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tion, the other day, to the Agricultural College
at Guelph, should do something towards focussing
the attention of those who give direction and
vitality to the Provincial school system, upon
the institution which Dr. James Mills gave the
best years of his life to promote, and which must
ever be the greatest monument to his achieve-
ments. That institution, now under the enthus-
iastic guidance of President Creelman, has reached
a status where it plays a large part, necessarily,
in the educational scheme of the Province. It is
not to be classed as a farmer’s technical school
only, or solely an institution where the ever-press-
ing problems of agriculture are grappled with and
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tary solved, for, let it be understood once and for all,
that there is no agricultural millennium at hand.
rRADE, History but repeats itself, and every period will
' furnish its quota of agricultural difficulties. The
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0. A. C. was once not inaptly described, by the
Hon. James Young, under the ideal of a great
agricultural university, in order to express
conception of the extent and importance of
plans, privileges and purposes.
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The new Education Act, recently introduced in
the Ontario Legislature, makes provision for an
Advisory Council, on which ‘* all branches of edu-
cation are to be represented.”” By all means, the
Province should see to it that the President of the
Agricultural College has a seat upon that Board,
and a direct voice in the educational councils of
Ontario,

The Act referred to also involves the abolition
of the present city and county model schools, and
the establishment, by September, 1907, of addi-
tional normal schools to keep up the supply of
public-school teachers for the Province. The ex-
isting normal schools at Ottawa, Toronto and
London turn out probably 250 teachers annually,
and the School of Pedagogy at Hamilton some-
thing over 100 more. According tp Provincial
statistics, we have some 6,000 public rural school
teachers in Ontario, and 3,500 in cities, towns and
incorporated villages., The rolls of the latter
Wwill no doubt also include a good number of
Pupils from farm homes. Now, with these signi-
ficant facts in mind, and without going into any
analysis of the objects and methods of education,
are we not justified in asking, in an agricultural
Province like Ontario, suffering as it is, from want
of agricultural population, that in the profession-
al training of those 6,000 rural-school teachers,
they should, by every possible and legitimate
means, receive an equipment which will make
their work touch real things and conditions, and
set up and maintain a relation of sympathy with
the people with whom they are to live, and whose
children they are to train. The rural public
school should develop an intelligent appreciation
of the farm, outdoor life, and the things of na-
ture, One of the most effective ways in which
things can be done is by promoting a closer
of the teacher-training business with the
great institution at Guelph, which now happily in-
cludes the Macdonald Institute. This Institute has
already been and educational Mecca for large num-
bers of Canadian teachers, who have enjoyed and

profited by its advantages.
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The Government can
a real boon upon the farm life of Ontario
the teaching profession by boldly deciding
as large as possible a share of the normal-
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school work of the Province should be done in a
training school in close touch with the Agricultur-
al College. We do not lack for precedents, il

brecedents be needed. Nova Scotia, ever to the

ductiveness of that country. But it is not that
the normal teachers-in-training should take actual
courses in agriculture, but rather from the in-
direct contact with the splendid institution and
its student body of rising agriculturists, whose
aims and efforts center about the farm and farm
life, which, every June, is visited by 30,000 or
40,000 farm visitors, and a smaller host in De-
cember, with an intermittent contingent of visit-
ing experts in agricultural education from all
over the world. There is here, too, the oppor-
tunity to observe the ideal of rural education, as
realized in the consolidated school alongside the
College grounds. It is under such circumstances
and conditions that teachers for rural schools
should be privileged to get their pedagogical
training. Unbound by tradition, and unhamper-
ed, let us hope, by any local contingencies, we
trust the Ministers of Education and of Agricul-
ture will be enable to give effect to an education-
al consummation devoutly to be wished. ’

Grow More Corn.

Ensilage -corn_annually gr'ovim'_,in favor with
Ontario farmers.
age crop, and the silo enables us to preserve it
with little wasto, and in first-class_condition fo
early or late winter feeding. A silo of corn
would increase the stock-carrying capacity of mobt
farms by from 15 per ‘cent., upwards. To put it
in another light,.the man who ‘erects a silo mdy
keep as much stock as before, and yet sell enough
hay each year to pay for the cost of building it.
Indirectly, the growing of corn increases the fer-
tility of the farm. Its ideal preparation. is a
winter-manured sod, and the summer cultivation
given it puts the inverted sod ir first-class con-
dition for a grain crop to be reseeded to clover.

