July 1. 1914

Uncle Sam, Expressman

I'he Parcel Post after Eighteen Months of trial- How 1t has altered the relations of the Cities to the Country and what 1t has

Well, theithing finau b Lo
fter more than thin bary of unces
ng agitat I irdd LT e {
andise and domest IS¢ ¢an now t
feposited in thi United States ma
effective parcel post is no longer mers
v favorite subjeet for mag ne . d
ussion. and high sehor chate tis a
practical, -accomplishied tact I o ery
\mrerican ¢ty jand town; a onstuant
e of p le forms before a v do
abeled ** Parcel Tost; they hand in
their pe ‘kages, have them weivhed for

postage awd inspected for proper pace
ng, and wateh with contentment as the
ittendant throws them into a Ia

eptacle, which, when full—and it fills

with amazing speeild-—~is wheeled off 1
[t

the mailing department Every cit

letter carrier show evidences, n I
somewhat more bulkily filled shoulder
bag, of the new

brightly painted ‘‘sereen wagons’ and

dispensation; il

auvtomobiles, packed to capacity wit
miscellancous bundles; are dashing thru
every city street. On every country roas
the wagon of the rural carrier, for many
vears yawning half vacant for an ad
quate load, has now found its occupa
tion; in more remote recesses the lonely
star route man, making his way -over
mountains and thru forests on “horse
vnll]l'v wagon, ~l7|;_'l"‘u:u'h_ Or even Snow
hoes, plays his part in advancing civili
zation. At certain times of the day the
mailing departments of the large city
post. offices are piled - mountain  high
with bundles and packages; forces of
shirt-sleeved men work day and night
sorting them out, throwing the smaller
into  their appropriate  bags,
aside for careful treatment the parcels
markdd ‘‘fragile’’ and ‘‘perishable,”’
and loading into mail -wagons the bulg
e canvas sacky.  The rapidity with
which tvhtw‘o-nnrmulr masses disappear
under expeft/ handling, the expedition
with which they find the way from
sender to l"l‘n'l\.l'rﬂ the "UlH}rlll?lTn'."i»v

placing

few complaints made about break:
and losses—all these things emphasgize
again this quiet revolution in tran
portation.

Furopean travellers no longer expre
their amazement at the hostility of the
American post office to articles of mer
chandise They do not now call our
attention to the fact that one
packages more cheaply from San Fran
cisco to-Germany than to Oalkland or
John Wanamaker’s four

N send

Sacriamento.
famous reasons for the absence of
parcel post-—always quoted in an ar
t.cle " Jike this—are only
amusing The flaming wrath

the

reminiscently

SR COmpAanles h

one of pleased satisfaction. The
companies then es, in place of their
former arro®anee, are now ;Jt:u]J:;r for
1mercy One | announced 1ts inter
tion  of suspending; the others have
their backs against the wall In a
struggle for their live In other dire

rl'}’l‘ ?‘Yif\’rilf"“} I'V’» 1 hows 1t tniiuer ‘
Forthe—first—time
Office Department

he an, actual surplu

ess 15 stimulating
lar lines.
telegraphs and telephones
nounced policy of

administration;
of the same 1de:

Governmental owr

i unque tionably a more pract i
than it has ever been hefore, The im
portance™sf the parcel post, thereior
goes far beyvond the servi e ‘
rendered. de trats ¢
thru several 3 to ek iy
fundamentally our neeption of
ernment What. ¢t ! ave—heen . the

results g0 far?
Results 80 Far

Up to January 1, 1913, when the new

Stutes naf

on- of mercnan

tem for the transpor
liser The railrogds were practically the
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Done for People that Live in more Remote Districts

By JAMES MIDDLETON, in World's Work

I 1 (8} I | v for 1 "1'; ‘
b tr t t | ler ind o
nov ‘ had | I rded
g | i r ' i
1 1; thenr iryest

ure f reve ‘ Ior e trin g
1 | ‘ 1 i farmed  out

theé trm ! ! Liler LA
wrtaele t 1 1ol el on
nger tran [ 11 L

nphasized suthciently the evil renl
wnd maginary, of this system; these
evils, however, did not constit thie
basie aniquity 'he socinl and ecaon

OIde. Wrong s apparent "when we eard
Iy study v oratlrond  mia

fu ! ! ol the
United. States I'hesi lnllw:‘T’ tems

Jdurally penetrate only the commer

Iy profitable regions The I to
cther the cities and towns and those

ctions of the country where husiness

H Somor Kinds of Mail Matter that now go by Parcel Powst

Ihese companies made a business of
colleeting such  pareels in cities  and
towns and of delivering them in places
With the exceéption of
cunrding them in transit, by means of

of destindtion

messengers placed in baggagdéd cars, the

expre companies <performed no other
gervice The real worl, thiat of haul
ing the parcels, the railroads did them

