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Uncle Sam, Expressman
I he Parcel Post after Eighteen Months of trial I low it has altered the relations of the ( ities to the Country and what it lu

Done for People that Live in more Remote Districts 

:Iiu JAMES MIDDLETON, in World* Work

Well, t he-...flung has finally been dour 
after mon* than thirty years of um-i-as 
mg agitation, ordinary articles of iner 
«nan disc a ml dotue-t ic use ran now he 
«1 eposited in the Eniled States mail. An 
effective parcel post is no longer merely 
a favorite subject for magazine dis 
r ussion ami high school <i« hat •> ; it i- a 
practical,-accomplished fact. In every,
Anrerjeaii city . ami town, a constant 
line of people forms before a window 
la he led “ 1 'a re <71 Post ; ” t trey ha ml ; m 
their packages, have them weighed for 
postage aird inspected for proper pack 
mg, and watch with contentment as the 
attendant throws them into a large re 
« eptacle, which, when full and it fills 
with amazing speed is wheeled off to 
the mailing department. Every <-ît v 
letter carrier shows evidences, in a 
some what more bulkily filled shoulder 
hag, of the new dispensation ; and 
brightly painted ‘ ‘ screen wagons’’ and 
automobiles, packed to capacity with 
miscellaneous bundles, are dashing thru 
every city street. On every country road 
l he wagon of the rural carrier, for many 
years yawning half vacant for an a de 

load, has now found its occupa 
tiou ; in more remote recesses the lonely 
star route man, making his way over 
mountains and thru forests on 'horse, 
mule, wagon, stagecoach, or even snow 
shoes, plays his part in advancing civili 
zation. At certain trmrs of t he day the 
mailing departments of the large city 
post, offices are piled mountain high • 
with bundles and packages; forces of 
shirt-sleeved men work day a+id night 
sorting them out, throwing the smaller 
into thtfir appropriate bags, placing 
aside for careful treatment the parcels 
n arked “fragile” and “ perishable, 
and loading into mail -wagons the bulg 
,jrrg canvas saclîV 'Die rapidity with 
• whih thesWenormous masses disappear 
under (‘Xpert handling, the expedition 
with which they find the way from 
sender to receiver, the comparatively 
few complaints made about breakage 
and losses all these things emphasize 
again this q ui?;t revolution in trans­
port atiori.

European travellers no longer express 
their amazement at the hostility of flu 
American post office to articles of nn-r 
chan dise. They do not now call our 
attention to the fact that one can send 
packages more cheaply from San Eran 
cisco to Germany than t o Oak la ml or 
Sacramento; John Wanamak.er - four 
famous reasons for the absence of a 
parcel post always quoted in an ar 
tide like this are only reminiscent l\ 
amusing’. Jjhc flaming wrath against 
the express companies ha changed to 
one of pleased satisfaction. 'I he exprès- 
corn pa nie- t Jiernsclvi n place of their 
former arrog*a rice, a r <• now pleading for 
mercy. One has announc'd its int.cn 
tion of suspending ; t he others: ha . <• 
t heir backs against the wall in a 
struggle for their lives. In other direc 
tions thf%pareel post- s h ows its .influe n ee. 
For1 ttre drrslr-trrw: sin e*--4» ^ t h o 1 t ■ 
Office Department ha- what seems to 
be an. actual surplus. Already its sue 
cess is stimulating thought along sirni 
far lines. Governmental ownership of 
telegraphs and telephones .'is the an 
nounced policy’nf the present post of f.'-e 
a'lministration ; whatever one may t hins 
of the same idea applied to railroads, it 
i Vunquestionably a. more practical issue ( 
than it has ever been before. I he im 
portance^f the parcel post,, therefore. 
goes far beyond the service. immédiat<- 
| v rendered. Its. de mon -tratej - u 
thru several y ear is lik'-iy to change 
fundamental.]y ftur - ore < pf ion of go 
ernment. What. then, cave been* the 
results ho far ?

4 Results So Far
b p to January E 11*42, when the ne 

régulâtion- w Ok into effect, the Ended 
"t ate,s had real ly had no com jdete - y s. 
tern for the transportation of mere ha n 
disc The railroad* were practically to*

only agencies used for this purpose 
They transmitted the bulkier kind of 
I night at tliejr own profit arid their 
own ns. They bad always regarded 
this kind of business as properly their 
affair; it was, in fact; t heir largest 
source of revenue I 'or miiih* si range 
reason, however, they had farmed out 
tl.<* 1 ransportat ion• of smaller packages 

articles that needed to go quekly on 
pass, nger trains to private rompantes

emphasized nuf lie tent I, y the evil*, real 
and imaginary, of this system; these 
evils, however, did not voiist it ill e" the 
basic iniquity. The social and emu 
on.i«‘ wrong is apparent ‘ when we rare 
fully study a railroad 11111,1» of the 
I’nited States These rat I road*"-s v stmts 
naturally penetrate only the com mer 
rial ly profitable regions. They link to 
git her the cities and towns and those 
sect ions of the count rv where business

