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aill, doubtless, therefore, be all the
ithe greater surprise to many ot
{#hose who keep up the universal cus-
fom to learn that less than a hundred

‘years ago everybody, in the country
_districts of Scotland at lmt, was. in
' Béd before tweélve o'clock, as it was
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deemed unlue}ty not'to be in bed when

/ the new year eame in! ‘
<The old folks sat up till half-past

eleven, when the fire was covered, and
every particle of ash swept up and
girried out of the house. = A watchfil
éye was kept on the fire, however, lest
§t should go out, for such an event
was regarded as very unlucky.

> On Hogmanay night the bairns were
ﬂl washed before going to bed. An
oat bannock ‘was baked for each. It
#as nipped round the edge, had a hole
!n the centre, and was flavored with
carraway seeds, Great care had to
be observed that nong of these ban-
pocks should break in the firing, as
stich an occurrence was held to: be
most unlucky, and the bairn whose
bannock was thus damaged would be
regarded as ‘fev.” That is, it would
not live to see another year.

Many old and interesting customs,
not to mention strange superstitions,
are associated with Hogmanay and
New Year, and easily first amongst
these in point of general practice
stands ‘“‘first-footing.” If this old-
fashioned expression of"goodwill and
good luck has not just the same vogue
to-day that it had in our grandfathers’
time, it is-still a hardy annual, be-
loved of those who believe in uphold-
ing ancient customs and traditions.
Not only so, but while the custom in
Scottish towns has more or less come
to be looked upon as an occasion for
merrv-making and daffing (especially
with the younger generation), in
many paris of the country some real
meaning attaches to-it,

Gond And Bad Luck.
In outlying districts, “far from the
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203 Water St.

THE CHOICEST
__ OF THE CHOICE

% (‘hoire Hen Turkeys.

Thoice Milk Fed Chicken.
Choice P.E.I. Dueks.
Choice P.E.I. Geese.

Fresh Partridge. b

Choice Canadian Steer Beef
Sirioins, Porterhouse
Popes Eye Steaks.

Choice P.E.I. Lamb

Legs and Shoulders.
Choice Milk Fed Pork
Chops, Legs and Loins.
N.Y. Fresh Corn Beef.
Feech Nut Hams.
¥iacch Nut Bacons.
Fresh Blue Point Oysters.

Vvesh Smoked Haddies.
Fresh Smoked Salmon.
Fresh Smoked Kippers.

New Florida Oranges.
New Porto Rico Oranges.”
Navel California Oranges.

California Lemons.
- Dessert Apples.
Russet Apples. ¢
Gooldng Apples.
Rod Grapes.

gur a prosperous year;
Nc “Arst-foot” worthy o! the mtne
would, of course, ever dream of m-
i 'ﬂ;m. .
ty-hand h M al-
loviiln“::: cross the threshold fn such |
It would be the an-
st thing mt d happen that
tnm.uy for such an individual to be
allowed to enter the house; even if
he had merely an orange or & bit of :
cake in his hand, it kept intact the
luck of the household.

. Trust an old-time Scot, however,
for that; he was too well tronnded
in traditionary superstition and senti-
ment to forget himself so far as to,
omit to ‘make the necessary preparg- |
tions; even his' modern prototype
#with “White Horse™ at twelve:and-
six a bottle!) would never go a first- |
fpoting -without at least a “hauf-peck”
in his pocket,

A very important point with many
superstitious dames of long ago used
to be that nothing should ever be tak-
en out of the house on New Year's
Day until something had been brought |,
in. Heuce in some country districts |
it was customary for someone )80
out and bring into the dwelling
grass and water and peats, thus en-
suring food for man and beast, and a
warm hearth throughout the year.

and laid on the hearthstone, with a
like significance. Then, again, if any
guidwife had borrowed an article for
a neighbour, care was taken to send’
it back to its owner before the year
was out. Some people will doubtless
think it a pity that this custom is not
so well chserred as it should be!

In Devonshire, and many another
cider-producing ecounty of England,
| every New Year's Eve witnesses a
| very ‘uiet old-world custom known as
“wassailing the orchard,” - which is
! said to have a highly stimulating ef-
fect on the next year’s harvest of
fruit.