“ ‘ their capita represented by

accumulates on vonsiderable quantitiens
The express companies, having no trans
portation systems of their own, and bhe
ing dependent absolutely upon the rail
roads, do the same thing T'h furnish
a serviee only where the railronds, go
in the centres of large population
They skim the ceream of the husing
Linless one lives on oa ratlroad line, or

onvemently near to one, he has no ex

ASNEW BONDIEETWEENSTHE COUNTRY AND THE TOWN
o Farmer Sending his Produce b a Cumtomer in the City by way of the Parcel Pont

atat ! 1T OCOmMOtIves, WA

the express uner

v gt really pertorie

r The railroad and the express
OHiyAnies were practically partners in
pani 1 i

this work I'he express companies did
$vatrat $ating

not pay a for trangportatio
1 did priv pere; they made cor
$ bz to the publie, generally re
rided CxXor tant, and o} fed thewe

receipts almost equally with the rail

cad coupanies “',;,u.m' writers have

Tewn service at all And an the wimnaller
ountry districts reached. by railroads
the . express service s only. half what
the darge centres obtaing Lthere s no
pick up’’ and delivery mervice: one
tasw to carry his parcels to the station
and eall for them himwelf,
,Now there are 20,000,000 people in the
I'nited Btates—one-fifth of the [mpdh(

iy who Hive 1n wectiny not resehied

by any railroad  These people have had
>

>

-~

Wiy of enjoying even the expensive
wrvice performed by o XPress companies

So far oas this element was coneerned

they were. isolnted from eivilization
I'he hived o hittle towns and ranches
in dumber and mining  enng On N
o4 ihile farn Fhey represented a val

uable and worthy element o the popu
Lition precisely  the type of pioneer
vid npriculturist that the government is
attempting *to  encouraye I'hey were
found, not only in far Western nnd
middle Mississippt Valley  states, but
fargely an the Jongest settled communi
(T here were hundreds of thousand
of them an New York, in Pennsylvanin
ind an New FEugland e express ¢om
prnies agnored these pedaple simply he
cause it did not secm profitable to serve
them

Thetgovernment, however, had organ
ized s mail serviee on a different prin
ciples It Jong ago adopted the poliey of
prutting thes ]uu|-|- mto communiention
with the rest of the world, whether it
purd or not It did this an the broad
pranerple that without o muil service life
would bhe so unattruetive that the set
de

lnyed; and that city concentration, ad

tlement of the country waould |

mittedly one of the grieat evilg of the
time, would beantensified, National pol
ey thus regarded it s necessary to sub
idize the mails i these regions, for
e sume renson that n subsidy for gen
cril edueation—s justificd For severnl
eurs i |n:|{1n lireet] ."A‘vll the peoplhe
Lrom  $40 600 &40 ta §50,000, 000 u yenr
to bring the muils to these distriety

In this way the government had huih
Upen grent oand - finnncidly unprofitable
1 lant It had about 42,000 ““rural enr
rrers " who collected and delivered mail
in the countr In addition it had about
1200 men known as ““wtar route’’ con
triictors, These preturesgque indiy Tdunls
operated in o sections where there wore
vo o radlronds at o oall They themuels o
performed the mml wervice that rail
rowds perform o more Baickly settled
cetions. The rural carriers renlly opoer
ated an o cirele; they took the mail froni
the railroad points and curiied 1t into
the surrounding country, going back: to
the  onginul - hendguarters The wtar
route contractor operated i ou straight
e, from post office to post office and
return, Ornginally his business wian sim
1y to earry the muils from post office
Lo post office: an time went on, howgver
nocertmn amount of delivery work de
cloped

Unti) Janunr I, 1903, the Amerienn
cildzen could ail on o paeloage weighing
vot more than four pounds #t the rate
e tofal promt

o
e, on four potunds, wis this sizty foar

Foone cent an-ounece

Crts That was the American parcel
ort s b existerd up to that time, An
v result of the Hmitation in weight and
he hogh tandl, merchandine, in practi
cal quantities, was excluded from the
TR The enormaus and CXPENBIV
plant the government had huilt up to
crve these 20,000,000 l“’l]rl" wiun lyiny
most id e I thesé days of seientific
nnageien! thut wn ].:r;l,:Ai,l", our
ot glaring dlustration of inefficiency

On January |, however, the situstion

changed The muils were then opened
L X7] pacrnges wWeighing eleven ]r‘ll‘ll'l‘

efterward, in the first two Zonen, in
creased to fifty pounds, and in all others
X7 wenty pounds-—al - comparatively
low rates. In a twinkling the plant that
had been largely idle and unproductive

became a useful, going organization
No Hardship to Rural Carriers

Greatly as  this  chanyge stifmuluted
postal business it brought no particular
hardship upon the working force, Con
wressmen muy talk eloquently about the
wufferings the parcel post inflicts on
rural carriers; in the main, however,
thews mpecchien are merely for political
effeet.  The rural carrier, in most in
“tunces, hasw never been an overworked

Continued on Page 31
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