

Mr. J. M. Martin—From thd
sminers of Phoenix, to the sa
and effect,

Mr. J. M. Martin—From the
men employed in the mines of
district, protesting against the
-of mine owners, contradicting
as therein set forth, and urgin|
substantial changes be made
eight-hour law. The signaturg
petition numbered upwards of
the document when the me
Rossland unfurled it for pre
bridged the distance from the|
for Kast Kootenay to his own

Mr. Green—From fifty cit
Whitewater, expressing confid
‘and satisfaction with the eight:
as applied to underground
metalliferous mines,

Mr. McPhillips—From Evajy
man & Evans, protesting agal
suggested consolidatron and an
of the Vancouver City Inco

Act.
. COMMITTEES REPO}

Mr. Macpherson for the rail
mittee presented a report, tra
the- bill to incorporate the Taky
Railway & Navigation Compal

Mr. Green presented the se
port of the private bills cpx_nmi
ing with reference to petition
the Imperial Pacific Railway
the standing orders had not b
plied with, inasmuch as the (
were of the opinion that no proj
had been given; their recomn
was that there be returned to
tioners the sum of $300, dep
them on the 26th December I3
committee also reported the
proved of the bill to_ incorpo)
Crow’s Nest Pass Eleetric
Power Co., submitting the sa
amendments,

Mr. Speaker suggested that
be withdrawn for amendment|
inadmiseible as involving a
money.

The report was amended by
ination of this particular,
adopted.

RETURN OF CONTRA

Hon. Mr. Semlin presented
asked for on motion of M
with respect to purchases of
for certain of - the public de
He confessed that he could
‘nize its value to the house,
‘that it had taken the departn
weeks to prepare, comprised
'pages, and comprised all
from an amount of two cents
‘hundred dollars. The aggrega
«of the several purchases was

NEW WESTMINSTER H

A bill to' amend the New W
Relief Act of 1809 was inty
Hon. Mr. Cotton, received a
‘ing, and was ordered for se
ing on Thursday.
‘COLUMBIA & WESTERN

Mr. Joseph Martin moved f
-of all correspondence betwee
«rament and the Canadian P
wiy Company, or the Co
‘Western Railway Company, ¥
%o a land grant or cash bon

In answer to an inquiry by
Cotton, the mover said that
in his resolution to the
“Western grant only.

The government. had no of
the resolution, which was s
Mr."McBride and carried.

COUNTY .COURT JUJ
Mr. Helmcken moved for

I ficer. ' ‘Wi trust that the people of the any companies seeking to construct a
ﬂ : s Higas ftai ilway from the head of Lynn Canal
province will ‘fully sustain the govern-|Ia y e hea iy

“Phe length of this great ore bearing vein |

‘pondence between the Attory
or zone has not been determined, but it has |

to have an expression of opinion as to its|federal parliament did not fully grasp the
f " potentialities of this Pacific commerce, and |

* ment i ati such stéps.and that the only| or other inlets in the disputed territory

ground upon which complaints are likely
“¢b arise is the apparent hesitation to in-
augurate’ those preliminary steps which
will undoubtedly be necessary sooner or
later. g

Col. Gregory has handed us a letter
from a gentleman, whose place of /busi-
# ness is on Wharf street, who writes:
©  «Did you notice that the Duke ‘of
{ Portland says his  brother,  Lord C.
" Bentinck, mentioned that telesc‘opes‘nre
very badly needed at ;he _front in Sonfth
Africa? Now, I have two and will give
them; if you will take charge and ensure
the . British Columbia  contingent OF
British Columbia scouts getting them.
 Tyery one.of Lord Strathcona’s Horse
" ghiould have one, and our'Bl_r&ilh-Go}pm-
bia. scouts too, and the ' officers, have

to points in Canada until the boundary
geﬂtion, has Deen settled.

Another argument going to the policy
of such legislation is that the com-
panies which now or may hereafter seek
to construct such railways is that they
all obtain, either directly or indirectly,
concessions from the United States gov-
ernment to construct them 'across the
territory in dispute. No greater act of
sovereignty can be exercised than that
of authorizing the construction of rail-
ways through a particular piece of
territory, and if the legislature of this
province authorizes companies to build
railways  in this = province to connect
with lines in the disputed territory con-
structed . under the sanction of the
United States government, it will hard-
ly be contended that we have not'there-

. field gldssgs.. Jn fact it would be better

¢

desirability.
S R AR AL Mo

If a law should be pa§sed to
for being handsome, we do

80 in these practical times, it

ligent looking assemblage.

ily be got together anywhere.
dividual members ought to

large frame, should be placed

by recognized the sovereign rights of

THE LEGISLATURE.

that there wounld be any necessity for the
British Columbia legislffture to take to
the woods in a body, nevertheless, as men

good looking and unquestionably an intel-
The thirty-
eight gentlemen, who are supposed to be
a crystallization of the wisdom of British
Columbia, make up as creditable a body
80 far as appearance go as could read-

gest in. perfect good faith that the in-
graphed and their portraits mounted in a

by. ' This is a practice  adopted else-

‘hang men
not know

is a fairly

We sug-
be . photo-

in the lob-

‘of the events which are now .transywring,
destined, as- this government believes, to
‘have an immense influence on the policies
land fortunes of the great powers of the
‘world,

Thig government therefore viewed with
much satisfaction the decision taken by
'your government a few; weeks ago to. as-
sume one-half of the five-ninths of the cost
of the cable, provided the Imperial gov-
ernment did the same, which with the con-
tributions of the four Australian govern-
ments would have provided a requisite
sum and assured the early completion of
the enterprise.

