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A Christmas Sermon.
by the

Glory 
good

IE MV. O O HUE!
>ry |o God in the I 
-ill toward men.—:

**B the Yietims offered is sacrifice to their 
uuestis or LCNSHBvno, n s. j Brea Britain, with her droid priests, et

this time wet worshiping “ Woden," regaided 
ee the Supreme God, among man, of the aoeis- 
tora of the Anglo-Saxon race. Not a Church 
in Britain then, or even a Jewish S'nigogue,

highest, and on earth pesos 
'Lt'II it 14. ^

More than two-thirdr of the history of our 
world,—up to present date—had been written 
In the book of providence, before a Chriet- 
ma« anthem wat tuog, or its pleating feativi- 
tie. were known to the children of men. None 
o' tbs. petriarchi, Jeeiah ruler», Prieate, or 
Propheli, ever celebrated a Chriitmae. The, 
beheld itj dimi, in the distant future, and ar­
dently desired to greet " The da, ap.irg from 
on hi^h,”

* “ But died without the sight.”
We are more highly favoured. The great 

event—the inclination hat taken place. A true 
record of-it» wondrous details i» before our eyee, 
while ile glonors results, on human life, charac­
ter and acoiety, in Chiiatian lands, are every­
where apparent.

Some of the moat pleasing reminiscences of 
l fe, e.pecially early life, are associated with this 
never to be forgotten period in earth's history 
Too slowly the mouths seemed to revolve in 
bringing the festive season, while eager anticipa­
tion real sed ei jv.ymema far exceeding the re­
ality. Although toe feacinations of childhood 
ha*e ce.eed to icfiiecce our hopes, attachment 
to the venerated customs of our nation in refer­
ence to Gnrietmse has rot lesiened We love 
the doting days of December, not merely be- 
ctu.e they bring vividly bslore the mind the 
touching eeetee and event» of early life, but be­
cause of their solemn suggestions, respecting 
the world's Redeemer, the flight of time, and 
the end of life. A reedy Christianity he» cele­
brated e ghleen hundred and sixty eight anni­
versaries of the birth of Christ, which exceed in 
number all the Passover years in Jewish h story. 
And still the influence of “ Je.us of Neseretb," 
and the incense of preiie lo Hie name ere in­
creasing. The subt'e efforts of the devil and 
deluded men, to overthrow Christianity have 
all been expended in vsin. The Holy Child 
Jesus, ht» become the " Conqueror of the na-

throne and government the "highest" gipsy.— ed its face, might have been -still,* and acquired In life's
L»t the sweat singer of Israel, and thi prophets 
adoringly exclaim, ‘Great is tbs Lord and 
greatly lo be feared, glotioae in holiness, fear- 
fnl in prai.es evermore doing wonder», praiie

ible,_ long apprenticeship, will be : Who would be the useless, despised bret
“known' that there is a “God.” taken from us. ' rather than the golden grain f

Bat not so. The pride and arrogance of man All will be changed indeed. All will be • Whatsoever » man soweth, that «ball he 
it boundlesa as the universe. Inflated by bit cleansed of the imparity which attaches to all,: alio reap.’—S S I

. - triumph» in ths material world, intoxicated with All be accepted and crowned, not by rwa.oo of_________ _____ __________
O'orv to J uniter M.„ ' tv* ' “lm f*r kl» »nd «onderful works to the secrefs of power torn from nature, flashed its goodness, but by reason of Christ's sscnfl.a,

vaii.u. directions : loftier Dots,—even sslvetion to cur God end 
but no notes ol praise to tbs Living and tru. and unto the Lamb.’ While the Church of
God, except in the email country called Pales 
tins.

Truly it was a dark lime. We do not won- 
st the threatening of Divine Justice to come 

and smite the earth with a cures, unless a deli- 
verer should come. But be does come, “lo the 
fulness of time,” when the earth was silent in 
the solemn midnight hour. He comes, and the 
atmosphere of earth becomes vocal with the 
moat enchanting strains, and more enrapturing 
woidi ; caught first by the listening cart of 
Shepherds who watched over their flocks by 
night. “For unto you is torn this day in ilka 
City of David a Saviour, which is Chrivt the 
Lord. G.orious tidings these. Eminently ad­
apted to awaken among angels and men, the 
moat sublima and glorious doxology. “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men."

The first part of this Song, “Glory to God, 
&e., was not new to the angels, they had been 
tinging it ever since tbeir creation j but tba ad­
dition, “on ear.b, peace See.," was now utteied 
tor the first time. And we doubt not, but that 
part of tba strain gave them enjoyment superior

lions.
' Nor shall the spreading gospel rest 

Till through the world thy truth has run ; 
Till Christ has all the nation, blest.
That see the light or feel the sun."

But we must uot anticipate, on the present 
occasion, our text le ids us back in thought to 
the commencement of the first century of the 
Cnri.tiao ere. The great fundamental fact of 
CbristiaSity, —Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners ” is being constantly re­
cognised in all our official documenta and so­
cial correspondence.—Has the birthday of any 
other child, since the world began, become a 
starting point of chronology regulating the cal­
culations of so many of our race t Certainly 
not. The Deist who reject» altogether tba aton­
ing work of Jesus, believes that a man called 
Jrsue, did live in Judea at the time intimated 
in the Gospel. And although he regarde him ae 
an impostor, yet by tbe date of bil letters, ta­
citly acknowledges, that thi. impostor, has bad 
auch an it fluenoe on tbe most enlightened pé­
tions of tbe earth, as no other man aver bad.

