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THE FARMER AND THE TARIFF.

I

"WE do not ask for favors, but merely forifair play;

In that quotation from the tariff memorial
presented to the Government on December 16th, by
the Dominion Council of Agriculture, representing the
organized agriculturalists of Western Canada and of
Ontario, is summed up a whole fiscal philosophy.

Favors of unduly restricted competition to spec-
cial interests behind tariff protection are econom-
ically unjustifiable as they are morally unjust. Fair
play for any one class of the community involves fair
play for all, Thatis, in essence, the tariff doctrine
preached to the Government by the farmers. It
combines real patriotism with sound economics.

The facts and figures presented in support of the
fiscal arguments are deserving of the consideration of
every person concerned in the main problem of Can-
adian politics at the present time.

Referring to the combination of interests which has
taken place, the deputation said:

«“Phe outstanding economic fact in the last few years in our
country is the consummation of a large number of industrial
amalgamations. In four years previous to January 1913, fifty-six
industrial mergers were negotiated, with an aggregate authorized
capitalization of $466,938,266. The 56 amalgamations absorbed
248 individual companies. A few

The delegates of{ the forganized farmers declo
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years brought not only to fhe grain growers of West-
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a realization of the economic wisdomof giving ga'eatel,~
freedpm to producers and consumers to buy and to
sell in the best market.

The following are some of the facts by which their
statements were supported:

“Expansion in farming operations L
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4,000,000 two years previous; and this in the face of the fact that
upwards of half a million immigrants have been brought into that
Western country within the last three years. **
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As producers of food

outstanding illustrations are:
The Canada Cement Co., Mon-
treal, capitalized at $38,000,000,
absorbed 11 companies with a
total capital of $17,750,000: Ames
Holden & McCready, Boots and
Shoes, capitalized at $11,500,000,
absorbed two companies, capital
$3,500,000; Canada Cereal & Malt-
ing Co., capitalized at $3,250,000,
absorbed 8 companies with
$809,000, capital; Dominion Can-
ners, Hamilton, capitalized at
$12,500,000 absorbed 45 individual
companies whose capital was
given as $1,324,000. All the other
mergers are similarly inflated.”
“This consolidation of indi-
vidual companies into combines

“We ask that all Food-
stuffs be placed on the
free list as we believe
that the taxing of food is a
crime against humanity.”

From memorial of Dominion Council of Agricul-
ture presented to the Government, December<16, 1913.

stuffs, the farmers declared
their willingness to face the
competition of the world
without any adventitious
tariff aid. They empha-
sized however, the cumu-
lative evil effect of a pro-
tective tariff maintained
without regard to condi-
tions of economic produc-
tionin Canada. It wasurged
that these conditions en-
abled special interests—

and combines into trusts, has
the further effect of centralizing
capital and power in the hands of a few individuals. By an inter-
locking of Directors, the same men control our banking institu-
tions, our loan companies, our insurance companies, our trans-
portation companies, and our industrial institutions. It is stated
on good authority that Canada’s economic structure is in control
of about 23 Capital Directors who are members of 90 of the 121
corporations of Canada having a capitalization of $500,000 or over.”

How serious have been the effects of some of these
combines and trusts which by the monoply they
have secured can dictate to the producer the price at
which he must sell, and fix for the consumer, the
rice at which he must buy, will be apparent from
the following statements contained in the farmer’s
memorial and which derive an added significance
because of the source from whence they come. They
are all important as shewing wherein taxation on
food, operates to the detriment of both producers and
consumers and helps to increase the high cost of
living to both.

«The average price paid farmers for tomatoes last yeal
at Ontario factories was 30 cents per bushel. In some cases the
price ran as low as 273 cents. It is stated that a bushel of these
tomatoes will, under ordinary conditions, fill ten cans, the price of
which to the consumer in Western Canada is 20 cents per can.”

«The farmers in the Western Provinces sell their wheat at a
little more than ic per lb., the consumers pay 8c per lb. for flour.
Hogs sell around 74 cents, consumers pay 20 to 25 cents per 1b. for
bacon and ham, Oats sell for less than one cent per lb., oatmeal

costs 30."”"
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