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whole |)r<i((rrin iliniiinhoiit ilv loiinlry

Iwmiti hitwrnr, ^oinrwli.il in.irrni by

mil h weather ii« |iri>iiiinl him the vihri

i|iiet of the Kainiiig I'riiii ('. Neverihclewi,

wherever Mii» Royal Hinhiictn «enl, he

wan rcceiveil with lokenn ol the mo!ii

ilemonHtrative loyally to the iiovi'rei)(n

whoae rt'i|tn hail already paiieil iim

nuijonly, and proved a l>U'^»iii|{ lo the

whole einpire. The I'rim e entered with

lioyinh pleUHiire into all the lentlvltien pre

pared for him, frtipieiilly dam inn every

dame at the lialN, while in hii othrial

r.ipai ity, he deliKlil<'<l .il <viih the < our

tt'oiii manner In whirl, lie went ihuin^ili

what miiHt have hein not merely tidioii^,

lull ultimately h.u kiieyeil reii|,iionH of

aildrcHieH. During his slay in Montreal

the I'rinie oenipied the housi- of lion.

John VoiinK.

tlefore elosinx the period ending with

iKfio, wc mii^t npeak with admiration of

the comliK t of Montreal liankeri d irin^

the terrilile panii if i><57. "' whiihevery

liank liiit one in ihr I'niteil States sus-

pended payment. Mr, Davidson, (leii

eral .Manager of the Hank of .Montreal, at

a meeting of the |i, inkers railed to discuss

the situation, averted a similar disaster l>y

the mcniorahlc adviii, loyally followed,

that every hank would do well iioU to

curtail credits, but lo jjivc every «oi«l

customer all he re'imred.

Most straii((e, then, and now most

commonplai e, of all the advances achieved

umler the rei^n of Vicimia, was the lay-

ing of the transatlanlic lalile, whereby,

out of the depths of the oiean, in 1H57.

the rulers of the two foremost pei'|iles of

the world exchanged fiieiully gi 'elmg.

This greeting, as was most ht, rem. iicd

for some time the only ccinimunicai. •'

cxchangeil instantaneously between the

continents, for immediatelv thereafter the

cable broke, and the great Leviathan, the

lireat K.istern, groped among the smds
and strange monsters of the deep, and

repaired the break. .And now. the subtle

current which first bore the greetings of

sovereigns, cliriuii( les the lliu illations of

the (heese market, and of wheal, or

enables the individual to add a postscript

to his letters, or make his lelter a |iosl-

script to his lablegram. In Ihe lapse of

years, the prediction of Shakespeare has

been more than reali/.ed, and I'uik, the

once all powerful, who boasled of girdling

the earth in forty miniiles, must stand

aside or get him lleeler wings.

In .April iHfn, late in the evening

hours the stalwart hgiire of Canon Kile-

good, of St. James cluirch, ihen rector of

St. Stephen, niighl have lieeii seen wading

.among debris, his body inclined 10 Ihe

(iirrcnl which swirled around him four

feet deep, seeking noi to ilraw a congre-

gation to his church, but to secure he'p

for his tlock imprisoned within the sacred

edihce by a tnmultuous llood, .1 sei'uid

St. Christopher on errand of mercy, which

met widi due success. Ihe river rose

twenty four feet about its average level on

that occasion. .And in that year also our

cousins to the south, eugiged iniivil war,

well nigh involved themselves in war with

liritain, in the Trent .Affair ; whereupon

Canada not less than the mother land

rullled her feathers, drums beat, soldiers

paraded and Montreal looking extremely

liictuiesque with scarlet tin ic, dreamed

dreams of hairbreadth escapes 'nealh the

eminent deadly breach. l!ut the I'nited

States, on sober second thought, decided

that one war at a time was sullicicm,

and the trouble passed away, leaving,

however, to Canada the germs of the

present vohinteersysiem of the Dominion.