Sirange, that the intelligence of our world, 
has not discovered the marvelous imposition I 

Looking et the subject from Ike correct stand­
point, we are not at all -surprised at tbe influ­
ence of Jesus on our national and social ar­
rangements. Our aurprue is that we are not 
more powerfully influenced by the teaching 
and Spirit of Christianity.

Tne subject before ue is of the most sublime 
nature, and challenge» tbe profound attention 
of men and angels. All proceeding events, 
however m.jestic, glorious sad important, sink 
into insignificance when compared with ibis.— 
Its emsxiog importance appear» not unless view 
ed in connection with its endlete teiulte.— 
Matters affecting seriously the Divine govern 
ment, and the eternal welfare of intelligent be­
ing», only could have rendered necessary auch 
a remarkable display of Infinite wisdom, love 
and power.

Let us glance et the moral condition of our 
race, at the period when • The Word wae made 
flesh and dwelt among ua.' Tte true worship 
of Gci bad well nigh ceased on earth. There 
were a few indeed, end but a few among tbe 
Jews who offered to God the adoration of the 
heart. Spiritaal worship was superseded, as 
alas I it is in our day to an alarming extent, by 
cold, yet, rigid formalities, Tbe spirit of pro­
phecy, and tbe aymbol of the Divine presence 
had been witheld for m*ny years. The tradi­
tion» of the elders had then taken thn place 
Of tbe commandment» of God. Ae might be 
expected tbe introduction of error in doc­
trine prepared the wey for all kind» of im­
morality. God'» own people bed forgotten Him,
• and lightly esteemed the rock oi hie salvation.
It was a gloomy time in Jewish history. The 
Sceptre—the power of government, wae just de 
parting from Judah, tbe naticn wae realises, un 
easy and discontented. Yet there wea a gener­
al expectation of a deliverer near at band,—an 
indefinite anticipation of some approaching 
event only understood by tbe faithful few who 
heartily believed, and prayerfully atudied tbe 
writing, of Motes end the Prophets. These 
plain|y perceived that the * week» ' of Daniel 
were ebout expiring, end that the signs of tbe 
times indicated the speedy advent of tbe long 
expected Meaiiah.

If tbe highly favoured people of God, bad be­
come thus demoralised, ritualistic and proud 
h ,w much more degraded sod polluted the sur­
rounding heathen nations I Scarce a doxolôfcy 
of praise caught tbe ear ol God or angels from 
our planet, except a few In the holy land, to 
called. What of Athena '/ The polite, learned, 
and populous Athens. Among tbe thirty thou­
sand gods io that city the true God was th 
unknown !

No*here could be beard such a sentiment 
that ol tbe text, “ Glory to God in the high 
eat &e." And what of tbe Roman empire, then 
in tie xenith of prosperity? Surely among 
the C«e»f* will be heard Songa of adoration 
th# King of King' Not yet. Not in the day 
of Auguitue Osar. Rome it busy in subdoing 
and governing tbe nation», importing foreign 
God», and building tbe Pantheon, a temple to 
all Qods, as tbe word meene. And what of ail 
the multitudes, inhabiting Countries ainoe called 
Germany, France, Britain and the Northern 
nations of Europe ? Alt Idolaters. There wat 
iodded re.igion among them, but it wae terrible 
in its manifestations. Human being! were of.

that realised at tbe Creatioo of this globe. 
Whether or no it b. true, 11 Tnat man at first 
lesroed Song, from ths bright angels o'er him 
ringing,” it is an undoubted fact, that when our 
race had almost ceased to give glory to God,— 
tbe glory due to hie name,” the angele came 
down and began aba Song, which then taken up 
by the Shepherd», (“for they returned praising 
and glorifying God' ) baa been eon tinned ever 
since, and now increasing in volume and string’b 
promis.» iooa to reverberate from pole to pole, 
and blending with lbs nolei of the celestial 
choir, shall produce what the exile of Patmoe 
heard in vision :

Blessing, ar d honor, and glory, and power, 
be unto Him, that eilteth upon tbe throne and 
unto the Limb for ever and ever.” Just for a 
moment contrast the present Chrinmai, with 
that alluded to in the text, and you will find 
•hat the name of the Babe of Bethlehem, 

receiving more adoration to-day, than was 
given to our Father God, for tbe mercies of 
four thousand years. And in only a few years 
after tbe eventful midnight hour, what do I bear 

Pertbians, Medea, and Elamitiea.and the dwel­
lers in M.aopotamia, and in Judea, and Capp­
adocia, in Pontua and Atia, Phrygia aad P.m- 
phylia in Egypt,; and in the parte of Lybia 
about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jewa and 
proeelytee, Crates and Arabians, speaking in 
tbeir own tongues, tbe wonderful works of 
God.’’ All these returoed to their own lands 

Glorifying and praising God," like the shep­
herds, the sentiment of tbe ang.lic song, being 
the inspiration which moved tbeir bounding 
bnaru, “Glory to God in the highest.’’

And now Dear Friands, aa we listen do we 
not hear the tame delightful strain in every di­
rection ? Europe and America lead the Song, 
which Asia and Africa had almost ceased to ting 
until recently. Harps long hung upon the wil­
lows in the venerable East, are in our dvy being 
tuned and used for the worship of the true 
God. Poor, dark, downtrodden, A trice, is bow 
almost surrounded with tbe dcxologies of Chris­
tianity. Its unknown interior it alio being ex­
plored, in order to set up the Standard of 
Emanuel.

