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Qnder which the Courts of General Quarter Sessions of the
Peace, the District Courts, the Surrogate Courts and the
Courts of Request had been created and were then holden in
the several districts of the Province, and also the authority
under which commissions of the peace, commissions of
assize and nisi prius, commissions of Oyer and Terminer,
commissions to sheriffs and other persons concerned in the
administration of justice had been issued in and for the said
districts respectively—it was declared and enacted " that
the authority under which the said Courts and commissions
had been erected, holden and issued, and also all matters
and things done by or by virtue of the same, are so far as
relates to the authority under which the same have been so
erected, holden, issued, and done, good and valid to all

intents and purposes whatsoever, and that the provisions
of all the Acts of the Legislature of the Province respecting
the said Courts and commissions, or any of them, are here-
by declared to extend and be in force (except as hereafter
mentioned) in each and every the said districts respec-
tively."

The enactment, so far as it relates to the authority under
which commissions of the peace have been issued and the
Courts of General Quarter Sessions of the Peace have been
held, was embodied in the Consolidated Statutes for Upper
Canada, chapter 17, section 1, and in the Revised Statutes
of Ontario chapter 44, section 2, and no doubt is the authority
under which the Courts of General Sessions of the Peace
are now held in Ontario.

It will be observed that this enactment did not create the
Courts noi- even -define their jurisdiction. It simply gave
the sanction of the Legislature to the Courts and to the
authority under which they were held, and did not indicate
what that authority was.

I think, however, there can be little doubt but that the
first commissions of the peace were issued in what is now
Ontario in consequence of the introduction of the English
criminal law, and as a part of that system.

I have not found any decision to that effect, but it seems
the reasonable conclusion from the ascertained circum-
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