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tlierc was Co flrlkln- a rcfcnibl.ince between them and tlic Devll^ as made >«oii mirtaketheonc
f6r t'>c other, and for lo long a time.

Ifit were needful, adcr whati havefaid, to give a ferious anfwer to the obiedlion, I would
ohfervj, that the Devil t)eing a fpirit can have no colour, ..id that it is merely by a fii;ure of
Ipeech we call him blade. I herefore his imaie cannot confia of blackn:f- ol colour, but of
moial or fit'urativc blackr.efs, that is guilt. Hence tlie whitcft man may be as black or c.uilty
as the Devil, and thcblickeft m^y be exceedingly white or fair in a moral fer.fe. Again,
God beinK a fpirit, his image cannot confift of any colour blacker white, butol fairquahiies,
VIZ. knowledge, r;i,hterufr.ef; and hoimefs, with refpf.cl to which all iT<en oj what colour f&.
evu- are upon an equal looting. It is true God did not without dclignform rirr Negroes of a
diiT.rent colour from U', but that, very different frim the infernal ctnilrudtion put up< n it by
fnariy white people, was a dcfign full of wiidom and Rogdncfs like all | the other works of tho
beti.ficent Creator. To a white ficin, which rtficfts th(i rays of the fun, the heatof thefcorch-
ing climaie of the Negroe-i would be intolerable } therefore <iod ha.h kindly cloathed them
with bldck, which, becaufe it does not reflefl, enables them to bear the hottell climates
Without inconvenience. Revr-nd Sir, were you or 1 in Go.nea, we would earneftly wilh for
a black (kin. What IhilJ we fay then of the white people, wbo turn God's kindnefs to tho
lvie.,ioes to their dcftruftinn ? What words can paint thCT infernal conduft black enough ?

How ltrL.nMy do men impufe upon th^mfelves, as if an imaginary connetlion between a black
colour and unwcrtly deeds did really juftify flavety 1 as if a black coat were naturally and
receir^rily guilty, and a while one innocent ! If indeed it could bi proved that there is a na-
tural, intrinfic fupeiionty in white above black, and that it bears the fame lelalion to the in-
feriority of the black that tyranny does to flavery, without any mixture of that which fubfifts
between father ard fon j 1 fay if thcfe two impf^flTibilities were once proved I would agree that
Isiegroes may be enflaved, but not till then.

2. You plead that it is better for them to be flaves than to be tree. Is it then in the height
cf your generofity that you enflave ? Is it becaufe you love yc ur neighbor fo dearly as to pre-
fer his weilare to your own ? Give me leave to fufpect this exceflive generofity. ] am afraid
that, an.ong the flave-traders, there are fome fordid wretches that would not (uffer the Negroes
to continue in flavery ifthat were befl j but they would drive to get the belt Itatc for ihem-
i"elves, and yet 1 fee no emulation among them to exchange with their flaves. Eefides, it is.

not eafy to conceive how beats and buftits, blood and wounds, bruifcs and broken bones arc
def'rablc things, or preferable to a fafe and whole (kin. But you will fay, though flavery be
rot beneficial to all ytt it is fo to the Negroes, for they are different from all people, and have
a difpofition peculiar to thcmfelves, and experience fliews that they thrive better bound thaa
free. 1 would aflc, Is it their great Mafter in heaven that hath given them that flavilh difpo-
lition, which turns liberty into a curfe ? Ifitbe, hecan juftify himfe'f without putting you
to the rectffity either of pleading wickedly for God, or of doing evil that good may come

j
thertfcre let him firid out fome other way to confer upon them this difguifed ble/Ting, and do
you abftain from all appearance cf evil. But it is their human maflers, (I am widely miflaken)
1 Ihould fay, inhuman monfters who rule over them that implant this difpofition into their
ininds. How is it poifible for that man to have any thing manly in him who is taught from
his youth to confider himfelf as a beaft of burden ? How can anything noble fpring up where
the very firA buds of fenfe cr reafon are cru(hed to death ? Have not the brighteft geniufes
that ever fhonebeen complttelycxtinguilhed by flavery or confinement ? Does not even a brute
fmk below itfrif by bad treatment ? And can it then be othcrwife with them who are flaves
Irom age to age, and from their birth to their grave ? But furely their flavilh difpofition will
rot be charged as a fault upon thcmfelves, but upon thofc bafeh of ali wretches who fink theit
ininds into that condition ; and grievoufly will they anfwer it. O devilifli barbarity! fora
man to beat and bruife his brother, till he hath made him llupid andbrutifli, and thtn totre^
Mm as a brute, excufing himfelf that he relilhes nothing elfc ! O Lord Cod to whom vengeance
btlongeth, fhew thyfelf Lift up thyfclf thou Judge of the earth, rendtr a reward to th«
proud. Lerd, how long fliall the wicked triumph ? How long fliall they utter and fpeak hard
things? 1 Key break in pieces thy people, O Lord, and afHirt thine heritage. Rife, for thf
cpprcflTion of the poor, and for the fighing of the needy, and fet him in fafety from him that

J)uffeth at him.
^
Let us, Reverend Sir, let us, for fhame, fet ourfelvcs to remedy rather tt\aa

ncreaftf the flavifli difpofition of the Negroes, and iet no obftaclc, no difappointment, nodi(.

couragen\cnt

-">I

i