While the teeming mitions of India and China 
are beginning to toe, with wonder end ed mira­
tion tbe light of Christianity and civilisation. 
Confucius and Brahma, receive not ell the ado­
ration of too»# lands. Jeans our Saviour, daily 
accepta the homage of grateful bear ta in those 
regions.

Tbe Islet of the Southern, es well as of the 
northern Seas, now join in the “Hallelujahs to 
God and the Limb.”

JeruBelem, long silent, «gain lifta her voice, 
The Eaitern end the Western Song are united, 
by tbe awift messenger of tbe ocean. From 
sea to see, from shore to «bore, the glad anth­
em from tbe skies, is heard from sanctified hu­
man tongues, prompted by gracious eud jubi­
lant emotions.

Deily, earth witnesses the literal fulfilment of 
the triumphant prophetic musioal exhortation 
of Israels gospel prophet. “Siag unto tbe Lord, 
e new Song, end hit praiie from tbe end of the 
earth, ye that go down to the see, and ell that 
it therein : the Islet end ell tbe inhabitants 
thereof. Let the wilderness, and the cities 
thereof lift up their voice, the villages that 
Kedar doth inhabit : let tbe inhebilante of the 
rock ting, let them about from the top of tbe 
mount»™». Let them give glory unto the Lord, 
and declare hie praise in tbe Islands.'

The Nativity ot Cbriet alone would rot have 
awakened tbe ardent doxologiee of Christendom 
except as viewed in its essentiel connection with 
hie atoning work Bethlehem's importance 
gathered from Calvary. -The Cross rather then 
the birth of Jaaua ie tbe central truth of Christi­
anity. Tbe redemption of Christ Jeans, id ell 
phases end bearings was suggested and initiated 
at the nativity. Hence the enrapturing song, 
“Glory to Gad in the highest &c/

Io the midst of the loud acclaim of thousands, 
apparently devout, let not the Church»» forget, 
that beautiful words ot adoration many remain 
after tbe spirit of devot ion baa departed. “Glory 
to God in the highest,” may peal forth Irom tbe 
well.traioedjchoir, assisted by the majestic organ, 
man's noblest instrument, while tbe reveoee of 
praite due tbe Most High, may be atolen by the 
operators. Massive and lofty Cathedral* may 
display the profound sentiment in golden letters, 
and God not be glorified.

The melody of the new beert midst scenes of 
effliction and poverty, will come up to the throne 
of tbe Mediator, with acceptance while the artis­
tic doxology fails to reach tba car of God, or 
awakeo gladoct* among the angel». May we 
not say with Hebtr,

Curiet, on eerth and in htaren, cordially unite 
with the angelic throng in singing tbe song of 
both Mosee-iti| the Lvmb, methioks the high­
est, sweetest-, and moat entrancing notes, ere 
those to the Lamb, ' who was slain for ur.'— 
‘ Worthy is the Lamb that was slaio to receive 
power, and riches and wisdom, and strength, 
and honour, and glory, and bearing.'

‘ On earth peace good will towards men.'— 
Tba coming of Christ exprera d in a moat re­
markable manner the 1 good will,' or favour of 
heaven towards mankind. When we reflect 
oc the morel state of our world, at the nativity, 
it would not have been matter of inrpriae, bad 
tba Holy One, clad bimtclf with vengeance as 
a garment, end crushed am d judgment terrors 
the rebellious race. But Hie mi.sien was peace­
ful. • God wat iu Christ reconciling the world 
unto himself.’ And wherever the goipel ie 
heard, felt, and individually obeyed, there ie 
eweetiy real'i-d, all that is contained in that 
suggestive phrase • Peace with Ood.’ Peace of 
conscience, end peace with each otter. The 
uoivereal epreai end reception of the Go.pel 
would gently yet tffeclively drive from our 
blocd-eteined globe, the murderous spirit of 
human warfare. Already ihe influence of the 
Prince of peace hat greatly checked the detire 
for bloody warfare. Two-hundred years ago 
our beloved nation, with much leu provocation 
than recently given, would have let loose the 
instruments of death and destruction, but she 
hesitated, and why ?—Listen to tbe national 
houubold song at this season of every yexr.

gather» fresh and fresher trophies in her onward 
march, philosophy will own no God that is not 
palpable to the tuneb, visible to tbe eight, obi-
dien- to tbe code which the creature would ley 1 the characters which by Hit grace they wrought 
down for hit Maker.—Enquirer and Examiner ' cut here oa earth, transfigured and perfected,

but (till tbe tame. And to make up that full

which ie ths ehannel ef God’» mercy. But though RocolIcctiODfi of ths LltO Ex* P f 0 
in themselves unworthy, and having nothing It fiident Franklin Pierce-
for the heavens, jet the scale tbit trust in Je- 1 happen.d to be in Concord on some busi- 
eus tbe Lord of Life shall beer into tbeir glory naee on tba day if the Presidential election in !

1852, when Mr. P. wae elevated ta ths Presi-

1 Hark the herald angels ring 
Glory to the new-born King.

Peace on eerth and merer mild :
God and sinners reconciled.’

Lastly, in the angelic song we clearly dircov- 
er ibe two leadirg oijects of the plan of salva­
tion,— Toe glory of Ood and the benefit of man 
The incarnat on secures both- Toe honour of 
God first, men,» eefety next. Let tbe integrity 
of God be manleined, or the univerre ie n 
wreck. Let God manifest bit sympathy nod 
good will towards our race, and be will draw 
all men unto Him. The work it done. The 
Babe ii born, * tbe Son given, the government 
it upon hit ehouldere,’ and be ie quite able to 
meet bit emergencies. ‘ The wonderful Coun­
sellor, ie training hie people, and confounding 
bit enemies. Tbe everlasting Father etiends 
to tbe interests of hit iocressing family, while 
the Prince of peace it controlling end over­
toiling the strife oi eerth for the enlargement 
of bit peaceful kingdom.

