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“THE FERRETS”
A BRITISH UNIT

Battalion Makes Name as
Destroyer of Rats.

Its Sector is Free of the
Vermin.

Behind the British Lines in France,
December 3. (Correspondence of
The Associated Press)--There is a cer-
tain brave battalion in the British
army which is known throughout the

length and breadth of the lines as
“The Ferrets.” The nickname was
given them first of all because of their
success in dealing wth the rat nui-
sance in their section of the line, and
the soldier who had most to do with
combatting the rats is known from
Dunkirk to St. Quentin as *“O. C.
rats,'—the initials being the regular
British army abbreviation for “officer
commanding.”

The rats were probably worse in
this battalicn’s section of the line
last winter than anywhere. else
in Flanders, and many were the de-
vices tried against the little epemy.
Traps of all kinds were tried. Rat
devouring dogs were brought up, but
in valm. A cat with a tremendous
reputation in the French villages was
purchased and did well at first, killing
four yats in twenty-four hours and in-
timidating many others. Thereupon
the Wattalion made much of the vic-
torious animal, to its undoing, for it
adapted itself as if by instinct to the
life of a regimental pet, that is, it
ate as much as it could of the men’s
rations, took the warmest corner
available, and quit work.

PFinally the battalion staff held a
War Council, and dispatched one of
its number to London to bring back
three or four ferrets.

In the trenches, the ferrets were an
object of great interest. Private
Thomas Merryficld emerged from ob-
scurity and was assigned to take
charge of the newcomers. From that
day Yorward he was known to the ar-
my as O. C. Rats. He took his duties
seriously, and immediately went into
action against the little enemy that
had ®een stealing food off the tables,
running over officer’s faces at night,
chewtng even the laces from men's
boots.

The ferrets and their “O0. C.” put
up some great hunts. There were mo-
ments of great excitement when the
rats boited wholesome before the new
attadk and were clubbed to death in
the trench by the enthusiastic men.
There were also moments of breath-
Jess amxiety, when one of the precious
ferrets emerged from a bolt hole
somewhere below the barbed wire and
was weported s*eering for the German
trenches. One day Merryfield won
the censure of the authorities and the
enthtigiastic approval and praise of
his comrades by retrieving a lost
ferret from No-Man’s Land in daylight
and wunder fire.

Little by little the art of rat hunt-

ing was learned by the whole bat-
talion. Men became wise in ferret
lore, eunning in {nterpreting the

nolses of an underground struggle be-
tween the antagonists. The rats have
ever since given that section of the
battde zone e wide borth and the fame
of the winter's successful anti-rat of-
fensfve is known to all the army.

BRITISH FLEET'S
WAR PRACTICE

" Tow North Sea Watch Dogs
Keep in Shape

““hile Waiting a Chance at
the Huns.

ase of the British Grand Fleet,
irccember 2.— (Correspondence.— The
head of the British Admiralty, speak-
ing The other day in the House of
Commmons, flung out & challenge to
the Germany navy. He said: “I dis-
cloge no secret, or If it 1s a secret,
I disclose a fact which 1 should be
glad to .ell the enemy—when 1 say
that the british Grand Fleet in its
norfhern base lies behind no shore
defenses, but relies on its own
strength alone.”

Toere are people in the United
States who do not appreciate the ac-
tivitles of the British Navy in its
home waters, who think that it lies
in idleness, like the German High
Seas Fleet, behind impenirable land-
locked bases. For the purpose of re-
moving this impression, The Ass

s representative wis
Grand Fleet, live on board
the first-line battleships and observe
just what sort of a day’s work it puts
in day after day anc weelk atter
week, -

Ceaseles:
the Grand
ships are pe
barnacles. I'rom il
ern ¢ip of the v

 is the motto of
2¢i.  -Neither’ men nor
itted to gather rust or
base at the n

of the North Sea on ceaseloess
unflagging hope  the
watching will ve rewarded by

nieet-

ing with the cuemy under circuinstan
ces wherein. he cannot avoid battle.
Moreover, this swoeeping of the North
Sea #s no mere aimiess patrol. In the
most casual moves of ships and men

direciing mind and

The - North Se s

1 relation to its size
as the drawing-room ol a well-orderad
bhouse, The enemy’s coastline is stil!
the British Navy's frontier.

