
(Cheers.) They had assumed that jhe Government, in introducing this bill, was 
trying tu destroy a "railway policy” which promised great things to the country. 
Now he would like to see one tangible result of this much-vaunted railway policy 
that the House had heard so much about. Except the name, honorable members 
opposite could not show anything in the way of benefit from their so-called rail
way policy in the Province. The honorable member for South Victoria (Mr 
Ehcrtsi held up that afternoon (or the admiration nl the Province the great work 
which his Government had done by means of that policy in building the Crow’s 
Nest Pass Railway, but he could not have brought lot ward an example more 
damaging. What were the facts? Why, that the Province had been robbed of 
millions of dollars' worth of coal l.nnls to I uild that railway. (Government 
cheers.) With what result? I>id it build a mile of that railway? No, it built 
up three or four millionaires in the East and made three or four very rich men in 
the Province. As regarded the construction of that road, he challenged honorable 
gentlemen on the late Government side to allow they built one mile. The Domin
ion Government had come to their rescue and gave about four millions of dollars 
of the money of the people of this country, in nier to get the Canadian Pacific 
Railway to complete tin- building of that railway. The coal lauds—enough to 
build half a dozen such railways had passed from the people, and the Province 
was so much the poorer, yet the House was told that this was a magnificent in
stance of the railway policy of the late government.

COLONEL MAKER enquired why tin- coal lands did not build the railway.
MR. COTTON said it was because they were s<> manipulated that they were 

not available for the men who would have built it. lie could quite understand the 
honorable gentleman sat very uncomfortable in his seat when In- said that the 
people understood what was done in connection with that so-called railway 
system, lie (Mr. Cotton) <iid not propose to take up the time of tin* House in 
going into these matters; too much time had already been wasted upon a matter 
which required no discusion on its merits. Honorable gentlemen on the opposi
tion side had dared to east at the Government and its supporters the word “re
pudiation." That reminded him of the old lady who said she never found comfort 
in a sermon unless it contained the sweet word "Melchisidic" (laughter), and so 
the late Government howled “repudiation.” Where was the repudiation, if there 
was any? If tin* Government followed the course proposed by tin* Opposition, it 
would do nothing less than lie a parly to a fraud on the Dominion Parliament 
and the people of Canada. The correspondence which the honorable senior mem
ber for Victoria City (Mr. Helmekoni had read, showed conclusively that Messrs. 
Mackenzie A; Mann acknowledged that they had no contract or agreement with 
the Province, ami yet the Government was asked to try and justify the action of 
the late Government to the people of the Province by saying there was a valid 
agreement between Messrs. Mackenzie **i Mann and the Piovince, and so aid 
them in getting a bonus from the* Dominion. That correspondence showed also that 
Mackenzie & Mann knew that if it became known in Ottawa that they had a 
valid agreement to build this railway, it would In* ruinous to their hopes of get
ting any money from the Dominion Parliament. That was the* reason the present 
Government, when it came into olllce, supposed—from what the honorable* leader 
of the Opposition said in his (Mr. Cotlon'si hearing and all through the country— 
that tin* late Government had made agreement* with Mackenzie & Mann and 
had $75,000 locked up in the treasury which insured the completion of the lines 
of railway. The lender of the Opposition reported that statement in a telegram 
to Vancouver. The honorable member for Chilliwack (Mr. Munrnl would re
member Mr. Turner making that statement. What did the Government find 
when it came into olllce and asked for tin* contracts and asked for the $75,000? 
Did it find a valid contract or security for one cent? No; but it found an agree
ment purposely intended to deceive two classes of people—tin* Dominion Govern
ment ami the people ol" British Columbia. He was surprised when tin* senior 
member for Victoria read the correspondence in support of his argument. He 
gave tin* honorable gentleman credit for greater legal acumen and common sense 
than to rend statements which utterly contradicted and condemned what he was 
trying to foist upon the House. What did that correspondence show? It showed 
that Mackenzie & Mann say they must not be fettered; that they must not enter 
into an agreement with this Province which might amount to anything, because 
it would then be hopeless for them to expect to get any assistance from Ottawa. 
If honorable gentlemen at Ottawa knew Messrs. Mackenzie & Mann were going 
to build with the assistance of this Province, they would say: “We are not going 
to give the public money to do what you art* already obliged to do." But honor
able members of the late Government were willing to let it go on. and took stops 
to mislead tin* people both on the platform and in the press, saying that they hail 
bound down Messrs. Mackenzie & Mann to do what they wanted. This was done 
to gain votes, but when the peresenl Government came into olllce it was able to 
expose the fraud which the lal<* Government had perpétra led on the people of 
the Province- (Opposition cries of “order, order.") Honorable members «11*1 not 
like plain talk, but the time had come for plain talk.

Replying to the remark of the honorable member for South Victoria (Mr. 
Eberts), he remarked that the Government had given its pledge to the people of