Then let os with one accord, unite our hearts 
end voices, in celebrating the, ' glories of onr 
God nnd King, the triumphs of his grace.'

4 Blessed night when first that plain 
Echoed with the joyful strain,
•Peace has come to earth again*’
Happy shepherds on whose ear 
Fell the tidings glad and dear,

God to man is drawing sear I’
Babe of weakness, can it be 
That the earth's great victory,
Is to be achieved by that >’

The Higher Glory
Tbia then is a legitimate eauie for honor 

and glory in tbe heavenly world, that Chris! 
hae taken a man into bit service, that be bat 
chosen him as aa agent to do n great end im 
portant work in the world. It is with heaven­
ly aa with earthly th nge. A man may have

any euperiort if estimated by hie talents or 
hie qualities of character, and yet Divine Pros 
idence having honored him by choosing him a • 
tbe general who has secured a nation in tba 
poieeseion of its liberties, or aa tbe statesman 
who hat carried a nation through the aboil» 
of a difficult and stormy criait, be ia justly and 
necessarily held in honor, not to much on 
his own account,or because he was the only man 
that could have achieved all this, aa because be 
is identified with great reanlta, and has been 
pieced in a commanding position. And tbua 
io honoring him we honor God. His personal 
merit may have been the email one of not shrink­
ing from bit responsibilities or not draining 
bis post, of sustaining tba burden which Prov­
idence pieced on him. The higher glory, which 
makes him to ehioe aa a separate tier is that, 
from a great number, at well or better qualified, 
be was called to do e work for Christ and for 
hit kingdom.—I. 3. WvoDty.

An Apt Reproof
One Saturday afternoon as Dr. Stanghton 

was preparing for the pulpit serties» of the fol­
lowing day, a stringer celled at hie study, and 
introduced himself aa “ Rev. Mr. Johnson.” Ho 
bad no credential», except a copy of the Minutes 

an Association, in which hit name wee given 
sach a connection aa to satisfy the doctor that 
“ hie own country be Was notjwitbout honor.” 

In the courts of eon venation it became epparont 
that Mr. J. would be willing if invited, to prreeb 

least part of the day even in Saoaon street. 
Toe dector did not feel very well, end wae desir­
ous to preserve hie strength, ae ferae possible for 
hie evening lecture, which, at many remember, 

*aa uniformly attended by admiring crowd». He 
therefore requested the “strange brother” to 
take the morniig icrvice, end received tbe 
prompt «saurai)ce that bit wish should be grati­
fied. Tradit on has preserved no account of 
that * morning service,’ except tbe fact that tbe 
yrtacher was beard. Hit voice fi led not only 
hat spacious house, but a oinle of much larger 

radius. As the doctor wae passing out, one of 
the deacons asked him what he thought of the 
étranger • ) I he it sound, he is very round," 
wae the significant reply.

On (Monday mornirg, Mr. J. requested tbe 
Dcetcr to give him a letter ef introduction to 
Rev. Mr. Heely, of Baltimore. The good man 

*aa too kind to refute altogether, and too con­
scientious to recommend • person of whom he 
knew so little. He therefore gave the applicant 
the following letter :

“ PHILADXlmiA, —, —. 
Dear Bbo-Hialt.—Tbe bearer who SAJI hia name 
J< hr,son and tayt alsoih t he Is a Baptist preacb- 
, desires me to introduce him lo your acquaintance. 

He cried aloud end «pored not in my puipit yester­
day, and If you should find It eon von lent to lot him 
preach for you, ko will lift up hia voiee amoag you. 

Kvor affectionately,
W, SracoxTtuf.

The Warm Hand of Sympathy.
“ HE CAN BE TOllCHkD."

Till we have r>fleeted on it, we ere scarcely 
aware how mach the ium of human happiness 
in this world it itdebted to this one feeling— 
sympathy. We get cheerfulness and vigor, we 
scaresly know how or when, from mers associa­
tion with our fcllow-Man, and from the looks 
reflected on ue of gladness and enjoyment. We 
catch inspiration and power to go on, from 
human presence end from cheerful looks. The 
workman works with added energy having othtrs 

The fall family eirole baa a strength and a 
life peculiarly its own. The substantial good 
end the eff«etnal relief which men extend to one 
it trifling. It it not by those, but by something 
far lees costly that the work ie done. God bee 
insured it by a much more simple machinery. 
He bee given to tbe weakest end poorest, pow­
er to contribute largely to tbe oommon stock of 

Tbe child’s smile nod laugh, i 
iighly powers ia this world. When bereave­

ment bee left you desolate, what substantial be­
nefit is there which makes condolence acceptable? 
It cannot riplice the loved ooea yon bava lost 

can bestow upon you nothing permanent 
But n warm hand bis touched jours, and its 
thrill told yon that there wea a living response 
there to your emotion. One look, one human 
sigh, has done more for you thee the costliest 
present could convey.— Thoughts for Weary 
Hours.

summed eompietetese, will be gisen to them at 
once lb# perfection of all the various stages 
through which they peeeed on earth. Tbe per­
fect men ia tbe beeveoe will include tbe graces 
of childhood, the energies of youth, the Mead- 
faatneee of manhood, tbe ealmoeee of old sga ; 
as on tropical trees, blooming in mote fertile 
soil, and quickened by a nearer sun then outs, 
you mey tee at ooea hud, bleeeem, and fruit— 
the expectancy ef spring, end tbe materer pre­
mie# of summer, and the fn!filled fruit on of au­
tumn—hangirg together on the unexhausted 
bough.—Ibid.