The wassailers begin by serenading
the farmer, with a song of portentous
length, beginning thus:-—-

Wassail! wassail! all over the town,
Our toast it is white, 6ur aleit~is"
brown,
Ouar bowl it is made of the map in
tree,
" We be good fellows ull I drink to
thee.” ‘ :

And, when the good farmer has re-
warded their vocal efforts with liberal

is made to the orchard. The wais- [
sailers form a ring round certain
chosen trees, in order, and to a per- |;
fect pandemonium. of pekers, tongs, |’
old kettles, and pans, a branch of ¥
each tree is baptized by dipping in"a
jar of cider, the trunk is‘christened
with salt and bread crumbs, while the
tree is adjured—

“To bear and to blow, apples enow—
Hatfuls, capfuls, and three-cornered.
sackfuls,.”
Some Quaint Ohservances.

In some parts of England, the New
Year's Eve party is identified with;
sundry games which evolved from an-
eient superstitions, such as'the one of .
climbing the stair backwards to the |
twelve strokes of the midnight hour.
The members of the party station
themselves at the foot of the .stairs
just before the striking of the hour,

Sometipes a grass sod was taken in |

T
;

liguid: refreshments, ‘an -adjournment ; ; N e e i

and at each stroke of the clock they
must mount one step backwards. Each
step successfully mounted is supposed

‘ ly t.he w mhud
d Enciréling inthe blue,
Screamed down the wind. in fear, as lf'

They ‘some ntrqn ‘terror knew.

Far It;k the oﬂ:: to‘-hm sweep
e s Mm

Is to ensn':xi some ' passing ship
Another prhb to nin

o

Yet cheerily Eliza’s crew -
Intone their sailing song,
Apd-merrily their good ahip, hounds,.
The sunlit ‘waves dl_:t

The bright spray
- (Gave promise that day—
How false that promise know we now /
In sad St. Mary’s Bay

Swilt sped the gall.nt schooner
Eliza up the shore,;

Close to the wind she's hauling
As‘ many -a thm before.

Her captain 'Jnmes Ahearn

: To keep her tiller true;
‘His brother and young Bonia,

Adl “sturdy sailors, who

Have battled many a tempes

Thro’ nights of stress anmd dread
To reach their destimation

Fair St. Mary's, Riverhead,

But many a hardy sailor has

. Sailed far, far seas, to come

To grief, when near some beacon clear
<+ That lights the way to home!

And storms oft come to Newfoundland
By- stealth and treachery—

The foul northeaster’s chilly hand
Ts black with tragedy.

So the brave schooner Eliza

Y On _this October day, -

M‘ust match her-all unequal strength
With perils that.cross her way.

wwhorrential rain strikes on the main
' Like to 'a hand of hate,
The waterg near grow white with fear
At what may be in wait.

Then burst the gale on spar .and sail,
The shocked Eliza reeled

,And, shuddered like a thing of life

“That ‘sees its doom revealed:

. S BN L.

With riven sail before the gale
The staunch® Eliza flew,

With sturdy heart was done the part
Of her courageous crew.

As flercely raged the storm-swept waves
And darker grew thes skies,

But none may tell what woes befell
That crew of gallant boys,

Right valiantly they fought, we know
4 "For they were heroes, bred
Where sea-breed flsher-gires reside,
St, Mary’s, Riverhead.”

Dark night and storm enwraps her form,
The warring billows roar,

The hurricane her timbers strainm,
She’ll sail in pride no more. _

ling round her prow .

to mean a happy month in the oncom-
ing year, but every stumble or fall
entails a reverse of tortune or. hap-
piness. & 1

Other lundﬁ have thelr strange New
i Year's Day customs and superstitions,
{ In' the United . stl.tol. for instance, if
fan Amerienn ‘a dog bark ‘on the
first dfg . mew year he reads
lnto the n‘eneo a forecast of good
fuck; if, hovcnr, the dog howls, it
| predicts disaster. In Kentucky, to see
| a pig is to be blessed, with the pos-

sibillty of rup}n; a good harvest, far-

tomadmo!