The harbor which has been the
home of the Grand Fleet for three
years is probably the finest of its
kind in the world. The whole area
comprised in this British northern
base is about equal to the hundred-
of square miles which the Germans
evacuate¢ in France last spring. The

battleship squadronms, for example,
within their own particular section
of this great base, have room for
every kind of practice manoeuvres, in-
cluding target practice.

On a sunny afternoon the corres-
pondent saw eight battleships at tur-
ret or target practice, a detachment of
cruisers in manoeuvres, a seaplane-
balloon ship at work under conditions
simulating those of actual warfare,
and off around the edges, various op-
erations by innumerable small craft
and auxiliaries.

Night target practice, which also is
conducted within the harbor, is al-
ways an interesting sight. The battle-
ships steam down the nine-mile
course. Suddenly a searchlight picks
up a target. Instantly every turret is
trained, every gun directed. Then a
button is pressed somewhere, and the
guns speak as with one voice in a gi-
gantic broadside that awakens the
echoes from the hills.

There is an infinite variety to the
turret practice on a big battleship.
The officer in charge of the turret
speaks: ““An enemy shell ks come in
through the turret. killing men num-
bers 1, 3 and 6. Right gun disabled.
Connection with rest of ship lost
Carry on.” The “‘dead men” file off to
one side and watch their comrades
work as they would in actual battle.
There is the zest of a game to it.

The officer speaks again: ‘“‘Shell has
hit turret, killing all men except num-
bers 1 and 3. Number 3 is seriously
wounded. Ammunition hoisting ma-
chinery disabled. Fire started in -pile
of waste behind gun. Carry on.” The
single unwounded man left in the tur-
ret must now endeavor to keep the
guns in action single-handed, besides
dealing with a fire and & seriously
wounded man. The ‘“dead men" stand
along the edge of the turret and
watch their comrade’s efforts to ‘“car-
ry on” with interest and amusement.

It is play, but play with a deadly
efficiency behind it for it is intended
that in actual battle, there shall not
be a single possibility with which
these men will not be ready to deal.

HUN CLOTHING
IS CONSERVED

Many Restrictions On Pur-
chases Now

And Countless Cases of De-
ception.

Berne, Switzerland, cable: (Corre
spondence of the Associated Press.)—
To consgerve the fiminishing supply of
clothing in Germany the German Gov-
ernment has imposed regulations re-
quiring that, for all articies of linen
or personal wear to be purchased,
three similar worn articles must be
returned, This increases the scope
and rigor of the clotning cards intro-
duced less than a vear ago.

The regulation applies to cotton
stockings, gloves, collars, table linen
and cloth materials for various house-
hold purposes. For every suit or
overcoat too well worn or one in good
condition must be surrendered. The
only articles of ordinary wear or use
that are exempted from card regula-
tion are wooden shoes and silk
things,

More than a year ago there was
much talk in Germany of reducing the
consumption of cloth by inducing pat-
riotic-minded women to return to the
old but fashionable tight/ skirt. Tke
maximum quantity of {material, in
meters, which sly:p_lq_ e used for a
dress was  evén stipulated. The
ecconomy wias not successfully aecom-
plished, however, for the German
women, though they shortened their
ekirts appreciably, wore them wide
and full.

Now, thercfore, there is pending a
rigid specification limiting the num-
ber of yards of cloth which may. be
devoted to any garment of given pro-
portions—depending upon the size of
the prospective wearer. And if the
wearer needs linen and other gar-
ments thun outer clothes, she must
turn in three corresponding, worn-out
pieces of lingerie.