Remedy for Grumbling.
The sovereign and infallible remedy for all 

our complaints ie n heetihiir nod more abund­
ant spiritual life. Every attempt to eubetitnle 
it muet end in disappointment- With this, min­
ister» would give no occasion for dissatisfaction, 
and hanrera would neither find nor be disposed 
to make any. A healthy life ia a joyous life. 
It gites a annoy nnd pleasing taped to every­
thing around ee | aid it makes its subjects plea­
sant sod genial. It ie bad blood in the veins 
tVwf makes people nervous, irritable, and misan­
thropie. Health too, promote! vigour, end 
strength compels man to find or devise some work 
la do. Tbe most unbearable grumblers are 
those who do nothing. Idlers are elweje iooor- 
rigibli greener», but busy bauds have no lime 
or inclination to notice, much lias censure the 
little felling» of others.

More of the mind of Cbriet ; a closer walk 
with Ood i a draper and more eoneieunt piety | 
tbit is the panacea for all our personal and re­
lative maladie» —Rev. W. Tutsr.

•• Richer by far ia the heart'» adoration. 
Dearer to God are tbe prayers of tbe peer.’

Our text teaches that tbe incarnation of tbe 
Son of God, with its redemptive results, it 
only associated with tba glory of God’ hot that

St. Paul on Han’ Hill.
Save the incidents in tbe earthly rojourn of 

our Saviour, there ie no incident of brighter 
interest to the scholar, or of deeper significance 
to the Christian, than that striking scene whan 
Paul stood on Mere’ Hdl end spoke to tbe 
Athenians. Tbe 'mind osn summon nothing 
grander than the spectacle of that inspired 
speaker—standing, as it were, on tbe dividing 
line between the Night that bad bean, and tba 
day that was to be—amid gleaming pillar#, and 
living statues, and matchless temples, surround, 
ed by all tbe glorious evidences of the genius and 
grandeur of Greece i and yet uudaxxltd by the 
triompha and trophies of bumin power, eti 
dmg up in the simple, but irrea alibi# strength 
wherewith be wee endued to confront and eon 
found the disciples of all system» and of every 
philosophy inconsistent wiib the Gospel be eai 
to deliver—with two wot da, Christ nnd the Res­
urrection, answering Plato, “ What ia V irtue't 
answering Pilate, “ What it Truth ?” with a lew 
short, simple sentences, rolving iotricaciis which 
had vexed the touls of rage» for centuries, dia- 
» jiving at ent blow tbe magic of 

—•'all tbe schools
Of Acsdew-ie», old and new with thoee 
Surnamed Peripatetics, and the sect 
Epicurean, and the etoic aevcrel”

and as “bis spirit stirred in him," crushing tike 
the touch of an earthquake shock, that embodi­
ment of all idolatries, the altar to the “unknown 
God.'

Thai divinely taught aa to “Him in whom we 
live, end move, and have our bring j” urged to 
“seek tbe Lord, if beply they might feel after 
him and find him, though he be ml far frci 
every one of ue," it might have been hoped that 
proud philosophy might have conferaed its im-

Youth’s Relish of Life-
Youth has mostly a certain keenness of relish 

for life wbieh vanishes only too soon. There 
are plenty of our young men, end women too, 
of this day, no doubt who are ae blasé end 
wearied before they ere out of their teens ee if 
they ware fifty. So much the sadder for them, 
so much the wone for the social state which 
breeds such monsters. For monsters they are : 
there ought to be iu youth i sense of fresh won. 
dsr undiminiehed by familarhy, tbe absence of 
etatiety, a joy ia joyful thing», breauee they are 
new ae well aa gladsome. The poignancy of 
three early delight» cannot long survive. Cus­
tom stales them all, aad wraps everything in its 
robe of ashen grey. We get used to what wae 
ones to fresh end wonderful, end do not care 
very moeh about anything any more. We smile 
pitying emiles, sadder then any tears, at‘boyish 
enthusiasm,' and aomalim. » plume ouraalvas on 
having coma to 'year» which bring the philo­
sophic mind,’ end all tbe while we know that we 
have lost a great gift, which eao never come beck 
any more, here.—Madam.

Heavenly Character Revealed in 
Christ

There ia in Rome an elegant freico by Guido 
—Ike Aurora. It covers a lofty ceiling. Look­
ing up at it from the pavement, yonr nrck glow» 
stiff, yonr bead d'xxy, and the flgurie indistinct. 
You icon tire and turn away. The owner oi 
the place has placed a broad mirror near the 
floor. You may now ait down before it aa at a 
table, and at your leisure look into the mirror, 
and enjoy the Ireeeo that ie above yon. There 
ia no more wearioeea, nor iodiatinetnaaa, nor 
dissions.

So God bai brought otherwise inaccessible 
celestial troth to our world through Jems 
Chris'. In him, aa in a glass, we may behold 
th# glory and truth and grace of God. He ii 
himself “the Truth.” Like the Rospiglioeo 
mirror beneath tbe “Aurora,” Christ rtfl'Cta tba 
excellency ef beevenly character. In all mar­
tial element! be was oo earth what they are in 
heaveu. And through him we may not only 
know what the sainte there ate, but be aaaurtd 
that “we shall be like him for we shall tee him 
aa he ie.”—Sunday School Journal.

