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A Happy New Year !

“ A happy New Year ! a happy New 
Year !” and little Violet and Walter 
Mildmay came dancing into their 
mother’s room.

“ Thank you, my chicks, ; the same 
to you both,” answered Mrs. Mildmay, 
as she stooped to kiss their rosy little 
faces.

“I do think Christmas and New 
Year is the very joiliest time of all,” 
said Walter, throwing himself on the 
soft rug and gazing at the bright fire. 
“ It looks so white and pretty outside 
with all the snow on the ground.”

“ Yes, dear, it is very nice to look 
at when you can sit by a bright fire, 
and when you have good warm clothes 
and comforts ; but 1 think some poor 
little children will be glad when the 
winter is over, and the warm summer 
comes.”

“ I wish we eould warm them all, 
mamma,” said tender-hearted little 
Violet earnestly. “ You have been 
making a lot of warm clothes and 
things for the poor, haven’t you ? We 
can’t do anything, because we are too 
small,” she added, shaking her head 
sadly.

Walter’s sunny face grew serious 
too, as he sat pondering over the ques
tion—

“ Would you like to do something 
to make to-day a happy one for some
body, my darlings?”

“ Yes, «yes ; do tell us how, mam
mal” and both children fixed their 
blue eyes on their mother's face, wait
ing eagerly for her reply.

“Well, in a little cottage just the 
other side of the common there lives 
a poor woman, who has three little 
children. Her husband is away at 
sea, and one of the boys is a cripple, 
and has to lie on his bed nearly all
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Mr. Chas. IV. Hauer 
Of Frederick, Md., suffered terribly for over 
ten years with abscesses and running sores on 
his left leg. He wasted away, grew weak and 
thin, and was obliged to use a cane and crutch
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day. The mother can only give them 
potatoes or dry bread for dinner, and 
they think it a great treat to get milk 
sometimes. Would you like to go and 
take them a basket of nice things, so 
that they shall have a happy New 
Year’s day ?”

“ Oh, that we would indeed !” cried 
the children in chorus, and Walter be
gan to jump about in glee. “ What 
shall we put in the basket, mamma ?”

“A, beefsteak-pie and a plum-pud
ding, and I will put in some warm 
cuffs and stockings, and a packet of 
tea and some sugar. Do you think 
you would be able to carry all that?"

“ Oh, yes ; put in as much as ever 
you can I" cried Walter, feeling verf 
strong indeed.

“ Shall we have to go inside all 
alone, mamma?” inquired Violet, who 
was rather a shy child.

“ No, dear, not unless you like. 
You can knock at the door, and then 
leave the basket outside. I will write 
Mrs. Maclean’s name on it, so she 
will know it is all right.”

“ Oh, what fan 1 She will think it 
is a fairy," exclaimed Violet. “Do 
make haste and get it til ready, please, 
mother." J

The basket was soon packed, and 
after superintending this, Violet and 
Walter ran to get on their warm 
things

Simply because they are 
so exquisitely pretty and 
unique that they are calcu
lated to make those who 
own them feel proud al
most to “ conceit.” We 
know they have that effect 
on us, at any rate, and you 
can hardly blame us either.

We have them with Dia
monds and all Precious 
Stones, we have them in 
Gold and Silver, we have 
them for the hair, the 
ears, the neck, the mouth, 
the breast, the finger, the 
pocket, the drawing room, 
the dining room, billiard 
room, and library. We 
have them by our own 
special designer on the 
premises, and we have 
visited personally America, 
England, France, Austra
lia, Germany and Italy for 
them, purchasing in every 
instance from the makers.

We know we are well 
within the bounds of truth 
when we say this city never 
before saw so many real 
choice things in Diamonds, 
Watches, Sterling Silver
ware and Art Goods as we 
to-day show—all selected 
with Christmas in our 
mind's eye.
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Two rosy little muffled-up figures, 
Jack Frost saw it was no use trying to 
nip them with his icy fingers. Violet’s 
red cloak lined with fur, and Walter’s 
thick winter coat, fur cap and warm 
gloves, kept him at a distance ; so off 
he flew to try and find some little blue 
fingers to pinch.

The children carried the basket be
tween them, and were obliged to put 
it down every now and then to rest, 
for it was a heavy weight for the two 
small people ; but they had declined 
the offer of the gardener’s boy to carry 
it for them, and bravely struggled on 
to their destination.
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While they are on their way, we 
will take à peep inside Mrs. Maclean’s 
cottage, and see what is going on 
there. In the tidy little kitchen a boy 
about seven years old lies on his 
mother’s lap. He is thin and pale, 
unlike two other noisy children that 
are in the room.

“ Why do the bells keep ringing on, 
mother?" asks the sick boy.

“ They are ringing to welcome in 
the New Year.” « • « ' ft %

“ People are wishing each other a 
Happy New Year, mother, and look so 
merry and cheerful," said little Lucy. 
“And the shops are so gay, and full 
of pretty things—* New Year’s gifts’ 
they call them. Don’t you wish you 
were rich, mother, to buy some ?"

“ Rich, dear? Well I don’t know 
so much about that ; but I’d like to be
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