It has been therefore with the greatest re-
gret that this government observed that a
check had been sustained by the refusal
of the Imperial government to meet your
government's proposal.

‘With the aim of strengthening the hands
of your government and of inducing the
Imperial government to reconsider its de-
cision, this government .decided ts as-
sume that share of responsibility in the en-
terprise of which my ' telegram informed

you, and it ‘will awalt with anxlety your

‘ELECTION BRIBERS FINED,

Toronto, Jan, .20.—Siméon  Hewitt of
Brantford, and Wm. Gilmour, ‘an aged
resident of Pickering, to whom Simeon
gave $25 to vote for John Dryden in the
South Ontario bye-election, were to-day
added to the list of twenty-one already
convicted bribers and bribees. By judg-
ments of Justice Osler and Justice Rose
delivered to-day each was ‘fined $200,
Simeon to serve six months in deafult of
payment and William, because of his age,
to serve one. For $15 he is said to have
promised also to see to it that his two
sons should vote as he did. It is also
charged he got $5 from the “other side”
to vote for Calder.

Some of the twenty-three now convict-
ed may appear for remission of such part
of their fine as seems excessive ¢
L & e

General Deblility and a “‘run-d i

ralls for a general tonie to tg:nsv:t?;!‘f

gg:h“ gsh'll‘ctlx_e “D. & L. Emulsion.” Buflds
ok eases your weight,  gives h 3

Made by Davis & Lamncg (:fag,1 Lt.d o

already been definitely traced -throughout

gate length of nearly five miles, At inter-
vals in this chain of locations ore has been
foumd in quantity and quality sufficient to
warrant the well settled conviction that, in
the locality in point, nature has wel. ‘aid
the foundation upon which may bé quickly
and securely built mining and ore working
industries of vast importance, not only to
the province, but to the Dominion at large.
Aside from the Britannia group but «ttle
has been accomplished in the way of demon-
sirating the permanence of the Howe Sound
copper mines by deep digging; this bgcause
of the difficulties encountered in transport
of men and ordinary supplies to the ctaims,
the delivery of machinery or profitable
transport of ore, being as yet impossible.

In the Britannia group, however, in one
claim, the vein has been proven at the
depth of one hundred and thirty feet (M or
L), by a crosscut tonnel, after breaking
through the foot wall or the vein, has been
driven twenty-six feet, toward the hanging
wall,  entirely in excellent. copper ore,
which by ' careful, ‘independent,” expert

sampling, duplicated and ‘checked (as to

lalms, having an aggre- | :
ety © ¢ 8¢ | done such work for ‘weak, nerveus, de-

Ne medicine in’ the werld has ever
bilitated and suffering women as Paine’s

i Celery Compound.

Wemen of all ages, owing to their deli-
eate and sensitive organisms, expend
more nerve energy than men. Their
organs require vigorous merves to ensure
healthy actiom. It is a fact worthy of
special notice that suffering from acute
nervousness is caused by weak and in-
flamed nerves.

For such troubles Paine's Celery
Compound is the true medicine for nour-
ishing and strengthening the nerve
fibres,

Weak and run-down women find in
Paine’s Celery Compound a wondrous
strength-giver and flesh-builder. Sleep-
less and irritable women who use Paine’s
Celery Compound obtain true rest and
sweet, refreshing sleep, the eyes be-
come lustrous and sparkling, and the
complexion clear and  bright.  Every

. run-down and ailing woman ‘should give

Paine’s Celery Compound an immediate

trial; it never disappoints, i

:and Hon, W. Norman Bole, j
county court of New Westm
respect to the administration

in the Speedy Trials court at

nijnster.

Hon, Mr. Henderson said
‘government had no object]
.:enolution, which was thereu
to.

FORESHADOWING THE

Upon the motion of the Fin|
ter, seconded by the Proviy
‘tary, it was resolved that *
-of His Honor the Lieutena
be taken into consideration
rnext.”

UNDER CONSIDERA

Mr. Helmcken asked th
‘General: * What course is
‘to take by the government, o
recent decision of the Full e
‘couver, relative to the jurisg
:¢ised by Hon. W. Norman
of the County court of Ne
“ster, sitting and acting as Q
-Judge in the city of Vancou

Hon. Mr. Henderson rep|