1 ‘vmu of boxes of chocolates, _bouquets
of flowers, mhnm ‘and Kkisses; |

florist shop in the land does & roaring
trade in dwarf pines on the ﬂrut day
of the New Year,

‘House cietn!ng oh an extﬂordlnlr!
scale is indulged in in. Japan -as-in
Scotland, the aim of every Japanese
householder being to clear the house
of lurking evil spirits, and to bar the
way against all unclean things there
is stretched across every doorway a
‘skilfully pleated thick grass rope, this
being the legendary barrier l.nlnt. :
tha entry of, evil spirits. g

-4

Hamilton, Ont, Dec. 23.—(CP)—|
A fortune of s7sooo each is u't‘ ‘to

St. John's, Dec. 29th, 1925

e, E’lmnt‘!t.nfr -
e shrieking winds'c 'mo'm tht:
“You’'ll sée tm nmuon'" o

And udtouy'ﬂlmb-dly
Throughout . our little town
Thntngta.wordm”orlinrd
. Whe_re tlmmodnupmt down.

Their . seen_on the dark’ning matn,

By &m-qvauh and crew,

From off ‘the Thrasher's storm-swept decks,
Is all we ever km

. e . e @ .

Gay Captain Jim, we'll think of him.
Oft when-the, neighbours meet,
And tales of brayery ‘are told
Of miany a fishing fleet.

But one shall. grieye with 'aching heart—
His promised” bfide to be—
“Oh jealous deep, why will you keep
My .love, my: loved, from ‘me?”

Our Peter sang -as sings the breeze
Along the sunny strand, 5
When south winds waft sweet soothing airs
To bless our Newfoundland,

But we shall (hear his voice no more
Nor know" his welcome tread

At homes that-loved his presence, in
$t. Mary’s, Riverhead.

The "glad-eyed doy,.young Jack Ahearn.
'Twas his first summer’s cruise,.

We d@id entreat’ to keep him home, /
Words mnd ‘of mtle use,

Our sons, by ocunl mixhty song
Are lulled to infant sleep;

Its mysteries as the years go by
Into - their spirits. creep.

'Till like the sea-shell’s wizard. voice,
That to our childhood mind,

Seemed something strangely- hid within
That we must break to find.

The call rings in their hearts, and oh,
How many a mother’s tears

Fall oo this cross, so (ranght with loss,
In sorrow thro’ the yelrl'

"This trio brue, tho crpql wave :

Snatched from our. hearts away, !
Their darling names our ' memory flames
To fervour, when we pray..

God - help the grief- qother s soul,
The sweetheart’s mute despair—
The fathers plunged in silent woe—
The slm:-s bent in pnyer. : ;
s lom,
God Hhelp the walting at Jlom
Who mourn' their ulgr
God’s balm come’down: upon your town,
St. Mary’s, * Riverhem ‘
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~"Amiong our assets we like to count
_ﬂle ouly one that money cannot buy,
your good will. And so at this
\ Bnliday Smon we extend to you, not
u;customers alone but as friends
the Best of Wishes for the coming

MRKER & MONROE,

Limited

. THE SHOE MEN;

Now ’'PHONE FOR YOUR

CHRISTMAS CAKE!

R:ght now is a good time to ’phone here for
your Christmas Cake and it comes to you plump
with‘fruit and goodness. You'll enjoy it all the
more since you don’t have to fuss and worry
over it. We can supply you with Raw Pastry
by the pound.

Orders taken for Pastry Strips, Oyster
Pattie Cases, Mince and Fruit Shells, Short
Bread, Lady’s Fingers, Genuine Brown Bread,
Milk Bread ete. e

= Meringues a Specialty.

STEWART'S Fancy Bakery i

’Phone '¥177 - -

vill ¥

Water St. East. |xe

To Our Frlends
and Customers

without whom our business would have been far

T

- =
‘5’—19’900-

—

less pleasant and prosperous, we wish a Happy
New Year and the best of Good Luck for 1926.

W. P. SHORTALL

/THE AMERICAN TAILOR
300 Water oy R St. John's.

_O

‘REOPENING JAN. 6th, IN VICTORIA HALL (DAYQ

AND NIGHT) STENOGRAPHY, ARITHMETIC,
ACCOUNTING AND ENGLISH.

nmuvmoon.&mon GLOBE
mstmm 'C0., L.
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