
ON DIGNITY.

Yet some perm, have naturally a more dignified bearing than other, 
quite apart from ‘true1 dlgnity or inward nobility, but this will fail if 
put to nny trial.

Together with this duo appreciation of poaition and a right catimato of 
responsibilities, cornea, as a source of dignity, forgetfulness of sclf-thc 
power of voluntary «elf abnegation-that which raises man above all 
creation beside,, that which ho share, with hi. Maker, and in which he is 
permitted to resemble him—the power to

Show himself the creature's lord
By freewill gift of that self sacrifice
Which they perforce by nature's law must suffer.
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And lastly, with all this and with forgetfulness of individual self should 
be the remembrance of the distinguished position which man holds in the 
universe, as the only err-ture who partakes the nature of his Creator, the 
only being beneath whose mortality a glorious immortality lies hid— 
whose germ cannot fully unfold itself in the feeble rays of this earthly
ri^niUopIrfettn r,di<lnt h^1""088 °f tho 8unahi"° of eternity to

The uselessness of striving for external dignity is continually seen in 
the ludicrous and hopeless effort, made for it by persons suddenly raised 
above tho position in life to which they have been accustomed.

It must and should bo striven for,

new,

outwardly, but in its highest 
meaning of» worth,” worthily to fill the position in which we have been 
placed—worthily to use whatever, of power, influence, talents, have been 
committed to us—an endeavour to do our duty to the utmost considéra- 
tion for others, a spirit of self sacrifice, and that perpetual and humble 
reco ectcdncss which springs from tho consciousness of an ever present 
Deity, these are the best helps to that dignity of thought and feeling 
which will bo characterized by dignity of action and behaviour.

And of all this, Christianity is the best teacher. Philosophy may do 
much, any religion may do muoh-and grandly dignified were some of the 
sages of old—but no philosophy, no religion, con teach » true '' dignity as 
well or os truly os that which is founded on humility.
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