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FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

little honey, or else too little of it where the
bees have ready access to it; or improper
ventilation. I have seen many lost from all
these causes, never from any other. Invery
cold climates, bees remain in a semi-torpid
state, and do not consume as much honey as
in warmer countries, where many bright,

sunny days, tempt the bees from the hives, to |.

which they do pot return; and as no young
bees are reared at thatseason to replace them,
the numbers are reduced, and they are un-
able to maintain the requisite heat when
severe weather occurs.

Some hives are 86 atsanged that even when
there is honey sufficient, it is so located that
the heat from the cluster of bees does not
reach it, and it is cold and frosty, so that
bees perish in attempting to get it in severe
weather. Nothing is co'der than sealed honey
and too much of this in that part of the hive
where the beés cluster should be avoided.

In order to secure the safety of bees dur-
ing winter, a little management in fall is
necessary, both as regards the quantity of
honey and the size of the cluster. By weigh-
ing a number of strong colonies one season,
I ascertained that the average consumption
was : In October, four pounds: November,
four and a half pounds; December, two and
a half pounds ; January, three pounds ; Feb-
ruary, three and a half pounds: March, five
pounds; and April, seven and a half pounds.
This would vary much with season and lodal-
but affords a guide, Judging from this.
no colony is safe that does mot contain at
least thirty pounds of honey, when the bees
cease gathering in the fall. If they have
more than this, it will be no loss, for bees
are not gluttons, and never consume un-
necessarily. It often happens in the fall
that wo find some hives short of stores, with
plenty of bees, while others have an abund-
ance of honey, but too few bees.  If left thus,
neither are safe, but united they make one
All hives sbould be ex
amined soon after the firstsevere frost, their
state ascertained, and such as are not safe
united ; two poor colonies being put to-
gether, or one that is weak aided from one
that is strong. Where movable frames are
used, it isa simuple matter to put one or
more combs of honey from a hive that can
spare it into one that is short, or to unite
the combs of two. poor ones. If a little

weetened water, with some strong essence

it, is sprinkled over the bees before thef'
are united, they will not quarrel, nor will
they 1f the precaution be taken to remove
the queen from one of the colonies a few
days previous to uniting them. The case
with which bees can be examined and aided
in movable-comb hives, is one great argu-
ment for their general use.

If bees are in ‘‘ gums’’ or box-hives, two
of the same size may be united, when
necessary, by turning one bottom upward,
and placing the other upon it. Thus treated,
the bees will in a few days unite into one
colony. and if it is done early in the fall, the
honey from one will all be carried into the
combs of the other hive, and they form one
good colony.

On the approach of winter, all hives, of
whatever form, should be 'ca:rr‘ied to a dry,
dark cellar, not too warm if it is possible : or
to some out-building, where they can be
kept sheltered and dark. The object of
thus protecting them is principally to save
honey, as bees consume full one-third less

and it is nccessary to

leave thom oR their summer stands, the ene

.od in a comfortably war ' astonished listener.
when housed in a comfortably warm place. If|ast

* this is not possible,

trance should face north, 2nd a few boards
or a shock of corn-fodder or straw, thrown
about the hive to protect from the sun rather
than cold. If they have sufficient stores and
numbers, they will winter well thus, with a
greater loss in weight, provided the third
essential is regarded—namely, ventilation.

I have sean bees left out of doors frozen
into one solid block of ice im the hives, The
owners attributed the loss to severe cold;
but it was caused entirely by want of ventil-
ation. The hives were air-tight, or nearly
80, except the entrance : the breath and
moisture having no outlet by which to escape,
accumulated ; in a warm time, it caused
excessive damp in the hive and on the bees
—a sudden change of temperature occurred,
and the mass of wet bees became ice—~the
entrance even wae filled with ice. If a few
small holes had been left open, near or on
the top of the hive, the gampness would
have escaped and the bees remained dry in
warm weather and sufficiently warm when it
became cold. I have seen an old gum with
the top half warped off come out of winter
in fine order, while six or more tight, new
hives on the benéh beside it werein the state
before described. In arranging ventilation,
care should be taken to have no draught of
air through the hive—the entrance should
be nearly closed, and one or more of the
holes where the surplus boxes are placed
left open: (Glass sides, or observation-glas-
ses in hives that are to be wintered out of
doors, are very objectionable, unless a piece
of carpet or blanket be tacked over the glass
on the approach of cold weather. When
bees are placed in cellars, more air may safe-
ly be given them ; box-hives may be turned
upside dewn and 80 left, and other hives
have the entrance nearly _closed,‘and all the
honey boards and boxes removed.