Canada has always l)een military by

instinct. In bygone times, when the

Fleiirs de Lys streamed from the battle-

ments ofCape Diamond, every able-bodied

male was not merely liable to military

service, t>iil Wd.s ciiiuiltu under local

captains, and by this means the small,

but well organized band of h'rench offered

a long and stern resistence to the IJritish

colonies, .and even the Imperial troops

themselves. .And to-day, as was brought

out by the Venezuelan difficulty and

excitement, small 1I101114I. the Cnhailinn

for •• is 111 loiiip.insoii M il'i the possibil

Itiet of the Kepublh , this loiinliy is

ntnilrgii ,illy Utter dcfeiiil d ind has its

niililary forcei within b iter strikiiiK Jis

lance, no that, in the cm nt of a war, it is

highly proUibly th.ii the important pinntn

cnnid be maint.mied pending Imperial

niil, and e\en th.it, as was the lase in

iHi), the earlier d.iys of theionlliit, at

least, niiiild ..how ( an idiaiis In ponse-sii.n

of I'nited Si.ites territory.

Hut It is III be hoped that, notwithst.tnd-

ing Ihe file of the .irbilralioii treaty, tht'

time a laltroad to Ht, Jerome had been

prnpiiM'd, and Sir Hugh .VHan look it up

Willi ihe object ol cxu nding 11 lo (litaHa

Hid ultimately to Tornino by a ro.id then

iMiildiug from Itltawa, Seiiug lhn» a

relief from Ihe nionopnU, the > itizelis iif

Montreal voted a million ilnllars towards

Ihe road, and this lillle projei I was uiti

nialely merged in the Iranscontinciital

riKid. wliii h was .ipeiied ill iH.Sd and gave

Monire.d 1 ompeling lines.

Ihe decade 1S70 lo iHMo iiii hided the

inoit Irving 1 omnicn i.il distress ihn

.Montreal has expericiu ci', Manulai
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troops of Canada may hmg be alile to

contine their attention to cli.,uh parades,

orticial occasions, reviews and siuh like

matters as please the feminine eye. .111

organ not avirse lo powder and ball -

of a kind. Such has not been the lot of

the Canadian soldier, however, on all

occasions. In 1866 he had to take part

in beating back the I'enian invasion from

the I'niied States, and the .Montreal con-

tingent received the thanks of the citizens

on the Champ de iMars. Their services

were again recpiired for a similiir purpose

in 1870, There were the first and second

North West Rebellions lo crush, and be-

tween whiles an occasional riot, such as

the Drange riots of 1.S77 and 1878 and

Ihe .Smallpox riots of i8<S5.

In 1871 Montreal had 107.225 inh.abi

tants. a revenue of $8.|8,,}So. and real

estate assessed at i*5.^.9i}2.ooo. Her
port was growing, and ocean steamers

were so rapidly replacing sailing ships

that by 1879 they formed 75 jier cent, of

the total tonnage. During the decade

Montreal began to Lake high rank as a

manufacturing centre. There was, how-

ever, a we.ak joint in her armor in the fact

that in winter the comnumications of the

city were in the hands of a single railroad

company, the CrandTrunk, which charged

.Montreal higher jirices to and from the

seaboard than were charged Toronto, 300
miics I'uiiher inl.uui, while the merchants

of Montreal were, even under such condi-

tions, forced to stand by while other

points had their grain and other products

handled w'th jiromptitude by the com-
pany, to the neglect of Montreal's fast

accumulating stocks in store. .About this

turies closed down, banks and private

linns failed, and the people, who always

blame (iovernnieni for national distress,

sent to power the Liberal Conservative

p.irty. pledged to the protection of

domestic I'lduslries.

The fill lowing decade was ihe most

prosperclu^ Montreal experienced. The

Canadian I'acihc: Railway was spending

millions of dollars on its gigantic system,

Maiiufaciures increased enormously,

railw.iys, including one on the north

shore to (Juebec, united various parts of

the province willi the 'Trunk systems,

ocean ship]iing grew with the business

growth of the city and the continued

deepening of the channel. The wharves

were extended to nearly five' miles, and

tne railroad tracks brought freight to the

siii|)'s side, while the electric light for the

first time in the world apjilied to lighting

a harbor, shone brightly through the

summer nights on men who toiled loading

and unloading vVithout rest. In iSSi

Ihe population of the city was 155,237,

and the assessed value of its real estate

$()6,483.810. In 1891 the population

had increased lo 215,650, and lo-d.ay it

is a conservative estimate to pl.ice it at

250,000 |)eople.