The strict rules and regulations
that are growing &iricter each month
have led naturally to an increased
amount of deceptio: and countless
attempts by those who posscss slocks
of clothing to evade the card system
by selling at abnormally high prices
to those who cannot proeure cards.
The latest reports from Berlin tell of
the arrest of a woman who was found
to have concealed a stock of 1,500
dozen pairs of stockings. These she
was peddiing in little cafes and re-
sorts where there was a minimum
danger of her discovery uand at ut-
terly disproportionate prices.
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ALLY CONFERENCE.

of Work of Paris
G-athering.

Outlins

A Daris citble «avs: The Inter-Allied
conference will be opened at 10 o’-!
clock to-inorow morning, with Premier
| Clemencean presiding.  The Premier
1 will 1 a brief speech of welcome
| atter which the delegates will at once
i begin work.
|- K
|
|
[

fore he

inning

re: subn
» delegates
¢ their. deliberations and
the appointment of auestions 1o dis- !
on by technical commit-

various
¢ called upon

es will prepare opin- ¢
jons. This preliminary work is likely
to occupy the first plenary session.
after the close of which the various
committees will it subsequently. An-
other plenary sesslon will close the
conference, which is expected to oc-
cupy three days. There will be an of-
ficial luncheon at the IForeign Office
on Saturday. i
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Forced to go to extremes—the hair-
he can take care of his enemies.
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R.F.C. AVIATOR
ESCAPES HUNS

American Flier Was Believ-
ed to Be Killed.

Had Terrible Times in Gain-
ing Freedom.

A London cable says: Lieut. Patrick
O'Brien, of Momence, 1ll., south of
Chicago, the first American member
of the British Flying Corps to escape
from Germany, has arrived in Lon-
don, O'Brien eluded his captors by
jumping from the window of a speed-
ing train. He then became a fugitive
for seventy-two days, and, as his goal
was within sight, narrowly escaped
electrocution from the charged wires
along the Holland frontier.

Last night O'Brien was dined by a
group of fellow fliers, who, like scores
of friends along the front, had Dbe-
lieved he had been killed when he
was reported missing on Aug. 17 last,

O’Brien, who is a sturdy young man
of 27, was flylng in an aviation
squadron at San Diego, Cal., when he
went to Victoria, B. C., and obtained
a command in the Canadian army.
Golng to France the next year, he
distinguished himeelf by his great
daring over the German lines. On the
morning of Aug. 17 enemy gunners
forced him to descend, but fortunately
he landed behind his own lines,

Late in the afternoon of the same
day saw him up again over the Ger-
man lines, fighting the enemy. There
were twenty German machines to six
British in the encounter, O’Brien’s
maqhme alone engaging four ene
cr_an, and accounting for one bem
QBrien was thot through the upper
lip. He fell with his damaged air-
pl_ane from a height of 8,000 feet.
O'Brien says he cannot explain why
ge was not killed. When he regained
hgz;(;;:;l.bu%s he wus in a German

Later the lieutenant spent t
:]\egks at a prison camp ,:;t Foutl'ltl;':?
NO!:e he was started for the interior
of Germany. There were four other
prisoners under a strong guard in his
*;l(;lgl!;k{tme.nt when O'Brien, as a ruse

118 wWin 3 € y :
ing of the s?uO:;;ie(.meh(‘d Vot

.'l‘he train was now sixty mi
su}e Germany, and Lr::vellil-;gnz:;.]izi:?-
miles an_hour, but O'Brien decided [ﬁ
take a desperate chaice. He jump-
egi from the train, skinning the wholl)c
gxde of his face, re-opening the wound
in his lip, and losing consciousness It
was about four o'clock in the morn.lng
and the darkness shielded him. When
he reCoversd he was lying in a field

Then for 72 days he was a fuziti;re
travelling only at night. He n;udged'
through fields and swam rivers and
vaua!s in Germany, Luxemburg and
Belgium before he reached the Dutch
frontier. At the time of his flight he
had a plece of sausage, on which be
subsisted for several days, after which

h!s sole sustenance consisted of tur-
nips and other vegetables found in
fields.

O’Brien did not know any (German,
but he used a little French on a kind-
ly Belgian, who was so happy to meet
an American in British uniform that
he sheitered him for several dayvs. The
Belgian then gave him old clothes to
cover his uniform, and directed him to
the nearest route to the frontier.
O'Brien swam the Meuse River near
Namur, and the next day was chal-
lenged by German sentries, who de-
cided he was a peasant.