To Move the Heart
The Scripterel philosophy oi Christian expe- 

perieoee ie very beautiful. If you would excite 
or test tte presence of any emotion, ie the 
heart, yoe mast bring before the understanding 
the truth which tend» to excite or eell forth th»t 
emotion. You can never, by mere set of your 
own will, eell the»» emotions into play. Just ae 
when yon would have me love your friend, end 
when, out ef regard fer yoe, 1 with to do lt| jet 
1 eenoot at yonr bidding love whom you love. 
But you toll me of hie many noble qualities, and 
recite the story of hie noble and generous deeds 
and while I listen to thee# truth», my beert 
wme in aaieon with your», towards your friend. 
So while the gospel toi g ion ie e religion of the 
heart, and leys all stress on the affections, it nev­
er assumes that sinners, by a mere volition, cao 
make tbemaelvee love Christ, end tbe Spirit end 
the Father. Bet it telle you the woederlol story 
of Christ's generous act, and the Spirit'» kind 
moving», and the Father's yearning compassion 
that, as you listen, the affections of love shall be 
awakened ia the heart.—Eobinson.

it is adapted and designed to bring to Hie | pretence, might have stooped iu head and vail-

Perpetual Youth
I need not panes to speak of other character­

istic» ol that period of life—each as its enthusi­
asm, its life by impulse rather than by reason, 
ita buoyant energy, end dr light in action. All 
these gifts, to little esred for when possessed, so 
often misused, to irrevocably gone with a few 
brief yean, so bitterly bewailed, will sorely be 
found again, where God keeps all the treasures 
He gives end a e let fell For transient enthusi­
asm, heaven will give ee back a fervour of love 
like that of the seraphs, that have bunted before 
His throne uncoo turned and undecaying for un­
known ages. For a life of inetroctive impulse, 
we shall then receive a life io which impulse it 
ever parallel wi h tbe highest law, and doing 
only what wa would, we shall do only what we 
ought. For energy which wane» as the years 
wax, and delight ia action which ia toon worn 
down into mechanical routine of toil, there ia 
bestowed etrergth akio to Hie who 'faicteth not 
neither is weary.' All tbet maletity-and oid age 
robbed ue of it given back in nobler form. All 
tbe limitation and waakneri which they brought, 
the coldness, tbe mototony, tbe torpor, tbe 
weariness—all shall drop away. Bet we shall 
keep all tbe precious things they brought ue. 
None of the onlm wisdom, tbe ripened knowledge 
the full^iummed experience, the powers of service

The Golden Wheel.
A mother in Israel ley on her cc fils-pillow. 

Within tbe still,white hinds were pieced a dust­
er of her favorite flowers, end in its center a 
few head» of ripened, golden wheat. What 
a beautiful emblem of that finished Christian 
life on earth ! What a type too, of the gold­
en harvest she had gathered for the Master 
in these toilsome earth-plaint.

Like * a shock of corn fully rips ’ she bed 
been gathered into the. heavenly garner».

Who cannot recall the he# of such so aged 
mint be has loved and watched through the 
last fading years, and whoea memory ie like 
a breath from 4 the garden of spies» ?’

The doting years of Clara J’s life were tike a 
mellow sunset. Though the bad ocoe been a 
woman of commending address and high spirit, 
one of tbe meet merited features cl her man­
ner wee her extreme gentleness. Yon would 
scarcely bear b«r footfall, ae ah# moved about 
the bouse, and even the cloving of a door re­
seated this peculiarity, Her word# ware at 
ways golden. Ido not remember ever bearing 
an idle one fall from her lip». If any one waa 
aad or «offer»*, hen wee a heart tbit could 
ever sympathise and suggest soma cbverieg 
viaw, tome bright out-look, for tbe darkened 
spirit.

When effaneee came aha bore lbam meekly, 
a bright smile radiant with baavta'a own light, 
ever filling her sweet grey eyes. She nmtm. 
bared tbe rule about 4 seventy time# seven,' 
when tbe puience of every one cite wae worn 
ont with some persistent offender. Deelh seem­
ed to her only traoeletion to bet Father's house,

Oh what a contrast to old nge without reli­
gion I All the old, unsubdued corruptions of 
the heart growing and etteegtheoiog with yean. 
Who would dwe wh • dresry elose of lift t

d«ccj. I hid never met this gemiemsn, end in 
common with otbsn I hid a ttrorg curiosity to 
sen the Individual of whom everybody wae say­
ing, •' Who is Franklin Pierce ? *

Hi» election wae e foregone conclusion, and 
hia friends in Concord had, by subscription, 
raised quite a sum of money for gunpowder and 
Artworks for an evening demonstration.

Ht spent the day quietly in en inner room of 
hia law office, while aU ever tbe country the 
little bite of paper, tike snow-flakes, were drop­
ping into tbe boxes, nil tbe quivering wiree 
were returning the resell», which, at they cm» 
in, were passed to him through a little aperture 
in the partition.

