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On the CODandSMALL FISH^

ERIES of NoviuScotia.

THE HaUf«» Commktcc.ofTrade having deliberated op the pre*
lent rituation of the Fisheries andCommercc ofthitProTincctare of

opinion that the former are imceptible of very coniiderable improve^
nente. The harbour* rouod the whole of tht coaits of tlie penioiula
6f Nova>8cotia,being more tdvantageouslj situated for the purpose of
the Ciod aad Sotall Fisheries, than any other portion of the American
continenti the ComiMttee dee:ii it neccsnrv to exert every means in

their power to place them in that state« which it was the original in-
tention of His Majesty's Royal Grandfather, that they should stand.
The original object in Kettling this Province, was in rivalship to

the French Natbn, then in possession of Canada and C»pe-Breton;
M the latter of which cobaiea, very extensive Cod Ifishery was con-
ducted. In order that it may the better be understood how it hai
happened that His kte Majesty '» intentions, have not produced all the
expected effect in this colony, it wiil be necestary briefly to trace a
few ofthMe occurrences which have taken place since the first Kttle*
nent of Halifax. , .

The rjloaixation of Valtfai harbour, and the Germans subsequent-
ly detached to Lunenburg, were the only essential establishments of
KoM<8d>tia;ondc»Mkcnbyke«ermnent} the former took place in

tiie sprmg of 1 749 t at which tiaae, such were the powerful meani; a«
dopted, that the shores of Halifax Harbour, to the southward of the
Town and in the North.West*A|ni, were covered with fish flakes f
and, dtnta H- Uf ycm* .tlle.MiJftess promiKd very fair } but the
Small-Fexlo 1755, hating broke out among the people, at a time
when no awdical preventive, as at present, was in general practice, the
ettleoaent became very much deranged. The French war, which
commenced in the followiiw year, induced the chief part of those poor
aettlers, which the Small^ had left, to enter into His Majesty's
ahips, and on board Printeers ; and the Cod Fishery, within the har-
bour of HaKfisx, has been since chiefly confined to the supplies ofsalt
and tackle from the merchants to the fishermen of other places, and to
the purchaw of their fiihi ia r^payowot of those advancea at the end of
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