But his narrowest escape was re-
served for his last aay as a fugitive,
when he could see Dutch territory. To
circumvent the charged wirez, O'Brien
built a  bridge in a nearby
wood and threw it across the wires.
But it broke under his weight, and
O'Brien received a shock which, he
says, he can still feel. When he re-
covered he dug with his bare hands
a tunnel under the wire, and, although

it was slow progress, after several
hours he had a hole big enough to
crawl through, which he did unob-

served.

Even then he was not sure he was
in Dutch territory, £o he concealed
himself in a bhay barn until the next
morning. When daylizht
first thing he saw was people making
wooden shoes. He then walked out

' into the open and hurried to thenear-
' est  British consul,

who arranged for
his transportation to T.ondon.

LICENSE U. S. IMPORTS.

President Strikes New Blow
at Giermans.

A Washington report: By a pro-
clamation issued to-night placing
under license the import” of many

articles, President Wilson put in the
khands «f the War Trade Board a
powerful weapon to
firms controlled by German
Notable in the South American coun-
{ries named in the proclamation is
Venezuela, where German capital is
in full «c «nd, and from which pro-
(erman pre anda radiates in great
velume. *erman-controlled firms in
Brazil, Argeniina,
countries will also be made to
full force of Aerica’s
control commercial

otaer
the
er Lo

bunker coal to the
sis the War Trade
Bo actically eut off all com-
mercial communications with the out-
ex-ept the United States.
The prociamation iesued to-night
it possible for this (Government,
<o far as the articles named are con-
cerned, absolutely to centrol the com-
wiercial relations with the nation.
e e R e e
GERMANS SHOT AS ALLY SPIES.
Amsterdam, Cable—Three
including oue non-commissioned officer,
one private, and a civil official, have
just been executed in Germany as Iin-

side world

lente spies. The leader of the group,
according to the German newspaper
accounts was a Doctor Roos. His asso-

ciates were Joseph Schnitzler, & non-
commissioned officer in an artillery bat-
tallon at the front, and Albert Strdel, a
soldier in & telephone section in Coblentz

be used against |
capital. |

FONTAINE NOW
“NO MAN'S LAND”

A Scene of Bitter Desolation
and Carnage.

Swept Always by Machine
Gun Bullets.

British Headquarters; in KFrance:
Fontaine Notre Dame was to-day
virtually “no man’s land,” over which
ewirled a never-ending deluge of ma-
chine-gun hullets from the ranks of
the opposing forces drawn up on
either side of the blood-drenched little
hamlet. A bright, warm sun was shin-
ing down from an almost cloudless
sky, but it brought little cheer to the
battle-weary German and Briuso
troops, for it only served to throw
into bold relief the awful picture of
desolation and cdrnage within the con-
fines of this village, through which
all day yesterday grim death had
stalked among the contending war-
riors,

It is probable that some parties of
Germans were still clinging to their
secret strongholds among the ruined
buildings, and that British guardsmen
also were hidden among the cellars at
various points. But for the most part
Y¥ontaine Notre Dame was a place of
dead; they lay about the streets to

tel] the story of the cruel tragedy
enacted about them.
German prisoners from the 3rd

Guards’ Diivsion and 46th Regiment
were in the British cages this morn-
ing as a result of the battle, and
among the captives was a battalion
commander, who was caught with
many of his men in the rush of the
British through the village. In addi-
tion to the five hundred taken in
Fontaine, upwards of one - hundred
were captured in the fighting yester-
day in the vicinity of Bourlon village,
where KEnglish troops, co-operating
with tanks, made some advance,

WASTAGE MORE
THAN RECRUITS

Casualties and Discharges in
Half Month 11,211.

Recruits Secured in Same
Time But 2,061.