When the result waa fioa.ly known acd an­
nounced, ha, with much emotion, simply re­
marked—“ There is a providence in it,” and 
than asked, aa a personal faver, that no d< mon­
stration be made at all t and not a gun was fired, 
nor a bell rung io the village, but the money 
raised was given to the poor. Of courea, Con­
cord at oco# became the | olitical Mecca of the 
country, sod every train came loaded wilhiEce- 
teskart, and men anxious to give advice to tbs 
Coming Mao. But for days Mr. Piarce could 
not ba found ; was be dead ? hid he bean kid­
napped ? had ha abacoudtd ? Bat Saturday 
brought him home. Ou the early mornirg tram, 
following the élection, ho had quietly elipptd 
away alone, and goal to Hillsboio’ to ths old 
bouts where hi was burn, sod there, io aileoca 
end solitude, cemmuoed with hia own thought». 
Wa would like much to lift the veil, to look in 
upon him during those four or Use deys—the 
lest q list h» wae denticed to or joy until bit 
present rest in tbe grave. Whet thought» were 
hie in those hours of eelf-eommuning. Toe 
barefooted plough-boy—the President of the 
Doiled Slat. » I W bat a change I Thera be ro­

sined until Saturday, when he returned to 
Concord. Some of tbe workeis in thia busy 
hive “ build better then they know i” other, 
kroe better than they build. Of this latter 
data was Mr. P. He purposed and planned 
great and worthy deeijs j ha would alavata poli­
tics ; he would lave h|a country ; be would leave 
a name which men would revere and bleat. Ua 
believed God bad acteething for him to sceom- 
plitb, sod would aid him in doing it. Hit pur­
poses held until be reached Washington, when 
immediately Franklin P.croa link from tight, 
•od Jefferson Davis advanced to tbe foot-light». 
Evidently thia scheming and wary politician waa 
to take the principal part in the opening farce.

But 1 did not ait duwo to review the adminis- 
lion of President Pierce, but to sketch aome re­
miniscences of hit life presinus to bit election to 
the Presidency.

Your reader* know that Mr. Piarce waa a 
smber of tba United S.atea Senate from New 

Hampshire, and that hi resigned hia aaal after 
a abort term of service, and came borna. It was 
a matter of surprise to bis friend», and probably 
the true reason was «ever publicly known. Mr 
Piero» professed to have experienced a change of 
heart while at Washington, acd came boms with 
the intention of becoming a Methodist preacher.

While io Coocord at tbe time referred to 
above, 1 visited Prof. Veil of the Concord Bibli­
cal loatitute, and bid seme manuscript letters 
put into my tends, writ tea, aome of them at 
least, by parsons of my acquaintance, aod among 
them one from Rav. O. Cook man, who waa lest 
in tba ateamar President, addressed to Rav. Mer­
ritt Caldwell, who waa an intimate acquaintance 
of Mr. Pieros, he having boarded ia tbe Cald' 
well family, when teaching school in tba Granite 
State io hie younger deys. 1 was so much in­
terested in Mr. Cotkman'a letter, tbet 1 took a 
copy of it, which ia' now lying in my portfolio. 
He says, 44 I have just at joyed a memorable 
interview with Senator Pierce of your Stale. 
Ha cams to me ur.dir deep acd powerful con­
victions of the Spirit of Ood. He earnestly 
aaktd my prayers, and wa kneeled together ia 
my parlor, while 1 commended him to God. He 
expressed tbe strongest determination to be 
coma a Christian and to divot# the remainder 
of hia life to tbe service of Ood. I think a letter 
from you mey prove to him a great blessing.’ 
Mr. Cookman waa, at the time of writing thia 
latter, tba popular Chaplain of tba Houaa of 
Rspresaotativaa in Congress.

After reading thia letter, I resolved to eell 
upon tba President elect. A friend kindly 
offered to accompany me, sod give me an intro­
duction. We accordingly called Sabbath even 
ing, and bad a abort, but very agreeable inter­
view, but ai a number of persons ware present, 
I could not broach the sutj-ct of the Cookman 
letter. But, on leering. Mr. P. invited me to 
call St hia room et the Eigle Hotel, where be 
proposed to receive bit friends and visitors. 
Calling early in ths mornirg, most fortu­
nately, 1 found him entirely alone and wan 
to cordially] received, as to be put entirely 
at my ease. Mr. F ece wat sociable, chatty even, 
and spoke ol his past life with great freedom. 
He waa particularly fond of referring to eminent 
preecberi whom he had beard, and particularly 
of J. N. Msffit, of whole style be gave an illus­
tration.

I asked him which of lbs two ko considered 
the greater orator, Mi flit or Cookman. “ Ah,' 
arid he, “ Mr. Co. kmau waa the grea'est 
preacher I ever listened to ; he was ■ real orator. 
I sleays took every opportunity of listening to 
him while in Washington.” 1 then calltd ht
attention to Mr. Uookman’i letter, sod asked 
him if at the lime be thought he bad expeli 
enerd regeneration. Tbia ha parried by laying, 
“ O, Brother Cookman lays it on rather thick— 
but I waa never ao much interested in any man 
as in Mr. Cockasn f and this at least I will con­
fess, I went all through the winter to prayer sod 
clan meeting! in Dr* Sewell’s cellsr-kiiehen on 
C St." " An ! ” ba added, " Mr. C. was a most 
powerful preacher.]' Whet, in the spring, be 
resigned bit sect acd came boms, he attended 
church with the Methodists, but the poop » were 
probably a tittle afraid of him, aod his wife could 
sot consent to become a Methodist, aad be at

last went back lo the South Congrvga'icnal 
Church io Concord, end gradually gave up the 
eor.fi c*. Sad fact in his history. Had he but 
carried out h e purpose, expressed to a promi­
nent clergyman of Nrw Hampshire, chat a 
change it would have wrought in his life and 
character. •• When 1 rtsigned uij seat in the 
Senate, I did it wnh Ibe lull intent oa of be­
coming a Method's! preacher." Suvh wat bis 
language, such bis decitioo. Alas for human 
frailty and indecision I Let us gits the depart­
ed credit for all tbe good thebe was in him, acd 
cover bit faults with the mantis of charily.— 
Zton’s Herald. M. V.