The jirogress of Montreal since 1890

has been one of peace, and without

romantic event. Husiness has been less

.satisl"actory so far, but exports .ind ira

ports have been high, and every year h.as

seen some new connection. Fruit ships

ni.ake Monlrea' their favorite |X)rt, and

the largest fruit sales of .America are here.

.Austrahan trade has been opened up, .as

well as trade in cottons with China.

Kxpi'rtu of cattle and rhecw, nf h»y and
cggi and sheep h.ive gniwn eiiormounly,

and over a million tons of shipping vinlt

the city. Several suburbs have liecii

admitted to the lity, Ihe electric street

railway has fplaicd the old horse car, a

inagniAcent .ospilal has been crci led an

a memorial of the (.iiieen's jubilee (1887),

bv Lord .Mount Stephen and Sii lionahl

Smith while Miliill Cmversiiy has been

extr.iordiiiarily enlarged by new buildingD

and .idihtioiiil departtnenls that make
li' r unriv.illed on the 1 onlincnt.

It IS not so 111.my ye.irs since the MreetH

of Moiiireal were filled wiih an angry

moll, kept ill chec k b) -oldiery or special

loiislaliles. The orange iiou occurred

periodically, licit without bloodshed, and
the last North Uest Rebellion, following

upon some bait blind in coniieclion with

the smaMpov regulations, caused Ihe Iramii

of armed men to be heard upon the road-

w.iys. Hut .Montreal li.is entered upon a

happier era. .Neillur 1 n ed nor race is

ever likely again to group the citizens into

hostile bands, nor iiolitii s be able to set

more than tongues a-waging, .As con-

.ei|iience. tlic recent hislory of .Montreal

must deal more particularly with com-

mercial and financial matters, record

the Ibiciuations of win .it, and of the slock

exc hange, and all that goes to make that

peacefiil if iinrotnantic ileielopmentwliicji

builds a state lor mighty ends.

.Nay. commerce is not unromantic.

.Say, rather, thai conslaiu life within its

bounds has but ilulled the mind to it. 'The

dillitantc who pi;eisiii at the rolling mills'

doors, where tifans, half nude, swing the

white hot bars from infernal fires, and
others shape them like children playing

w ith piitly ; who passes through the sugar

lelineries. where, percolating through

enormous filters, or boiling to grain in

huge vacuum kettles, the sweet produce

of the cane is prepared for market j

who visits Ihe electrii engines of the

Slr'-;t Railway or the Royal ICIectric,

where at headlong speed the spin-

ning wheels furiiisli the energy which

moves half the town by day and lights it

by night ; who penetrates to the mysteri-

ous precincts of the gas works, where, in

their round houses the vast receivers rise

and fall like baloons : such a man will see

the romance not seen by others. I^'t

him visit the Hank of Montreal, the

largest iiistitiition of its kind in .America,

and mark the liveries, the busy clerks,

and the constant stream of c ustomers who
enter mysterious portals, and come out

smiling or c:ast down. Here is one coii-

lemplating opening a trade with some
foreign land, scarce known by name w hen

Victoria came to the throne. It rests

with the suave manager whether that trade

is ojiened. No 'oniance in business ; It

is all romance, for it deals directly or

indirectly with the life and happiness of

man Ircmi the cradle to the gr.ave.

The sound of the hammer, Ihe clank of

die engine, the whistle of the locomotive

or ocean and interior vessel., all reach

the stillness of the bank parlor at last,

iherefiire let us first consider the banks of

.Montreal, The veteran bank in Canada
is the liank of Montreal, established two
years before Her M.a)estv'-. birth, with a

capital of 1*350.000, which was increased

at different times, until in 187 1, it

doubled its capital, making $12,000,000,

the new slock being sold at twenty-five

per cent, premium. and netting $1 .500.000

of profits, .which were added to tlie Re-

serve. 'The City liank was established in

1S21, the I'cojiles liank followed in 1S35,

founded by Viger, Dewitt iV to., the

Bank of Hritish North .America, in 1836,

and in 1853 the Molsons liank began

operations under the T'ree Hanking .Act ol

Sir Francis Hincks, an act almost identi-

cal with the L'nited States Nation.-'l liank

.Act in i>rinripie. In 1S61 the Merchants

liank was organized, with a ^•^I ised

cajiital of $2,000,000, but the promoters

were unable to secure the $200,000

reciuired to commence operations, and
were compelled to get permission from

the Government to commence business