An Ottawa report: A statement is-
sued to-day by the Militia Depart-
ment shows that during the first fif-
teen days of the present month the
total wastage in the Canadian Expedi-
tionary Force exceeded the total num-
ber of recruits obtained by 9,150 men.
The total wastage, consisting of cas-
ualties overseas and men discharged

'in England and Canada, is given as

Chile anl |

rela- !

Germans, '

11,211. The total number of recruits
?)z(l-ured during the half month was 2,-

Casualties over the 135-day ' period
were very heavy, a total or 8,252 men
being placed in this class. Of this
number 6,448 were infantrymen. The
balance of the total wastage is made
up as follows:

Men discharged in Canada, 418::
men returned to Canada for discharge,
2,420 men discharged in England, 121
The total wastage of infantrymen dur-
ing the half month was 8,498,

Of the 2,001 recruits secured in the
15 days, 672 were obtained in the
United States. 1,384 in Canada and
five in England. A total of 836 men
joined the ranks of the infantry, 455
became artillerymen, 245 joined the
railway construction and forestry bat-
talions, and 465 were drafted into mis-
cellaneous units.

It is estimated in the statement
that 45 per cent. of the total casual-
ties will be fit for general service

within eriod of six months.
came the | it B

LANSDGWNE
COMES OUT AS
A PACIFIST

Ex-Cabinet Minister Would
Revise War Aims of
the Allies.

A SURPRISE

He Was Last Public Man
Suspected of Such
Tendencies.

A London cable: The strongest fm-
petus to a renewal of the heated dis-
cussions of the rival schools on the
war policy of the Allies was provoked
to-day from a most unexpected guar-
ter by the publication of a long letter
from the Marquis of Lansdowne,
strongly pleading for a revision of the
Allies’ war aims and an attempt to se-
cure peace before ‘the prolongation of
the war leads to the ruin of the en-
tire world.”

The Marquis of Lansdowne is a typi-
cal representative of the »ld Tory
party. He was a member of Asquith's
coalition Administration, and was Sec-
retary for Foreign Affairs in Lord
Salisbury’s and Mr. Balfour's Minis-

tr'es. He was Vicerov of India and

Governor-General of Canada. He was
the last public man to be suspected of
pacifist tendencies.

His letter gives formal adhesion to
President Wilson'’s policy of a league
of nations and he asks: “What will
be the value of the blessings of peace
to nations so exhausted that they can
scarcely stretch forth a hand to grasp
them ?”*
~ Lord Lansdowne contends that an
immense stimulus would probably be
given to the peace party in Germany
If it were understood:

“}irst—That the annihilation oft Ger-
many as a great power was not de-
sired.

“Second—That we do not seek to
impose upon the German people a
form of Government against their
choice.

“Third—That, except as a legitimate
war measure, we do not desire to deny
to Germany her place among the great
commercial countries.

“Fourth—That we are prepared
after the war, in concert with the
other powers, to examine the inter-
national problems connected with the
freedom of the seas.

“Fifth—That we are prepared to
enter into an international pact under
which ample opportunities would be
afforded for the settlement of inter-
national disputes by peaceful means.”

Lansdowne's long and intimate con-
nection with foreign affairs and di-
plomacy lends unusual interest to
guch a pronouncement at the moment

of the meeting of the inter-allied
conference at Paris and because of
Clemenceau’s recent declaration

against a league of nations, including
Germany, and already there are in-
dications of embittered controversy
over it.

It is authoritatively announced that
the Government had no Dprevious
knowledge of the letter, and the
strongest supporters of the Govern-
ment in the evening press suggest that
the letter is very unwelcome to the
Government.

TALKING TO THE TIGER.

Under the caption “Lansdowno’s
Strange Letter.” and the sub-head.
“The Policy of Talking to the Tiger,”
the Evening News strongly demurs
against Lansdowne’s suggestions on
the ground that Germany's word can
not be trusted in any matter, and that
an attempt to argue with her would
be a sheer waste of time. ¥

On the other hand. the Asquith pap-
ers hail the letter as onc of the most
remarkable documents that the war
has produced, the Siar greeting the
letter as the most formidable attack
yet made on the Lloyd-Georgean
“knockout blow poliey.”