They should not be carried into the cellar
or house before the last of November, and be
taken out in March or early in A pril. I re-
commend this plan from experience, having
for twelve successive winters kept from sixty
to one hundred and thirty colonies in a cel-
lar with perfect success; tie bees coming
outin spring with very slight loss in numbers,
having consumed but little honey, and the
combs being bright and in good order. Even
in a Soutbern climate, many have tried put-
ting them in the dark for two or three
months with marked success, as the bees

retain their numbers better and consume

less honey when not allowed to ﬂyﬂ‘ out when

there was nothing to gather.
’_——————‘0-.’——’—-
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To THOSE THAT ARE IN ARREARS. —Please to

pay without further asking. Ouradvertised
credit price is 1§jcts per month. If you send
in your cash Pgfore the expiration of the
year, your namewill be marked payed. After
the 1st of January we shall be more particular.
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¢ went to bathe,” said a Yankee: “but
before 1 was long in the water | saw a huge
double-jawed shark making rapidly towards
me. What was to be done ? 1 faced round,
| dived under the monster, and taking a knife
from my pocket ripped himup.” * Batdid
you bathe with your clothes (}n ?" asked an
; « Well,”” answered the
story teller, reproachfully. *“well, 1do think
you need 'nt be &0 tarnation particular? .
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"PARAGON CORN CRUSHER.

The above cut represents Mr. John Abell’s
Paragon Corn Crusher. These implethents -

are now getting to be appreci ited among the,
feeders of gramn. We know of no kind that is
giving better satisfaction, than Mr. Abell's. =
It cuts the grain instantly, teaving it no ‘tinde
to heat as in other mills; consequently 'the ?
meal made by it will keep in a sweet state for
months. - The cattle prefer it when it has not
been heated, either by the grinding or by fer-
mentation. It will grind feed faster that sny
other mill of the same power. Every person.
that we have supplied with them is entirely
satisfied with their working. Where much
grain 18 fed, they will save their price in one
year. There is nothing liable to get out.of
order with them. Thereisa far greater loss |
taking place in the county by feeding grain
whole, than there is by feeding hay uncut.
Any common horse power is all that is re-
quired to drive them. 3

™

L& See the reports of the yield of diffor-
ont kind of Seed. o
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A WORD ON LOCAL NEWSPAPERS. ,

\

We clip the following from thel New -York O
Trsbune. 1t is true, and we recommend it to
every one who is interested where he regides = -

“ Nothing is more common/than to hear peo-
ple talk of what they pay for advertising, &¢., as
so much given in charity. Newspapers, b{ en-
hancing the value of prorny in the: neighbor-
hood, and giving the'localities in which they are
published a reputation abroad, benefits all such,
patticularly if they are merchants or estate own,
ers, thrice the amount yearl u}e meagre sum .
they pay for their support. esides every pub-
lic spirited citizen has a laudable pride in having
a paper, even though heshould pick itup in New
York or Washington. :

« A good-looking, well conducted, lively sheet,
helps property, gives oharacter 1) locality, and in
many respects is a desirable public convenience,
If from any cause the matter in/the local or edi~
torial column should not be &g to your standard,
do not cast it aside and pronounce it good for
nothing, until you are satistied that there has been
more labor bestowed upon it than is paid for. 1f
you want a good readable sheet it must be sup-
ported, and it must not be supported. in & spirit of
charity either, but because you feela necessity (0
support it. ‘Thie local press is the power that

moves the people.
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" Have you tried the Norway Oat. If not,do so.
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