It is sometimes argued that corn must be hard
on the land. This is hardly correct. Corn de-
rives from the atmosphere the carbon and hydro-
gen which go to make up its fattening constit-
uents, and, while it also draws upon the soil,
the bulk of the elements of fertility wh_ich it ob-
tains therefrom is returned to the land in the
form of manure made by the silage-fed stock, thus
increasing, rather than diminishing the available
soil fertility. Corn is not a legume, and there-
fore not . a nitrogen-gathering soil-restorer like
clover and alfalfa, but it works well in a short
rotation, making the conditions favorable for suc-
ceeding crops of clover, combined with which it
also makes a number one balanced ration in feed-
ing. Corn and clover should go together both
on the farm and in the feed-lot. Wherever we find
an old sod torn up and planted to corn for the
silo, we expect better-fed stock, increased fertility,
progress and profit.

While corn requires considerable labor,
fits in nicely with the remainder of the farm
work. Plan{ing comes after the rush of seeding,
the summer cultivation keeps man and horses em-
ployed to good purpose during June, and harvest-
ing is accomplished with despatch by means of
corn binder and steam-driven cutting-box with
blower attachment. No crop is more promptly

and satisfactorily disposed of.

The corn belt is extending. Early varieties,
careful preparation of seed-bed, and shallow sum-
mer cultivation, enable us to mature it in north-
ern sections and on heavy soils formerly thought
hopelessly unsuitable. In fall-plowed sod, corn
will thrive on quite hard clay if given frequent
summer tillage, to prevent the formation of a
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eighteen on twenty tons of swill. -
time, quantity should not be
general, the late kinds, having & I
period, yield the best, One shoul
deavor to plant a variety, the
ordinarily, at least, comes to a. .
stage before frost in his locality.: #
seed is to be preferred, if obtainable.
planting, - test the seed for Wﬁ‘a :
tions have been given in oiir Farm Dép
and readers are referred to them. - 1€
nation’ is defective, get other seed. ‘Tn'"
which show a poor germinating ‘
kernels which do sprout will ‘almo
vigor, to a certain m
seeds will cause misses, an
pensive in a crop which receives. s
and work as corn. - ERAI A
The seed-bed should be mellow, wearm
This condition . is best ‘obtained by early:
peated tillage with spike harrow, disk,
spring-tooth. - A stroke ‘of the harrow
as the ground becomes dry . enough.
will ‘prevent clod ' formation.” ' An/
stroke afterwards will, conserve, moisture
the ground in - such -condition that w
seed-bed can be prepared at any !i,!.‘ff&;;
much easier to prevent the ation of ¢l
than to reduce them after they are formed
Lhe land is to be spring-plowed, follow. ach
plowing with roller’ and harrow, to compress
soil and form a dust mulch, thus conser ing ma
ture and hastening .the_ fermentation. of man

and sod undernea,th,u b ,
Planting is done rather earlier, s, tha

in thé old days, but as corn is &  heat-lo

plant, and is stunted by a cold, wet spell, it |

well, we believe, to wait until prospeets.of
corn weather.! “In ‘Central and ‘B’iﬁ%ﬂhﬁm
this may be any timeé after May 16th. 7o ilot. )
How to sow—whether in'hills .or drills<3is g
matter on which opiniontis divided. " T¢'{s "B
lieved  that, with an ‘equal’ améunt 'of seed '{n -
each case, hills will give ‘s slghtly ‘larger " per-
centage of ears. Planting in hills requires’ more -
time to get the crop in, but' this is almost hﬁ&d ;
up by the greater facility in harvesting, ‘if hoe or
sickle is used. . Hill-planted “éorf may be eulti-
vated both ways; weeds kept down better, and 4.
more complete ‘dust. mulch -may’ be ‘maintained:
Drilling the corn saves time in planting, enshles
one to sow a strip at a time, as may be :jires
pared, and does not necessitate a Iot ‘of extra
Wwork in re-marking tbe field, jn case a heavy
rain comes before the field is' all''done. © T 'the
land is in first-class condition, and‘a ‘man ' is
Prepared to attend well to the summer cultiva-
tion, planting in drills will prove ‘satisfactory.
On a weedy field Plant in- hills.
an ordinary ten-hoe grain drill,
Spouts but the third ones’ from el
late the thickness on a smooth roadway, so'that =
a kernel is dropped every. 9 or 10 inches. ' Much = |
corn is still sown too thickly.  ‘Thin sowing i
Means strong, rich stalks, and numerous ' large
éars. Thick sowing means sappy growth ‘and' in-
ferior silage.  Better grow a little fess Statks
Der acre. and save next winter's feed bill! " Hing
42 inches apart should have, on - an_avera o
about three stalks, if intended for husking, .and , .
four or five if intended for the silo. },‘: s
Perbaps the most important factor iy Succes
S -summer cultivation. 'E‘#? :
ith weeder, scuffler, or two-hoss
increased yield,
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