The matter has created quite a sen-
sation in the lobbies of Parliament,
and, it is understood. will be the sub-
ject of discussion in the Housge ¢t an
early date probabiy Monday.

NAVY TO RUN SHIPS.

How U. S. Will Avoid U-
Boat Menace.

Whashington, Report.—In view of
of all American merchant ships ¢n

Government to safeguard vessels traver-
sing the submarine zone. The proposal
has the approval Seeretaries  Baker
and Daniels, and will be acopted by the
shipping board. The plan ig to werate
the ships with naval reserves nlisting
into the service the present officers and
men of the merchant flect.

raged in oover
1 of the new &
will be put
that

from the

comint S
is estimated

the trade. 1t

sor

will be taken into the naval reserve ser-
vice fiegulations witl undergo adjust-
ments designed to m ke enlistnient easy

More than 100000 officers and men, it
ix estimated will be needcd to man the
| great fieet of vessels the Amerlean ship-
vards will turi out next year The Navy

Department alrcady has trained ncarly
50,000 for the reperve cervice, and
though many ot them now are in aeti

! service  geveral thousand are avaiia

for merchant crews,

PLOT TO SEIZE FOUD.

Anarchist Scheme Discover-
ed in Boston.

i Depare

Report.—As« s
ustice here o ‘ it
ch containmng

to o
s of the « inry.
ton wits behiveved
i as the centre of the
trigue. 1t was thir opir
neyghboring city ol Lynn was the &

Boston,
ment of

eral head-quarters of the conspi
although the ringleaders maintained their
homes elsewhere,

vide of ru startling nature has been
obtained, accord:ing to the Federal au-
thorities, but has been withiheld from the
public pending the trial of three lLynn
men, who were arrvested six months ago,
clarged with conspiring to counsel youny

men against the selective service act,
The defendants are Laouis 3
proprietor of a small new
The Chronicie, and John Jor:
lo Valdouiccl re vut et
tial bail " ents said teo-night

that the involved allesed con-

spirators rigus parts of the

t:y, whost wnts have heen t
Much of formation was ob

it was =aid, from articles appear

The Chaonicle.

—————
CZAR SLEW 500,000.

%Moslems Who Had Rebelled
‘ Were Massacred.

‘ A Londoen cable say=: Half a miilion

| members of .the Kirghiz fribes werc
' ssacred by agents of the Russian

191¢, according to a cor

n
iimperer in
respondent of the Manchester Guar
dian, who has becn travelling in Cen
tral Russia.

This was punishment for a rebei-
lion against m ary  service by the
Central Asian Moslems.

Two million nomads, . who hav?
gradually been forced castward by the
acquizition of the g lands by
the FEmperor's Ministers and others,
who filled the lands with Ukrainian
peasants, took part in the rebellion.
Civil war is still proceeding between
nomads and the NRussian peasants,
according to the correspondent.

— . ———

“I rather flatter myself 1 have made
a great many men happy,” simpered
the aged divorcee who had separated
from sin. “Yes, I dare say there are
fots of men you didn’t marry,” s\g-
gested Miss Caustique.

ITALIANS MGVE
AGAINST HUNS

Launch Attacks On Teutonic
Mountain Positions.

Foe Regiments Destroy
Each Other in Error.

A London cable: Along the estire
Italian front the batteries of the com-
tending armies are maintaining a vie-
lent bombardment. The German War
Office reports that Itallan attacks
against the Austro-German mountain
positions on the west bank of the
Brenta and on Monte Towmba failed.

“Heavy artillery fighting is in pro-
gress all along the front, but no for-
ther infantry actions occurred,” the
Italian report states. *“On the lower
Piave River Itallan batteries directed
a destructive fire at enemy boats.”

DECIMATED EACH OTHER.

Headquarters of the Italian Army,
Nov. 29.—Details have been officially
received of one of the most sanguin-
ary fights in the northern zome, n
which two Austro-Hungarian regi
ments fought until they almost ex-
terminated each other. The fight was
back of Asiago during one of the main
attacks against the Italians.