S«>m«y Kinds of |»1 ail Mailer Ilial now yo liy I'urrel I'onI
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'I i.ese companies made a business of 
collecting such parrels in <• it E-h and 
towns and of delivering them in places 
of destination. With the exception of 
guarding them in transit, by means of 
mensongers, placed in baggage ears, the 
express companies -performed to» other 
service. The real work, t hat -of haul 
i rig the parcels, the railroads did them 
selves: their capital represent ed by

accumulates in considerable quantities 
The express companies, having no Inins 
portât ion systems of t heir own, and be 
ing dependent absolutely upon tin* rail 
loads, do the same thing They furnish 
a service only w here t he railroads, go 

in the cent res of large population 
They skim l he r ream of the Im -mess 
11 nless one lives on a railroad line, or 
con veulent ly near to one, he has no e x
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V nrrri«-r Sending his Produr*; U> * < uwtorner in lh«* f.ily hy way of the- I*«/r*U P«»ai

track, stat ion-,“, car-, locornoti % <s, was 
- y \>*-t t orm ed the express Her 

• jc<- 'i he railroad - and the express 
companies were pra^-t n-aMy partners in 
this work The express companies did 
not pa v a grad' d rate for transportai ;on 
as did private -• . ippcrs; they made * *,-r 
tain charges to the public, generally r«* 
garded a - exorbitant, and o ; - . "d these', 
receipts almost equally with the rail 
- nad corn pan a- - Popular writer- have

j<‘ress service at all A/id in t he smaller 
country -districts reached by railroads 
the express service is only half what 
The large centres obtain, there, is no 

pick up” and delivery service; one 
r as to carry his parcels to the station 
and '-all for them himself.

f Now there are 20,000,000 people in the 
f 7iit.ed Ktates one fifth of the popiilV 
■ion who live in sections riot reached 
by any railroad These people have had

#-

no way uf enjoying even the expensive 
service performed by express com pa nies 
Su tar ns this element Ax a >' concerned 
they were isolated from civilization 
They lived i n little towns and ranches, 
in lumber nnd mining «Minip •, oil mac 
•tv iblc farin' They represent ed a va) 
liable and worthy element in t he popu 
bit ion, precisely I he type of pioneer 
and agriculturist j ha t the government is 
attempting‘Mo encourage. I hey were 
found, not only in far Western a ild 
middle Mississippi V alley si at es, but 
largely in I In* longest settled commun i 
ties There were hundreds of thousands 
of t hem in New York, in I'ennsylvama 
and in New England The express com 
pi'tiies ignored the « people simply be 
cause it did not seem profitable to serve 
them.

The* government, however, had organ 
i/ed its mail service on a different prill 
cij b- It long ago adopted the policy ol 
putting t her people into communication 
wilh the res! of the world, whether it 
paid or not. It did this on I he broad 
principle that without a mail service life- 
would be -U unattractive that the set 
I lenient of the country would he de 
laved; and that city concent rat ion, ad 
milt edly one of the great evils of the 
time, would lie intensified. National pol 
icy thus regarded 11 as necessary to sub 
•oli/i* the mails in these regions, for 
the, same reason that a subsidy for gen 
v ra I ed neat lon—ts justified Eor several 
\ < a i it ha-Ti nAl 11 « 'J | y taxed tin* people 
from * to .f.Yu,0(10,000 a year
to bring 1 hr mails to these districts.

In this way the government had built 
up a great ami financially unprofitable 
plant It had about 42,000 “rural cur 
rrrrs, ’ who culler!ed and delivered mail 
m t he country . In addition it had about 
EyPOO in,.n I. now n as 4 ‘ si a 1 route'' con 
trillion. These picturesque individuals 
op« 1 a t ed in sections where there wen 
10 railroad • at all. They themselves 
performed the mail service that rail 
roads perform 1 a more Hi o I. ly settled 
•'•«•tions The rural carriers really oper 
and in a circle; they took tin* mail Irom 
the railroad points and carried it into 
the mrroiindiiig country, going back- to 
the original headquarter- The star 
route contractor operated in a straight 
line, In,in pot office t,, post office and 
return. Originally hr- business was son 
ply to carry tin* mails from post office 
to post office: as time went on, however 
a certain amount of delivery work de

1 n til January 1, 111 El, th« American 
citizen could mail a package weighing 
rot more than four pounds at the rate 

f one cent, an ounce The to Pa 1 post
• on four pounds, was thus sixty four 

*'nt ^ That v. a - tin* American parcel 
post a • 1! existed' 11 j- to that time. As 
a r<--ult of th«* limitation in weight and 
' he high tarif!, merchandise, in practi
< a 1 'j liant .it je:-., was excluded froth the 
mails The enormous, and expensive 
plant the government, had built up to

• i vc these 20,000,000 peo|de was lying 
almost idh* In these days of scientific 
management, that, was probably our 
most glaring illustration of inefficiency 
(>n January J, however, the situation 
' hanged The mails were then ojuuied 
to packages weighing eleven pounds
e f ta r wa rd, in Un; first, t wo zones, in 
' reas<*d to fifty pounds, and in- all others 
to twenty pounds at comparai i vely 
low rates. In a twinkling the plant that 
had been largely idle and unproductive 
bee ama useful, going organization

No Hardship to Rural Carrier*
Greatly as this change sti/nulated, 

postal business it brought, no particular 
hardship upon the working force. Con 
g reus men may talk eloquently about the 
sufferings the parcel post inflict* on 
rural carriers; in the rnairt, however, 
these speeches are merely for political
< ffeet. The rural carrier, in most in 
-tances, has never been an overworked
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