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take him to some place of safety. Vo
purpose then, for which I have travel:
all these miles will remain unacco-,
plished. On the other hand, it o
rests with yourself that your brother -
Armand—shall be free to go off to-nip .t
if you like to England, or any otl.r
place of safety.”’

Marguerite could not utter a sound, ..
the handkerchief was wound very tight
round her mouth, but Chauvelin wug
peering through the darkness very clos-
ly into her face; no doubt too her hang
gave a responsive appeal to hiis last su.-
gestion, for presently he continued :—

‘““ What I want you to do to ensure
Armand’s safety is a very simple thing,
dear lady.”’

““ What is it ?"’ Marguerite’s hand
seemed to convey to his, in responee.

““ To remain—in this spot, without ut-
tering a sound, until I give you leave to
speak. Ah ! but I think you will obey,"
he added, with that funny dry chuckle of
his, as Marguerite’s whole figure seemeqd
to stiffen, in defiance of this order, “‘for
let me tell you that if you scream, nay !
if you utter one sound, or attempt to c o
move from here, my men—there are thirty
of them about—will seize St. Just, de
Tournay, =and their two friends, and
shoot them here—by my orders—before
your eyes.”’

Marguerite had listened to her impla-
cable enemy’s speech with ever-increasing
terror. Numbed with physical pain, she
yet had sufficient mental vitality in her
to realize the full horror of this terrible
‘‘either—or’’ he was oncCe more putting
before her ; an ‘‘either—or’’ ten thousand
times more appalling and horrible, than
the one he had suggested to her that
fatal night at the ball.

This time it meant that she should
keep still, and allow the husband she
worshipped to walk unconsciously to his
death, or that she should, by trying to
give him a word of warning, whidh per-
{ haps might even be unavailing, actually
give the signal for her own brother’'s
oo M ”» death, and that of three other unsuspect-

' ing men.
n e]ll 9 Ia_n pa . She could not see Chauvelin, but she
i —") could almost feel those keen, pale eyes of
his fixed maliciously upon her helpless
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A Her thoughts in a whirl, her t,emplest
aching, her nerves paralyzed;, her body - |
numb with pain, Marguerite sat there,
in the darkness which surrounded her as
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Chauvelin  removed the handkerchief
from her mouth. She certainly did not
8Cream : at that moment she had no
strength to do anything but barely to
hold herself upright, and to force herself
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this awful stillness she could not tell how
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she saw nothing : she did not feel the
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