The enemy advanced from the twe
flanks, and toward night a regiment
of Hungarian Czechs became engaged
with a regiment of Galician Poles,
both wearing a different uniform and
speaking a different dialect. The rifle
fire was followed by a bayonet charge
and then hand-to-hand struggle with
grenades lasting throughout the night,
until the two regiments were disem
tangled after heavy losses, when M
became known that they belonged te
the same side.

The general situation is not mater-
tally changed along the northern amd
Piave fronts.

—eco——

Synopsis of Canadian Northwest
Land Regulations.

HIS sole head of a family, or any nmals
aver 18 yvears old, who vus at the
commencement of ithe present war, and
has since continued to be, a British sub-
ject or a subject of an allicd or neutral
country, may homestead a quarter-soe-
tion ot available Domimion Land in Man
wha, Sagkatchewan or Alberta Appk
cant must s in person ul Domie-

on 1 ney or Sub-Agency for
1hist % ¥ by proxy may be made
on et conditions. . Duties—Six
months residence upon and  cultivatien

or land in each of three years

In certzin districts a homc
cocure an  adjoining quarte
pre-emption.  I'rice 00 per acre. Dut-
je s—Rexide gix months in cach of three
vears after earning homestead patent and
callivate 50 afres extra, May obtaim
pre-cmtion  patent as  soon  as home-

' stead patent on coertatn conditions.

1,500 merchant ship officers and secamen

chay | pate
in T:ansatlantic service is planned by the | patent,

A ccttler after obtaining  howestesd
if he cannot secure a pre-emp-
tion, may take a purchascd homestend
in certain districts.  Price $3.00 per aere.
Must reside six months in each of three
vears, cultivate 50 acres anld erock &
house worth $300.00.

Holders of entries may count time of
employment as farm labore n Canada
dquring 1917, residence duties under cer-
tain conrditions.

When Dominion Lands are adverlised
or posted for entry, return soldiers whe
ved oveorseas and have
v discherged, receive one day
in applying for entry at Jocsl
s Office (but not Sub-Agenep).
harge papers must be presenteod® e

W: W. CORY.

Deputy Minister of the Interiar.
B.—Unauthorized publication of thie

N
advertisement will not be paid for.
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SHIP LOSSES

ARE INCREASED

14 British Ships Over 1,600
Tons, 7 Under That.

Italy’s Loss for the Ween
Very Light.

A London cable: Fourteen Britasa
merchantmen of 1,600 tons and over
and seven of less than 1,600 tons were
sunk by mines or submarines Jast

week, according to the weekly Admir-

alty statement issued this evening.
This is an increase of four vessels in
the larger czteZorv » the number
reported sunk last weel.
The Admiralty = nt followe:
Arrivals, 2,068; sailings, 2,122,
British merchantmen over 1,606

tons sunk by mine or submarine, in-

cleding one previously, 14 under
| 1.600 tons, seven,
B AL ) vessols sunk, noud
Dritizh merchantnen unsac. Sssiwlly
wked jncluding one previousldy,
ecight,
Last week's Admi report an-
rounced the sink of cvenieen
X 3 i " mare
{han 1,600 tons, and seven of less
Sy
one craft of 1.6 s and over and

five of léss tonnage were sent to ihe
bottom.
ITALY'S LOSS
A Rome cable says: Itaii
losses due to submarine atiacks aur-
ing the week ending  November 25
were one steamer of more than 1,608
tons, one under that tonnage, and one
«mall sailin vessel, it was officially
announced to-day

LIGHT.
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MAY SEND SUGAR TO TROOPS.

Ottawa, iteport.—The Food Controlier's
oftice announced to-night that the Com-
missioner of Customs had issued the fol-
lowing memorandum to collcctors of Cue-
tcms and others 3

“Jt is now ordered that sugar, refined
and unrefined, Including maple sugar,
may be exported by parcel post up e
regulation weight when consigned and In-
tended for military and naval foroes
overseas, the limit of weight to the
United Kingdom being eleven pounés.
and for furtherance to France, seves
pounds.”
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