Y Presently.
Never sty jou mill do presently what y nr 

reaton or jour conicivaca tails you you should 
do now.

No man rvrr shapes bil own dva'iny or tbe 
destinies of ether», wise r and well, who die!» 
much iu prwawotiiee. Nature never poetpt nve. 
When the time arrives for the buds to open, 
they tpen—for tbe leaves to fa l, th-y tall. Look 
upward. The shining worlds never put < ff their 
risings or their sittings. The comets even, erra­
tic aa they are, keep their appointment» : and 
eolipiea are always punctual to tte minute.— 
There etc to deleft in any of the movement# 
of the universe.which have been predetermined 
by the absolute wii. of the Creator. Viocrerii- 
oation among tba atari might involve the de­
struction of inoumersble systems ; procrastina­
tion in the operations of natuia on this earth, 
might result in lamina, pestilence, and the blot­
ting out of the human race. Mao, however, 
being a Ira# agent, cao postpone tbe perform­
ance of hit duty ; and ba does so, too frequently 
to hie own destruction. The drafts drawn by 
indolence upon lha future are pretty sure to 
be dishonored. Make now yi ur banker. Do 
out aey you will economist presently, for pres­
ently you may be bankrupt ; cor you will re­
pent aad make atonement presently, for presently 
you mey be judged. Beer in mind the impor­
tant fact, taught alike by the history of i auons, 
rulers and private individuals, that in at lent 
three cases cut of fits, pnaeully Is too lata.— 
Spectator.

The Han who lived Uiefhlly
A traveler waa pasa.ng through Alston, in 

Slaffurdshiti, a year or two liter, and observ­
ed Ihe shops closed aa generally on tbe Sib 
hath.

Presently a funeral came by, which was at­
tended by the c ergy, and other minister» of re­
ligion, tbe magieuatev aod many of lha respect- 
able lohab.iaata of the town. Who could the 
distinguished person be lu whose memory such 
token» of pub io respect ware paid 9 {It was 
John E'her edge, an utmsriiad man of tighiy- 
fonr years of age, who bad recently d ed in the 
seme house io which he bad lived from bis 
birth. He kept a liais shop In wbieh he sold 
various small articles of iror m ingery, toys for 
children, marbles and other preiiy matter | 
and also Bibles, and raligious tracts, and hoiks. 
Ha expended nine or ten «hillings a week up- n 
himself and devoted all lb# rest of hit profits 
to works of piety and humanity. Among other 
waya of doing goud, he used to go out a little 
before ohuicb lime, and if ba law a man loit­
ering about the street, would get into conver­
sation with him and taka him to eburch, end 
having found him,» seat, would set out to seek 
for other loiterers.

Thus lived John E hsredga, to whom these 
honors were shown. A monument to bit me­
mory it erected by pub lo subscription, or is 
about to be, in tba churchyard of ths loan.— 
J. A. James.

A Beautiful Figure
Life ia like a fountain fed by a thousand 

streams that parish if one be dried. It Is a 
silver chord twisted with a thousand strings, that 
part asonder if one be broken. Thought!»## 
mortals are surrounded by innumerable dangers, 
which make it much more string# that they 
escape ao long, than that tkey almuat all perish 
aaddenly at last. We are encompassed wiib 
accidents every day to crush the decaying lane- 
meats we iahabit. Tbe scads of d «ease aia 
planted in our constitution! by nature. The 
earth and atmosphere whence we drew tbe 
breath of life, are imprégnai ad with death aod 
health ia made to operate It» own dtetiuct on. 
Tba food that nourishes contains the element of 
daeey i tbe soul that animates it by sislfy.og, 
first tends to wear it out by IU own action j 
death lurks ia ambush along lha paths. Not­
withstanding tbia truth it ao palpably eonflrmed 
by the daily example before our ayes, bow little 
do we lay it to heart I We see out friaoda and 
neighbor» die, but bow seldom does it occur to 
our thoughts, tbit our knell may give the next 
warning to the world.

Incomprehensible.
There are throe things supremely ioccmpie- 

beneibls : T me, distance, velocity. Of time 
we ere always iu possessors but never possess-s 
it. The pest is gone, tba present it going, end 
the future has to corns to us. As lor dis’aote 
wa may indeed gets into ita realms, but who 
can minute ita profundity but Him whom the 
“heaven of heavens eenoot contain ?” Science 
makes the brain roil aa it seeds down iu sound­
ing lines, but whet they bring up ie but seed 
groins from the lathomleii caves aod vaster im­
mensities of eternity's ocean. And of velocity 
we pause utterly confounded at tbs idea of light 
moving twelve million» of miles in a minute, and 
•weeping down to ua from Atari to into e that 
it takas 35.000 years to accomplish tbe journey.

ReTIKXD List —It his been suggested by a 
class-leader of thirty years experience, tbs’ a 
retired list be prepared.™ every Methodist 8 j- 
ciaty, for all thoee who have not grace enough 
to attend clua-meeticgs Just as in our army 
rolls, tba ineffective are retired, receiving short 
ratiooe, to be res lord again when effective ; so 
in the Cboreb, those belt aod Isma a d wo 1 ily 
ooea may be all put on a separate lilt, looked 
afiar faithfully by tba paator aod memb-rs, and 
their names tuns fined to the sffsotiya ranks aa 
fiat aa they baeoma aptritual enough to attend 
the claai-maeling.—Pacific Ch. Ad.
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